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SOVIET TROOPS IN CUBA 

1. WHEN I CALLED ON THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL TODAY TO PRESENT 

MY CREDENTIALS, DR WALDHEIM SAID THAT DR CASTRO HAD COME TO SEE 

HIM IN HAVANA LAST WEEK TO TALK ABOUT T H I S QUESTION. CASTRO HAD 

SAID THAT THE ^j!0JZL-SQ VIET TROOPS HAD BEEN IN CUBA FOR 17 YEARS. 

EVER S iNCE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SOVIET M l S S i . E S AFTER THE 1962 

C R I S I S , HE COULD ASSURE THE SECRETARY-GENERAL THAT THEY WERE MOT 

A C O M S A T FORCE AND THAT THEY WERE O F ONLY SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE TO 

C U B A , THE IR F U N C T I O N WAS TO T R A I N CUBAN F O R C E S AND TO M O N I T O R 

U N I T E D S T A T E S RADIO INSTALLATIONS. HE HAD ALWAYS ASSUMED T H A T THE 

A M E R I C A N S KNEW O  F THEIR PRESENCE A N  D HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY 

THEY WERE M A K I N G A F U S S NOW. 

2 . WALDHEIM HAD FORMED THE CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT CASTRO WANTED 

HIM TO PASS THE ABOVE T O THE US GOVERNMENT AND HE HAD ACCORDINGLY 

SPOKEN TO M R VANCE, VANCE HAD CONFIRMED THAT THE AMERICANS KNEW 

O  F THE PRESENCE O  F THE SOVIET TROOPS, BUT SAID THAT.THEY HAD ONLY 

RECENTLY DISCOVERED THAT THEY WERE A COMBAT (UNDERLINED) BRIGADE. 
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