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LEADER COHSULTATIVE COMMITTER

Minutes of the 217th Mecting held at 5.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 26th July 1978, In the Leader's Room
at the House of Commons.

Fresent: Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph.

Lord Carrington, Lord Hallsham,

Lord Therneycroft, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
Mr. Pym, Sir Ian Gllmour, Iir. Jenkin,
Mr. Peyton, ir, Davies, Mr. Neave,
Mr., Heseltine, Wr. St. John-Stsavas,
Mp. Maude, Hr. Edwards, Mr. Notk,
Mrs. Oppeunheim, Mr. King, Mr. Taylor.

«e. Atkins.

In attendance: 5ir Wichael-Havers, Hr. Fowler,
Lord Denham, Mr. Butler, Mr. Stanley,
Mr. Patten, Hr. Ridley, Mr. Wolfson,
Mr. Housten.

Apologles: M. Prior.

Rhodggia

HMr. Davies reported on his visit to Rhodesia and on a
meeting of MPs to discuss the issue. There was a wide varlatr
of opinion in the Party, about whether or not we should take an
initiative. ifp. Maudling's motion had been widely supported but
i1t was not & practical proposiliion at the moment. We must make
some contingency plans for elther a break-down of the internal
settiement leading to & resumption of control by Smith, or an
attempt to hold the October election in a state of near aparchy.
We could not avold a vote on the forthooming Government motion but
we must try to keep the Party united around the central issue
of strong eritleisms of the Guvernment's handling.

There was & dlscussion on the various options cpen to the
Party. It was supgesated that we might look at the example of
Namibia and involve some members of the Security CJouncil in
searshing for a solution, but the dangers of our propesing a
partiocular scheme in & situation which we had no power to control
and of appearing to despair of the internal settlement were
noted. It was azresd that Ln the Commons debate wa should
concentrate on crlticisms of Dr. Owen's handling of the whole
business, but that we should alsoc present some positive ideas Too
discussion and conaideration., We would vote agalnst the
Government on a two line whip.

The Scottish Manifesto
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Mr, Vhitelaw reported on his discussien concerning the
Scottish Manifeato. It was sgreed:that:

{1} thers should be further consideraticn of Tlshing
policy to agres a form of words;
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{(it) we should lLook sympathetically at the case for
abolishing the tolls on the three major Scottish bridges,
eatimated to cost £1% million, pending further discussions with
Mr. Fowler. The arguments for the abolitlon of tolls en ather
bridges in Britain would be looked. at casae. by case;

(111) we must bear peolitical considerations in mind when
considering proposals for the dispsrsal of elvil servige Jobs,
but we were ngt committed te the current plans affecting West
Gloucestershire and Bath, WWhile we could accept the principle of
diespersing & certain number of Jjocbe to Glasgow, we 4id net
balieve that the Government's present proposals were satisfactory.

Thare was glsc a discussion of the syggestlon that the
Party should pledge 1tself in the Manifesto to establishing an
il fund, Tinanced by oll revenues, to help lmprove the
enviranment generally in Scotland and to assist arcas dependent on
o1l develepment -iq presare for a future without oil. There wers
Aifficulties Ln proceeding with thls idea and 1t was agreed that
Mr. Taylor should discuss 1t further with 5ir delith Jogseph and
8ir Geeffrey Howe.
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