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MY 1.P.T.: RHODESIAN CONFERENCE

FOLLOWING 1S TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT KAUNDA TO PRIME
MINISTER:. '

BEGINS _ /k,\fi//f/?"Y-::'m'.ﬁic

MY DEAR MARGARET,

| THANK YOU FOR SENDING YOUR PARLLAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY . ". .7

IN THE COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN OFFICE, MR. RICHARD LUCE, TO
SHARE "WITH US YOUR IDEAS ON THE NEXT STAGE IN THE NEGOTIAT]ONS
AT LANCASTER HOUSE. | APPRECIATE YOUR THOUCHTFULNESS [N ;Hls..

WE WERE NATURALLY HAPPPY THAT FCLLOWING ASSURANCES BY THE‘ -
BRITISH GOVERNNMENT AND THAT OF THE UNITED STATES ON THE VITAL
QUESTION OF LAND, COYMON GROUND WAS FOUND WHICH EMABLED THE
PATRIOTIC FRONT TO CONTINUE WITH THE TALKS., THIS IS A FURTHER
AND CONTINUING SIGN OF THE WILLINGNESS ON ALL SIDES TO ctwn A
PERMANENT SOLUTSOu TO THE PROBLEM AT HAND.

MRs LUCE WILL HAVE REPORTED TO YOU ON OUR DJSCUSSIONS BUT
| THOUGHT 1 SHOULD CONFIRM [N WRITING SOME OF THE POINTS WHICH :
FORMED PART OF OUR CONVERSATION.: | '
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| FULLY APPRECIATE AND SHARE YOUR GONCERN FOR IMPARTIAL,
FAIR AND FREE ELECTIONS BEFORE.ZIMBABWE COULD BE BROUGHT TO
LEGAL INDEPENDENCE. | BELIEVE, HOJEVER, THAT THE TIME YOU
PROPOSE FOR 'CONDUCTING SUCH ELECTIONS IS RATHER TOO SHORT TO -
ACHIEVE THE. OBJECTIVES WHICH %E ALL DESIRE. AS YOU KNOW,
“THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF REFUGEES KO L1VING OUTSIDE
ZIMBABWE AND WHO WILL NEED TO RETURN HOME TO PARTICIPATE N
THE ELECTIONS. NEEDLESS TO SAY THAT THE ORGANﬁSATION FOR THE ' -Lovi
RETURN OF THESE REFUGEES WOULD TAKE TIME, THE PATRIOTIC FRONT . - :
ITSELF WOULD IN ALL FAIRNESS, NEED TIME TO ORGANISE THEMSELVES
PROPERLY. THEY.HAYE BEEN OUTSIDE AND THEIR POLITICAL MACH INERY-
HAS NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO OPERATE INSIDE ZIMBABWE BY THE PRESENT |
REGIME., A REASONABLE PERIOD IN WHIGH ALL THE PARTIES CAN
CAMPAIGN 1S, THEREFORE, NECESSARY. ARISING OUT OF OUR OWN
EXPERIENCE HERE IN ZA¥BIA, WE KNOY THAT THE AWAKENING OF
THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE PEOPLE AND THEIR PREPARATION FOR
IMPENDING POLITICAL CHANGES ARE A NECESSARY PRE-REQUISITE OF .
THE PROCESS OF FOSTERING UNITY AND RECONCILIATION IN A |
NEW AND EMERGING COUNTRY.

THE OTHER MAJOR FACTOR N THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS IN MY
VIEW IS THE REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. | NOTED FROM THE REPORT
WHICH MR, LUCE GAVE TO ME VERBALLY THAT YOU DO MOT INTEND TO -
PROCEED WITH THIS NORMAL PROCESS BEFORE ELECTIONS ARE HELD |N
ZIMBABWE, 1IN MY VIEW, THE REGISTRATION OF VOTERS IS AN EXERC(SE
THAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED IN A MUCH SHORTER PERICD OF SAY THREE
MONTHS. YOU WILL NOTE THAT NOT ONLY DO WE NEED TO ASSURE OUR
COMMONWEALTH FRIENDS BUT THE ENTIRE INTERNATIOHAL COMMUNITY
WANT TO BE SATISFIED THAT THE ELECTIONS ARE BEING CONDUCTED [N -

A FAIR AND DEMONSTRABLY DEMOCRATIC MANNER. TO EXCLUDE REGISTRAT]ON
AND THOSE ASPECTS THAT GO WITH IT WOULD BE TO RUN THE RISK OF THE

ELECTIONS NOT BEING SEEN AS.FAIR, FREE AND IMPARTIAL TO ALL -

CONCERNED.. IT IS MY BELIEF, THEREFORE, THAT YOU SHOULD G| Ve

SER10US ATTENTION TO THIS IMPORTANT PILLAR OF ANY DEMOCRATIC
PROCESS. ' ; '
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| BELIEVE FRANKLY THAT THESE PROCESSES WHICH ARE VITAL TO -
THE NEED TO FOSTER UNITY AND RECONCILIATION AMONG THE PEOPLE .
OF ZIMBASWE ARE ABSOLUTELY MECESSARY IF WE ARE TO ARRIVE AT THE

O3JECTIVE OF FINDING A PEACEFUL AND PERMANENT SOLUTION TO THE e
CONFLICT. - IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT | BELIEVE THAT A PERIOD .
OF SIX"MONTHS IN WHICH TO COMPLETE THE WORK 1S| ADEQUATE, : ‘

| i, ! _
THE CEASEFIRE AND ITS SUPERVIS]ONs ‘

t
IN MY DISCUSSIONS WITH MR. LUCE, HE INFORMED ME THAT IT wAs " .
THE INTENTION OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO ESTASLISH A MIL[TARy. . .
COMMISSION OF BOTH SIDES TO DISCUSS THE MATTERS RELATING TO THE. 0
CEASEFIRE. | PROPOSED THAT SUCH A JOINT. COMMISSION NEEDED TO
PEET ALMOST IMMEDIATELY IF POSSIBLE. S IMULTAREOUSLY WITH THE 500
PELITICAL DISCUSSIONS. | SAID THIS.WOULD BE [MPORTANT |I TERMS + .- b 1
O DIFFUSING TENSION AMONG THE PARTIES. | MUST ADM|T MR, LUCE * . &
WAS NOT VERY SPECIFIC ON THIS MATTER AND | ACCEPT THAT YOU HAD = - 7.
PROBABLY NOT DEVELOPED YOUR IDEAS MUCH FURTHER THAN THIS OR AT Tui-ait s
LEAST YOU HAD NOT BY THAT TIME REACHED A STAGE WHEM YOU WOULD ... " "
FEEL FREE TO INFORM US ABOUT YOUR DETAILED PROPOSALS. HOWEVER 47 i
| GOT THE IMPRESSION WHICH IS NOW CONFIRMED BY YOUR OW\ PROPOSALS - 7
TABLED ON MONDAY THAT YOU ANTICIPATE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AR
OPPOSING ARMIES AND SUBSEQUENT DISENGAGEMENT OF FORCES, S

THE IDEA OF A CEASEFIRE THAT CAN HOLD IS CENTRAL TO THE S 2
RESOLUTION OF THE CONFLICT, DURING OUR DISCUSSIONS IN LUSAKA; -
IT WAS QUITE CLEAR, AS YOU WILL AGREE, THAT THE IDEA FOR THEG = v o
PRESENCE OF AN INTERNATIONAL FORCE WAS VERY MUCH PREFERABLE. i -~ oo g
YOU HAD EXPLAINED TO YOUR COMMONYEALTH COLLEAGUES THE PROBLEMS - »- .0
WHICH YOU WOULD HAVE IF, SUCH TERMINOLOGY WERE TO APPEAR IN THE -
FINAL COMMUNIQUE, HOWEVER, THE TIME FOR A DECISION ON JUST HOW o
THE CEASEFIRE 1S TO BE SUPERVISED AND PCLICED HAS NOW COME, AN
INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE IN ONE FORM OR THE OTHER TO OVERSEE THE
OBSERVANCE OF THE CEASEFIRE 1S A3SOLUTELY NECESSARY IF WE _
ARE TO ACHIEVE THE DESIRED RESULTS. | HAVE NO DOUBT IN MY OWN
MIND THAT THE FINANCING OF THE EXERCISE S NOT AN INSURMOUNTABLE
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PROBLEM, THE UNITED STATES AND SELECTED EUROPEAN POWERS WOULD,.
IN FACT, BE MORE THAN WILLING TO MAKE THEIR CONTRIBUTION IN THIS
RESPECT. MARK CHONA WHO HAS BEEN ACTING ON MY INSTRUCTIONS,
HAS DISCUSSED MY ANXIETIES ON THIS MATTER WITH YOU ALREADY. |
HOPE AND TRUST THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO APPROACH
THIS 1SSUE WITH THE SERIOUSHESS AND IMPORTANCE THAT IT DESERVES.

FINALLY, | WOULD LIKE TO REITERATE MY SUSTAINED INTEREST IN
ADHER ING STRICTLY .TO THE PRINCIPLES THAT GUIDED US DURING THE
LUSAKA CONFERENCE. AT NO.OTHER TIME HAVE WE GOT SO CLOSE TO A
SOLUTION OF THE COMFLICT. WE CANNOT AFFORD TO LOSE THIS OPPORTUN|TY
AS THE CONSEQUENCES FOR SECURITY AND PEACE IN THE G i
AREA ARE GRAVE, IT IS FOR THIS REASON, MARGARET, THAT I FIRMLY .
BELIEVE THAT YOU SHOULD REVISE YOUR PRESENT IDEAS ABOUT THE ..
ARRANGEMENTS WHICH YOU NOW PROPOSE FOR THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD, -

| REMAIN AVAILASLE FOR FURTHER CONSULTATIONS IN THESE
MATTERS. '
AS ALWAYS,
KENNETH.,

KENNETH D. KAUNDA i
T~ —  PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA.
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