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LEADER'S CONSULTATLIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 157th Meeting held at 5,00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 3Cth March 1877, in the Leadsr's HAoom
at the House of Commons.

‘Pregent: Mrs. Thatcher. {in the Chair)

Mr, Whitelaw, Lord Carrington,
Sir Geoffray Howe,-Mr. Prior,

Mr, Taylar, Lord Thornaycroft

Mr. Atkine.

In attendance: S$ir Michael Havera, Mr. Munre,
My, Butler, Mr. Stanlay,
Mr. Patten, Mr. Nichelson.

Apoclogies: Sir Keith Joseph, Lord Hailsham.

Future Business for the week 4th-7th April

On Monday, 4th April, there would be the conclusion of the
Budget debate {Mr. Howell, Mr. Nott). This would be followed by
Comnission Document= on Soclal Legislation on Road Transport
{R/542/76) (Mr. Fowier). :

on » 5th April, Sir Brandon Rhys Willlams would seek
leave to introduce his National Insurance (Householders®
Allowances) Bill under the 10 Minute Rule. This would de followad
by a Supply Debate and by opposed private businesst GLC (Gensral
Powers) Bill {Mr. Finsberg),

On Wednesday, Sth April, Mrs. J. Knight would seek leave to
introduce her Fre-Release Homtels for Prisoners Bill upder the
10 Minute Rule., This would be followsed by m Motion for the
Baster Adjournment (Mr. Pym)} and by a Debate on the White Paper
on Sport and Recreation (Cmnd. Ho, 6200), on a Motion to "take
note" (Mr. Monro).

On Thuraday, 7th April, there would be the Easter Adjournaent
debates.

Matters Arising on Business
There was a discussion of certailn peinte and the following
wes agresd:

We should vote against the resclution to increase the price
of petrol on a 3 line whip, arguing that we were opposing the
nize of the inerease and the fact that it would hit people in
rural aress and paocple dependent on motor transpert ta get to work,
rether than opposing the principle (which we approved) of shifting
the burden of taxaticn from direct to fmdirect. We might aleo
say that the proposed increass in petrol iax would pay for the
post of nationalising the ailpcrait and shipbuilding industries.
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Subfects for Supply Days

There was a discussicn and the following wAB agreed:

{1) W¥e would debate the propused closure of certain Scettish
teacher training colleges for haif = day on 5th April. Mr, Taylar
and Mr, Fletcher would be our lpeu(en and thers would be a 2-line
whip.

(11) - We would debate housing on & supply day afier Eastar
and before the losal elections.on Sth May. It would pleo be
helpful to have a half dw on thc cmtmtion industry. .

It was' hot.d that lh- mw ur,; Atkin- had sat up a group
to dacide what 1§ wilshed: on Bupply dm betwoen
the Baster &nd ¥he - &mr mu..u as to seak to avold
:&.{mﬁilm “on? thil:

it P

watter w& the regular weskly

Foreign Affaizrs

M. Davies reported on his visit to Washington and his
discussions with mambars of the American administration and his
impressions of American foreign palicy. Lerd Carrington
reported on his visit to Southern Afric n_wal_ﬁ% that we
should seek to make Conservative policies bet 0 memhers
of President Carter's adminietration, and in particular to
ancourage Amaricans to question the argument that the Wast's
accesa to the trade and raw materials of Seuthern Africs would
not be jeopardissd M’ Marxist reglmel chtainsd control in those
coantries, -

Qthar Buainasa

There would be a meeting of the LCC the tonowh\g Tueaday,
5th April, at 4.30 p.m.: to discuss the White Paper on diract
elections to the Eurcpsan Farllament on which, it was underatood,
there wae likely to be m two-day debpts when Parfiament resuted
after the Easter. recesm. It ed_thet there would be
a4 discussien oh the Goverfien! shin wiien
Mrs. Thutah-r had returned from i‘.‘htn-. B

e meeung closed at 6.10 p.m. - .
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