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o f t h e U n i t e d R e f o r m e d C h u r c h 


The R e v e r e n d B i l l J o h n s t o n , C h u r c h o f S c o t l a n d 


Dame D i a n a R e a d e r - H a r r i s , C h r i s t i a n A i d 


Mr D e r e k P a t t i n s o n , S e c r e t a r y , C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d 

G e n e r a l Synod 


Dr G r e e t b r i e f l y o u t l i n e d t h e w o r k o f t h e BCC. He s a i d t h a t some 


f e l t t h a t BCC s t a t e m e n t s showed a p o l i t i c a l l e f t o f c e n t r e s t a n c e , b u t 


t h e BCC hoped t h a t a l l t h e i r s t a t e m e n t s w o u l d be j u d g e d i n t h e l i g h t 


o f t h e C h r i s t i a n G o s p e l and n o t by w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e y s u p p o r t e d a v i e w 


o f one o r o t h e r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 


Dame D i a n a R e a d e r - H a r r i s spoke a b o u t t h e w o r k o f C h r i s t i a n A i d , 


w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e t o r e f u g e e w o r k i n S o u t h E a s t A s i a , t h e r a i s i n g 


o f f i n a n c e by a p p e a l s and C h r i s t i a n A i d ' s a t t e m p t s t o e d u c a t e p u b l i c 


o p i n i o n a b o u t t h e need o f h e l p . She m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e BCC h a d . w r i t t e n 


t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r r e c e n t l y t o e x p r e s s c o n c e r n o v e r t h e d e l a y i n 


r e - s e t t l e m e n t o f r e f u g e e s . Was t h e r e any p o s s i b i l i t y o f a p e r m a n e n t 


s e l e c t i o n c o m m i t t e e i n Hong Kong? The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h i s was 


s o m e t h i n g w h i c h c o u l d be l o o k e d a t . She m e n t i o n e d some o f t h e p r o b l e m s 


o f h e l p i n g t h e r e f u g e e s , and t h e p o s i t i o n o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n S o u t h 


E a s t A s i a w h i c h a l r e a d y h ad l a r g e C h i n e s e m i n o r i t i e s . Many p e o p l e i n 


t h e a r e a f e l t t h a t t h e e x p u l s i o n o f t h e r e f u g e e s was a d e l i b e r a t e 


p o l i c y t o d e s t a b i l i s e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s i n t h a t p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . 
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Mr P a t t i n s o n m e n t i o n e d S o u t h e r n A f r i c a as an e x a m p l e o f BCC 


c o n c e r n , d e r i v i n g f r o m t h e m i s s i o n a r y a c t i v i t y and l o n g h i s t o r i c 


and c u l t u r a l c o n n e c t i o n o f a l l t h e C h u r c h e s w i t h t h e R e p u b l i c o f 


S o u t h A f r i c a . I n t h e 1960s, t h e C h u r c h e s ' p r e s s u r e f o r " c o n s t r u c t i v e 


engagement" had p r o d u c e d some s o f t e n i n g i n t h e p o l i c i e s o f t h e 


S o u t h A f r i c a n G overnment. The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she d i d n o t 


a g r e e t h a t had been cause and e f f e c t . On t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e p r o c e s s 


o f change i n S o u t h A f r i c a had been s l o w e d down by i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 


h i t t i n g o u t by o u t s i d e c o u n t r i e s a t S o u t h A f r i c a n p o l i c i e s . Change 


was c o m i n g anyway - i  t had t o do s o . The w o r s t t h i n g w h i c h o u t s i d e 


c o u n t r i e s c o u l d do w o u l d be t o w i t h d r a w i n v e s t m e n t . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r 


commented t h a t t h e r e seemed t o have been no welcome i n t h i s c o u n t r y f r o m 

t h e C h u r c h e s when t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n Government had r e c e n t l y a nnounced 

t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be changes i n t h e o b n o x i o u s m a r r i a g e l a w . I  f t h e 

C h u r c h e s were t o commend t o t h e i r members " d i s e n g a g e m e n t " f r o m S o u t h 


A f r i c a , t h e y w o u l d be bound e q u a l l y t o commend d i s e n g a g e m e n t f r o m a l  l 


M a r x i s t s o c i e t i e s . I f o u t s i d e r s r e a c t e d i n t h e w r o n g way t o i n t e r n a l 


S o u t h A f r i c a n a f f a i r s t h e y w o u l d e n c o u r a g e c h a o s . S i m i l a r l y , i n 


N a m i b i a , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r commented t h a t t h e new P a r l i a m e n t was 


d o i n g many good t h i n g s b u t s t i l  l g e t t i n g no e n c o u r a g e m e n t f r o m t h e C h u r c h e s 


i n t h i s c o u n t r y , o n l y c r i t i c i s m . 


Mr M c A r t h u r i n t r o d u c e d a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n o f u n e m p l o y m e n t , a r g u i n g 


t h a t t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n - u n l i k e t h a t o f t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n t h e Wars 

d i d n o t a d m i t o f a s o l u t i o n b e c a u s e o f t h e i m p a c t o f t e c h n o l o g y on w o r k 


o p p o r t u n i t i e s . The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t e c h n o l o g y had c r e a t e d more 


j o b s t h a n i  t had d e s t r o y e d , m e n t i o n i n g i n d u s t r i e s l i k e w a s h i n g m a c h i n e s , 


r a d i o , TV and c o m p u t e r s . The p r o b l e m i n t h i s c o u n t r y was t h a t we were 


n o t p r o d u c i n g goods o f t h e q u a l i t y t o meet t h e demand t h a t e x i s t e d . The 


Government d i d i n d e e d have a s t r a t e g y o f as f u l l employment as p o s s i b l e , 
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b u t t h i s was n o t h e l p e d by t h e v i e w w h i c h t h e C h u r c h e s so o f t e n seemed 


t o e x p r e s s t h a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l c o u l d c a s t a l  l h i s c a r e s upon t h e 


S t a t e . A r e a s l i k e t h e N o r t h E a s t c e r t a i n l y had p r o b l e m s , b u t she 


commended t o t h e d e p u t a t i o n t h e r e c e n t s p e e c h by L o r d S e i f f o f Marks 


and S p e n c e r , p o i n t i n g o u t t h e h i g h income i n t h a t a r e a w h i c h had 


p r o m o t e d s t r o n g s a l e s by t h a t company o f more e x p e n s i v e goods. 


A f t e r a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n o f S c o t l a n d , t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t 


t h e C h u r c h e s seemed t o t a l k o f C h r i s t i a n i t y o n l y i n i t s s o c i a l 


m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . T h e r e w ere huge p r o b l e m s i n p l a c e s l i k e Glasgow as 


i n L i v e r p o o l and M a n c h e s t e r , p a r t l y c a u s e d by t h e p o u r i n g i n o f money 


t o t h o s e a r e a s i n t h e w r o n g way, n o t b a s e d on e s t a b l i s h i n g s m a l l 


c o m m u n i t i e s and t h e s p i r i t o f p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o w o r k and f a m i l y . 


D r G r e e t s a i d t h a t t h e BCC w ere i n d e e d c o n c e r n e d t o change a t t i t u d e s , 


and w e r e d e e p l y i n v o l v e d i n e v a n g e l i s m . 


Dr G r e e t t h a n k e d t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r f o r r e c e i v i n g t h e d e p u t a t i o n . 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she had e n j o y e d t h e m e e t i n g , and l o o k e d 


f o r w a r d t o a n o t h e r d i s c u s s i o n some t i m e . 


L a t e r , I a g r e e d w i t h Dr G r e e t t h e t e x t o f a p r e s s r e l e a s e by t h e 


BCC w h i c h m e n t i o n e d ( w i t h o u t f u r t h e r comment) t h e m a i n s u b j e c t s r a i s e d . 


I a s k e d Dr G r e e t t o d e l e t e a r e f e r e n c e t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s v i e w s 


so t h a t t h e r e l e a s e s o l e l y r e f l e c t e d t h e BCC. 
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