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l O D O W N I N G S T R E E T 


From the Prixaie Secretary 4 J u l y 1979 

EEC BUDGET 


When the Prime M i n i s t e r t e l e p h o n e d the P r e s i d e n t o f the 

Commission on 3 J u l y about a n o t h e r m a t t e r ( t h e U K / A u s t r a l i a n 

S a f e g u a r d s Agreement) she asked Mr. J e n k i n s whether the Commission 

would be a b l e t o put i t s r e f e r e n c e paper on the Community Budget 

t o t h e September m e e t i n g o f the F i n a n c e C o u n c i l . 


Mr. J e n k i n s t o l d t h e Pri m e M i n i s t e r t h a t t h e Commission 

would be t a c k l i n g t h i s p r o b lem i n two s t a g e s : i t f i r s t had t o 

p r e p a r e i t s o b j e c t i v e r e p o r t and the n make p r o p o s a l s f o r r e m e d i e s . 

The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t i f the Commission's p r o p o s a l s were 

not ready u n t i l O c t o b e r , t h e r e would not be ti m e f o r them t o be 

c o n s i d e r e d by o t h e r governments b e f o r e t h e November m e e t i n g o f t h e 

European C o u n c i l i n D u b l i n . Mr. J e n k i n s agreed that t h e p r o p o s a l s 

s h o u l d not be put f o r w a r d t o o l a t e but commented t h a t he was 

e q u a l l y a n x i o u s t h a t they s h o u l d not be put f o r w a r d t oo e a r l y . s i n c e 

t h i s would g i v e too much time f o r member governments t o t a k e up 

har d p o s i t i o n s and "get a t " the Commission's s u g g e s t e d s o l u t i o n s . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d that she saw t h e f o r c e o f t h i s , but thought 

i t i m p o r t a n t t h a t the r e f e r e n c e paper, a t l e a s t , s h o u l d be put t o 

the F i n a n c e C o u n c i l i n September. Mr. J e n k i n s s a i d t h a t he 

would do h i s b e s t t o get the r e f e r e n c e p aper t o F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r s 

at t h e i r September m e e t i n g and thought t h a t t h i s s h o u l d be p o s s i b l e : 

t h e p r o p o s a l s c o u l d f o l l o w at the l a t e r m e e t i n g of the F i n a n c e 

C o u n c i 1 . 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n H a l l ( T r e a s u r y ) 

and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


P a u l L e v e r , Esq., 

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e , 



