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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTRS
Mimites of the 121st Maating held at 3.00 p.m.

on Monday, Sth July, 1976, in the Leader's Room
at the House of Commonas

Present: Mrs. Thatcher (In the Chair) .

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Xeith Josedh .

lord Carrington, lord Hailsham,

Sir Geoffrey Howe, M. Prior,

o Gilwbour, Mr. Jenkin, '
Mr, Peytox, Mr. 8t. John<Stevas;
Mr, Raison, Me. Mande, - oo
M. Buchapan-Bmith, My, Edwirds,

i . Mr, Neave, Mrs. enheim,
o - - Mr, Biffen,'!prd: naycroft,
W htking, ) .
Kelth Hanfison, Mr. Stanley,
Butler, Mr. Patter, N

Doug_as, Mr. Nicholson,
Ranelaghs

In Attenduncer

Apologies: Mr. Maudlivg, Mr. Pym,
Mr, Heseltina,

1. Proavess on Policy Growp Dlgcwsgiong

Thee was a discussion.on :various, aspects of our
current policy work, and it was agpead that:
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{i) We cou’d not décide what to publish Bérore
tiug Party Conference,. or during the Party Conference,
until the current discussions were concluded and a
study made of the points of agresment and emphasis
emerging from the Mimtés.

T E, 5T L.

(11) The general intention, Rowdvér, Vas clear
viz. to indicate our strat without spelling out
detalls, However, it would be helpful to ehow that
we have avamined certain problems in detail, by
indicating various courses that might be adopted vwithout
committing ourseives Pirmly to them,., i

{141} It vas undesiyable -for there to ba a sonstant
leakage of separate detaileditems.o. licy during the
SUTmer. - B R i

2. Land

My, Raison introducdd the pdpér (LCC/F6/119) pointing
out that we wire carrg.gg ut consilfations with various
outside professional &g "On-What ‘we PUtSin place of
the Community Land Act. Thers was a case for keeping
gome of the machinery of the Act t0 ensble us to issue
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directives to local authorities that no further land
should be acquired and that which was acquired should
be dispersed of. Two 'main poirts were sureed:

(1) 1t was our Firm intention to repeal the
Commanity Lead Act.

{11} we accepted the case Por a tax of profits
arising from battermert.

Edugation
Mr. St. John-stevai; introduced the paper
{Lec/16/121) There was & distussion and the general

themes and principles were agreed, with the proviso that
we would not spell ou.t too moch detail in the policy
document.

With reg:rd to" standaids wa ' should emphasise
that alongsi

we were eqially concernsd to raise the stamdards in
comprehensive schoolsg, & point which needed to be
borne in mind was the need to ho:l.p children with.
language d:.ff:l.cult:l.es.

The Following points were also agreed:

(1) A national system of monitoring performance
of schouls shovld be estahlished.

(2) A principel role in this couls be played
by a strengthened Asgessment of Performance Unit (AP'Er)
and school inghectordte.

(3] We shouild ‘recognise that there werk
restrictions on. therole. of ‘the D:E.S+ -and ‘the -
Inspectorete in assist:l.ng in the ra:.srng' of standards.

(4)  We should anphasise -fha't monf.bor:mg performance
appliss -as mich te numerdcy o Litaracy “in viw of
low attaitiment in mathemat e in’ schools. ’

(3) Externally set md mdu-ated _examinations
should remaid’ e ess

(6) Ve raoognised tha€ the:‘e we‘m ob:]ect:tanr
regarding any vublication of’the results of APU tests
on individual children Dut tha publication of schocls!
attainment in-APU tedts woifld Bé poplilan with the public.

(7} H&fioal ‘MiNinn fsCandards In reading, writing

and arithmetic stionld be ‘irtroducéd Por all pupils before

they embarked on secondary eiwcation. The age at which
tests shouid be taken shouid be such as to allow remsdial
work to be undertaken when needed,

(8) Thera,should he sn inquir :.nto standards ang
discipuing in secondary’ “achoola’ rj. rhal »reference
tn compgehens:.ve schnols- A .

our &agire te preserve good selective schoo.
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9} With regard to proposal § oh page 2 thers
wera gw:l).n danger:g the pesgitle cost and the possible
uge that the Lebouwr Party might make of this to
interfere with curricula.

(10) We should not refer to the proposal in
paragraph 1b on page 4 in the Pelicy Document.

(11) The proposals of tha parents charter were
agread but with regard to paragraph 3 on page 5 on
local appeals boards, the principle of having an aﬁpeal
was agread but Mr. St. john-Stevas wuld examine the
pPractical aspects of this préposal wita Lord Hailsham.
We wuld examine vhether the Ombudsman system might be
of assistance.

(12} With regard to paragraph 1 at the bottom
of page 2 on Section 76 of the 1944 Bducation Act we
siould engure that we obtained the precise form of
words desired to engure maximwn freedéim of choice.
Wwith regard to Walés, the Education Group would discuss
with Mr. Pdvardst Group the administration of the powers
givirg pavents the right tp ask Por their childrven to
be taught in Bnglish.

{13) In peragraph 4 on'page 5 the word "requiredt
in the secondpline should be replaced by "encouraged®.

{14) It was agreed that head teachers with the
agreenent of pavents concsyred should have power to
allow pupils o leave school early as long as proof
was obtained of such puplls'admission to apprecticeships,
sexvice in the porces, Purthér and higher edwcation
and jobs where Purther education was involved.

(15) In paragraph 4,2t the bottom of page & we
should not spell out that wa vera congidering piacing
17 and 18 year olds on the juvenile bench.

{16) I paragraph 3 om page 9 we should De-examine
the proposal to discontimue the social priority achool
teachers! allovance.

(17) Regarding paragraph’'s of page 5 there were
arguments against appointing educational welfare cfficers
and a casa For teachers baing inmvolved in pastoral care.

(18) with regard to Section 8 cn pages 10-12 an
Further and Higher Education there was dangar of
increasing bureaucracy if an Advanced EBducation Commission
vag set to co-ordinate the work amnd finance of
Polytechnics, colleges of education and furthen education
collegea as suggested on page 912. The Miversity fwants
Conmiittee should be retained and polytechnics recognised
as being naticnal institutions. It was desirable to
remove some control of this section of Further education
from the local education authorities, and there were
power Ful Irgumem:s for the setting wvp of a Polytechnice
Grants Committee but we should, Fo the time beirg, keep
our opticns open and seek to build on the work of the
group,
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{19} Tha proposed "Teachors? Onuwar D ]
was desirable in principle. T3 should take over
the L. %.8. disciplimery Punction, 2s itais world increazse
the status ¢f the teaching profession, but we wowld have
to ensure that the NUT did mot comntrel the Council.

(80; while it was recognised that the Siadow
Cabinet Sub Committze and Mr. Finsberg?s group on
Greater Loudon were in favonr of abolishing the ILEA
2nd moving itz work to the lLondon boroughs, there were
difPiculiias ragarding demarcacion beiwedm boroughs and
ariging From whet might in the fuiure be cux praoposals
for polytechnics. We should not publish nur dntention
regarding ILZA and would axamine the matter fusther.

(21) Tt was noced that amy reducing of the grant
given to students® unicns in regper~t oF all students
wovld be a cousiderabla blow to the Conservative students
who had recently made significant advancsas. 3¢ would .
the sebstitution of a system of luans for geants, waich
Wwas not praciicable. | However consideragion should
be given & the introfuction of loans for postgraduates.

{22) We «hould use cash limits to cut the cost of
educationa' administration, especially that of
ancillavies in tha schools.

4o Spending

Mr, WOLY set obt [Lo pzuf sals of the Pu.bL e Sector
Croup -for cutting aducational spemding.
that Mr. Hooo would let Mr. St. Joka-Stew 4
of his @roupts proposals which would then Us the suh;act
g*’ dlscussions between the Education amd Public Sector
T OUPSa

5.4 Other Businacs L i X .

With regurd 1o the Policy Document or houaing, it
was agreed that although it was our intentisn tc ~nable
housing associations to buy the houses they occupied,
this right would not aun:end m st\zuem. hovglhg assselations.

The meeting closed at 6,10 P.m.
24 .
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