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TO IMMEDIATE FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 318 OF 2 OCTOBER 1979 

IMPACT OF THE PAPAL V I S I T ON IRISH GOVERNMENT THINKING ON 

SECURITY AND THE POLIT ICAL SITUATION IN THE NORTH 


1. WE ARE TOO CLOSE TO THE EVENTS FOR A FULL APPRAISAL OF THE 
IMPACT OF THE P O P E ' S V I S I T TO BE P O S S I B L E j AND I SHALL DE 
REPORTING ON THE V I S I T AT GREATER LENGTH BY BAG* THE IRISH 
GOVERNMENT, TOO, WILL NO DOUBT NEED TI ME TO ASSESS THE 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THEM, E S P E C I A L L Y OF THE POPE*S VARIOUS SPEECHES 
WHILE HE WAS HERE. THERE REMAINS ALSO THE P O S S I B I L I T  Y THAT THE 
POPE WILL ADD TO THESE BY SOME REFERENCE TO THE IRISH SITUATION 
DURING HIS V I S I T TO THE USA. THE FOLLOW 1 NO THEREFORE REPRESENTS 
ONLY SOME PRELIMINARY THOUGHTS ON THE IRISH GOVERNMENT'S REACTIONS 



TO THE V i J IT I •'•» R E L A T I ON i S ; 

( A ) T H E I R WISH FOR A P O L I T I C A L IN IT I A T I V ^ BY HMG Ox NORTHERN 

IRELAND 

( 3  ) S E C U R I T Y C O O P E R A T I O N . 

P O L I T I C A L I N I T I A T I V E 

2 , T H E IR ISH GOVERNMENT . . I L L F E E L THAT THE POPE HAS C R I T I C I S E D 

HMO FOR " A L L O W I N G " A P O L I T I C A L VACUUM TO E X I S T | N THE NORTHj AND 

THEY WILL S E E T H I S AS SUPPORT FOR THEIR OWN P O S I T I O N IN CONTINUING 

TO URGE ON US T H E N E C E S S I T Y FOR SOME P O L I T I C A L I N I T I A T I V E TO F I L L 

THE VACUUM. IR ISH O F F I C I A L S HAVE ALREADY TOLD US ( A T THE MEET ING 

HERE ON 27 S E P T E M B E R ) THAT MR 0 * K E N N E D Y I L L R A I S E THE P O L I T I C A L 

S ITUATION WHEN HE MEETS SOSNI ON 5 O C T O B E R . THE P O P E ' S WORDS ON 

THIS S U B J E C T MAY C A U S E HIM TO STRENGTHEN THE TERMS IN WHICH HE 

DOES 5 0 , T H E R E IS THE FURTHER POINT THAT MR LYNQH NO D O U f T S E E H IS 

W A T E R V I L L E S P E E C H (MY T E L S NOS 3 2 5 AND 3 0 9 ) AND HIS F A C I N G DOWN 

CF THE C H A L L E N G E WITHIN H IS OWN P A R L I A M E N T A R Y P A R T Y BY S I L E DE V A L E 3 A 

AS, AMONG OTHERS T H I N G S , ~ A G E S T U R E IN OUR D I R E C T I O N . T H E IR ISH 

GOVERNMENT MAY T H E R E F O R E BE ENCOURAGED TO HOPE FOR SOMETHING -TO 

EMERGE FROM US IN T H E SHAPE OF WHAT THEY WOULD S E E AS A R E C I P R O C A L 

G E S T U R E . 

SECURITY COOPERATION 

. . THE P O P E ' S CONDEMN AT ION OF V I O L E N C E IS U N L I K E L Y TO MAKE AMY 3. 

IMPORTANT D I F F E R E N C E TO T H E IR ISH G O V E R N M E N T ' S D E C I S I O N S ON T H E 

EXTENT C F S E C U R I T Y COOPERATION WITH U S . THEY B C L E l V E T H A T T H E Y 

HAVE ALREADY E X P L A I N E D TO US (MOST R E C E N T L Y AT THE O F F I C I A L S ' MEETING 

CN 27 S E P T E M B E R ) T H E C O N S T R A I N T S UNDER WHICH THEY O P E R A T E AND T H E 

P O P E ' S WORDS HAVE NOT A L T E R E D T H O S E * IN OTHER W;HDS, T H E IR ISH 

WILL NOT HAVE BEEN INDUCED BY WHAT THE POPE S A I D TO MAKE 

S U B S T A N T I A L CONCESSIONS TO US WHICH THEY WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE 

MADE* IT IS J U S T P 0 S S 1 C L E , HOWEVER, THAT THE UNEQUIVOCAL NATURE 

CF T H E P O P E ' S CONDEMNATION O F V I O L E N C E , COUPLED WITH T H E F A C T THAT 

IT HAS ALREADY BEEN P U B L I C L Y R E J E C T E D BY P I R A AND P S F , MAY INDUCE 

THE IR ISH TO BE SOMEWHAT MORE FORTHCOMING IN D I S C U S S I N G THOSE AREAS 

OF S E C U R I T Y COOPERATION WHERE IT ALREADY SEEMS P O S S I B L E THAT T H E Y 

MAY HAVE SOMETHING TO G I V E . 
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