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LO3RD MEETING

5,00 pam.; Wednesday 1Tth March 1976, in the

Leaderts Hoom gt the House of Commons
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AGENDA

1, Minutes of the 102nd Meeling
2, Future Business
3. Forthcoming Events

4. Party Organisation - paper by Lord Thorneycroft
16C/76/105 - attached

5. Any Other Businses
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T -

Minutes nf tﬁemiDan

- 17th March 1976 1
-COMmONG. : - 1t

Present: Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair}

M. Whitelaw,:Siri Kelth Joseph,
_lord Cayrrington, Lord, Hailsham
T uaudling, Sie Geoffrey JHove,
P Mr.iPricr, My Pym, Mr. Gilmour,
3 '.'l‘enk:‘.n, Mey - Payton),
M. Sty John-9gtevas, Mr. Raison,
Mr, Maude, Mr, Buchanan-Smith,
M, Edmtds Mr. Neave
MI:B. Tﬁoenhai’m, " Bl.éfen,'
Lord rneycroft
. - Mry Atking
In attendance;: ~ Mr, Butler, Mr,- Stanley,
Mr, Patten, Mr. Nicholson

A.polngiep,: ,Mz. Hese].ti.ng

The Conservatives and Coslition

Mrs. Thatcher veported that, in view of a report in'The
Timed' on the previous day Eollowing Mr, Wilson's ennouncement
that he was to resigm, which indicated that she and certain
membexs ‘of the LCC had dfscussed the-gttitude of the Conservative
Party “towards - fommg a'coglition gnd -which also purported to
repreésert the' ‘yidws 'of certaid me!nbetv of -the jShadow Cabinet,
she had luuek‘r(n stai emem?*-tdithafeffecc that 'The Timdd report
was ‘Cotdlly Insccurate, ‘that “there tad beentno such dizcussion,
and -that the Censervative Party wanted a General Election, neot
a coalition, ) L

roposed iness: for.the Week 2Znd-29th March
On Monday, 22nd March there would be a Supply Ba{ the first
half . being tal en by, the Liberals and the gecond half bei
taken by:the United Ulster Unfonistg.. This. would be followed by
Consideration of Lords Amendmenti €o tbe Pravention of Terrorism
(Temporary Provisirns) Bill' {Mr. wWhifelaw, Mr. Allaon),

_2.“!;;11 ‘MAdreh -Mr.-Renton would seek leave to -
etie ‘Publications Bill under the 10 Minute
Rule; -This wolld be'ﬁouowed ’bi the . Saconhd ‘Reading of the New
“Tovms (Amendment) Bill (Mr.o Ka aon), a Motion on the Property
Services Agency Order (Mr.'Latham):and Gorsideration of Lords?
A:nendments td the dntar Charges Bil‘l (Mr. Speed, Mr.-Jones).

on &h&nasday, ‘lm:h ‘March Mr," Gryer would' seek. leave to
introduce; his: Health and Safgty at; t.% (Amendmenr.) Bill under
the 10:Minote Rule. This would, amf lowed by & pplge K
with subject ko;be decided., At 7.00,p.m. theye would 2
Aritish:-Transport Docka: ?alhﬂtm Bill. Fowler), .
aising as-opposed, Private: Busipess, followet {:y a Motion on
Hﬁn:égﬂa Asalstance tp, ] =3 (E‘ Lhemicals Inr.ernatl.onal
L ted).

On: Thursday, 25th March there wnpld be the Second Reading
GE. thordeighte and Mensuzes dcs BULL. (Mr, erheim, Wr. Lamont)
£v1 owed by a Hnt.iorl W

".....IOn 'Friday
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On Friday, 26|:h Maxq.t\, there would be Private Members?
Motions, the motions! g those 'of 'Mr, Gow on Personal Liberty
and Freedom of Chol Mr. Onslow and Si.r_ George Young.

On Monday, 29!:!1- March there would be & Debate om the Graen
Paper on Direct Elections to the Eurcpean Assembly (Crmd, N3.
6399) ( Mr, Maudling, Mr. Hurd).

Matters Artuigg on Business.
There wag & d:t.acussd.on nnd it was apreed that:

1}  We would vote on a two tine whip against the Second Reading
of the New Towns (Amendment) Bill on a reasoned amendment indicas' ,
ting that New Town tenants who wished to do so should be able to
buy their homes.

11) There should _be the maximum uncfficial effort to secure a
vote against the British Transport Docks (Felixstowe} Bill.

lii) de would vote against the Second Reading of the deights
Measures & Bill an & reascned amenduent and on & two line
whip. .

iv) Mr. Maude would speak from the fromt bench on Mr. Gow's
Private Members' Motion cn Personal Liberty and Freedom of Choice
on 26th March. .

wct for the Supp] 'D'a

There was a diacussian and it was agreed that we should
debate the Gr{.ppllng Burden of Taxation on the half Supply Bay
on 24th March, © (A5 & result of the Liberaly selecting this
subject for dabate on thelr Supply Day on 22nd March, it was
later decided to debate International Trade on 24th March).

Party Organisation: Paper by lLord Thorneyeroft

Lord Thorneycroft introduced his paper (1.OC/76/105) and
there was a discussion, I‘ha paper was apreed and the following
points were also agreeds. .

i} The whele . Shiadow Ca'b.tneb should continue to give vocal
support when necessary to- Lord Thornaycroft's recent chanpes in
the organisation of Central '0ffice, both at the Central Ccum:il
Meeting at Norwich and ‘eliewhere.

i) The srea organisation of the Paxty could net be removed but
efforts should be.made Co prévent. Central Office Agents having

to spend time.on giving.a great deal of gctention and aspecially
sacretarial assistance Lo the numercus committees that existed

at area level. Members of the volumtary side should be encouraped
to bear more of thege hurdens, where they were tmavoidable,

We should attempt to reduce the meetinﬁs within the areas,

which involved people spending too much time and money iIn travel.

11f) Attention should be ‘piven to providing more advice to
members- of the Shadow Cabinet on how best te get publicity for
the .nain ﬁoints ‘of their: apeeches and statements. Members

might seek to produce shorter prass releases, attempt to mke
nmore speeches and statements during the week, and would only

make longer spaechea when they considered it essential to expound
policy at length

iv) e should ‘discuas fiiformally with Sir Tatton Brinten t:he
question of his s tt:in a minority report to.the Ho
Committee on Fluancing I‘a itical F’dﬂ:iaa while indicat g l:hat
as he was not our official delegate om that Committee we could
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not undertake to support whatever he sald wmcondivirmally.

v)  As certain members of the LOC were finding the volume of
letters they had recelved far grester than had been expected
when the allocation of the firs:c tranche of "Short Honey'" was
made, consideration would be given to the provision of more
secretarisl help whea we discusged the allocation of the second
tranche.

Foreipn Affaivs

S4r Keith Joseph raised the question of whether we should
oppose & visit to tuls country by Mr. Drezhnev, the possibility
¢f which had been reported Ii. tie Press. There was a discussion;
and it was apreed that the Ressarch Department should first
ascertein whethar such a visit was likely.

Motor Cycle Crash ielmets (Relipious Freoptionms) Bill

It wae agreed that there would bz a free vote on the relipicus
exeapticns clausz and Mrs. Thatcher indicsted that she would
stata, as her personal view, that there appeared (o be ng reason
to compel Si%hs To wear safety helmets now, when they had nit
been compeiled to wear helmets on active service in war time.

The wmeetin; closed at 5,12 p.a.

Congervative Research Dapartmant, 23,3.7%
24 01d Queen Street, Lomdon, S.d.l1. DIN/ S04



AGRICULTURE

EMPLOYNERT

ERERGY
ENv IRONMERT

DLFENCE

HOME

INDUSTRY
SCOTLAND

SOCLAL SERVICES

TREASURY

MIsc.

SUPPLY DAYS
General Debate on Farming, Food & Fishing Not wet

State of employment in particular areas (4 day each)

London and Hest Midlands So0n iy
Remainder Later
Secret ballot for Union elections Junefduly
Training for industry for those still at
school and schoel leavers (1 day) May/Jur
Supplygnd pricing of Electricity end Gas FebfMarch
Undernccupatién of housing - including rent acts Soon as you like

Land Palicy {though the Development Land Tax 2nd
Reading will dispose of this for the time being)

Local Government District Elections Soon after Eastin
Debate on the White Paper 'Sport and Recreation'.
Kothing until Defence White Paper

General Debate on the protecticn of the
individual citizen

Future of the Probation service,
Nil return.

Grant aided schools and the consequences of

Goverrnment pelicy for education in Scotland Igwttar or
Transport in Scotiand - After Govermment Statcrent on

rail policy.
The Scottish Economy Sumigr
Housing Spring/Sureer
Health Exports 2/3 weeks
Mobility Allowance Hot before May
Making the pcor paoorer After Eudget
The role of volurtary organisations Note before June
The Administrative burden in the Health Service Juna/duly
Return to single rate of VAT Before Budget

Take note of the 3 Reports of the Biamond Cemmission

on the Redistribution of Income and MWealth ;
The Collapse of Socialist ideas.

The need to allow free enterprise to operate properly,
within a humane framework of Taws and services.

The process of national wealth-creation and the conflict
between this and socialism.

The contradictions of nationalisation

The iimits of re-distribution

The myth of job saving

Price cantrols destroy jobs, »

The need for much higher profits, earned in competition, as
the base for investment and secure jobs.



