
k

PRIME MINISTER

UK Contribution to EC Budget : Publicit

1. We need to consider what steps to take to present our

case on the EC Budget in the other countries of the Nine.

2. You decided before Dublin not to give any interviews

or briefings to the press beyond what this Press Office, FCO

and Treasury were already doing.

3. I think the position in the period running up to the

next European Council meeting is rather different. The main

arguments for a reduction in our contribution are well-known

but we need constantly to counter:

(a) mischievous arguments, for example, about

North Sea oil, the British economy, etc.,

put about in Brussels, Paris and, to a

lesser extent, Bonn;

(b) continually to remind the press and, through

them, those officials dealing with the issue

in continental capitals that we really do

mean business and that we must have an early

solution.

4. We have received requests for interviews from many

important European outlets and, together with the FCO and

Treasury, an active programme involving Lord Carrington,

the Lord Privy Seal and Treasury Ministers has already begun.

(Details given at Flag A). These requests from the European

media include several for interview with you, the most

important of which come from  Die Welt  and French Television.

It is, of course ,  in France and West Germany that we most need

to get over our message.
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5. I believe you have nothing to lose and much to gain

from doing one major French and one major German interview,

if you have time between no and the next Council. We can

ensure that the media in the rest of the Community, particularly

Denmark and the Netherlands, are covered by other Ministers.

6. You may remember that Die Welt asked for an interview

through Dr. Barzel last September (Flag B). They have renewed

their request and it is strongly supported by our Ambassador

in Bonn and by the FCO. Should you be unwilling or would not

have time for a full interview, we could try to place an article

signed by you in Die Welt, but this would, in my view, be

very much a second best.

7. As regards the French, our Ambassador in Paris recommends

a television interview, the timing to be decided carefully in

the context of our negotiating tactics. I understand that

Lord Carrington supports this recommendation and may be writing

to you.

8. I recommend  that you should do both interviews, subject

to satisfactory  assurances  on the nature of the questions,

interview, etc. Do you agree?

B. INGHAM

18 February, 1980



EC Budget : Publicity  Programme

The following is a list of  the publicity  which has

already been undertaken:

(i) Lord Privy Seal interviewed on Dutch

Television (14 December).

(ii) Two articles by the Lord Privy Seal in

the Belgian financial daily "Agefi"

on 21 November and 21 December.

(iii) Lord Privy  Seal interviewed on TF1

(French Television) on 23 January.

(iv) Lord Privy Seal's speech at IFRI

(23 February). We are trying to get

this published in a suitable French

paper, perhaps "Politique Internationale".

(v) Chancellor of the Exchequer's speech to

the French Chamber of Commerce on 17 January.

(vi) Lord Privy Seal's interview with Europa

(published on 5 February in The Times).

(viii) Lord Carrington's interview with L'Express

(on 8 February for publication on

16 February).

For the future we lan:

(i) ]ord Privy Seal's signed article for Le Soir,

Brussels (within two weeks).

(ii) An article for Die Welt or another German

newspaper (to be arranged).

/(iii) An



(iii) An article for Le Monde towards the end

of February, perhaps under Lord

Carrington's signature.

(iv) Lord Carrington to be interviewed on

German Television (ARD). No date fixed.

(v) Request from French radio to interview

Lord Carrington in March (to be arranged,

depending on Prime Minister's response to

request for interview on French Television).

(vi) Nigel Lawson to write a feature article

for the Financial Times on the EC budget

(which should be widely read in other

European capitals).

In addition, briefings are being given regularly to resident

and visiting correspondents for EC countries by officials in

No. 10, FCO and Treasury.
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FOLLGaY  I NG FOR  PRIVATE SEC,ETA1 Y.

THE Pi3Ir5E IMIP:ISTER: POSSI ,,LE INTERVIEW V,ITil DIE ',;ELT

1. DR  RAINIER  BARZEL,  DEFEATED Ct'Ai;CELLOR C4;;DIDaTE  FOR  THE CDU/CSU

IENJ 1972,  AS'r,EI)  TO SEE ME  AND  CAVE  FOR  A TETE- A-TETE  LUNCH  TODAY.

THE OBJECT OF 141S CALL \ \S TO EN .;UIRE WHETHER THE PRIM!. i.IP,ISTIR
WOULD LE PROPARED TO GIVE AF; IN ;J''EPTH Ii:TERV1Et '+  FOR  QUOTE i)IE

lit' LT U"b UOTE, AT W HCH HE 1 0ULD 13E THIE INTEPVIEAE R. TILE £ AC!CROUND,

AS H EXPLAINED IT, WAS THAT TH PRi;< MINIS1ER'S VICTORY AT THE

POLLS AND IF R AOSUN.PT I  Oil!  OF T!;E OFFICE  OF  PR I i-'E  6(FASTER HAD

AROU3=J 1I!:'ENSE IN11:_REST IN TiL FEL'ERAL REPUi LIC OF CFR:'IAHY A?,D

HE SU:;SEQUE'i T PC;L 1 C I ES HAD ZEEN FOLLO;E D ' I Til SY?' PATHY AND F CPE

T;.'AT i HEY ` OULD SUCCEED. THE l l cZA i,OULD  LE  THAT TiiE P (I E ; 1;, I STER

SHOULD G I VEi1  THE .0t'POR TU+:1 T Y GF EX,=LA l Ii I NG i'.*_°; POLICIES I N

TI;E 1 "lO'EEST SENSE OVER  THE  WIDEST FIELD LY QUESTION Al:D AHS'wER,

ALT -'U li ThEZE '14CUL D ALSO. i;E  SUE  EDITOR 1 tL uE SCR I ? TI VE ATT R-

PLACE OF INTERV IE'rr, ';HAT THE P iv'AS NEAR I'G ETC.  Cr  EARZE! v OULD

E i'fRE PARED TO SUi,:-° I T THE QU a T I CI S EEFO'ZE HAI `iD. HZ GUL.i) CO;'.E

TO LG;O', TO DO THE T TO:,ETi-ER W I T'HI A'.; T  E  HI S
P?Efi::??E7 TIME WOULD LE 14 AND 21 OCTOEL?  ALTHOUGH THERE

:MOULD 'NATURALLY 1 E I.AT I TU E TO SU l T 1•i PR1..E '° I I I STE:I'

CONVE I E ICE . I UNDERTOOK TU Ti.A:lati; I T TF REQUEST  .UT  MME I T CLEAR.

10:ITHAT I C': UI_D I ̀ : NO '°-,'AY A;'; T I C I PATE Ti-`_7 PR I YE 13T'EP' S  1 0 : 1 .

2.  1  SU'rt RT  THIS  PROPOSAL FCR Tr.E FOLLOA . REASONS. I Tt.R<

IT EE Wf:OLLY IN THE I!;TEREST FOR T1 CG':P'E =':JIVE

ACCOJ ,T GF T-; NJRPv.ES AND 1'iTEt-T I{:i:'15 OF s`c:R i•:,v: STY  S

TO LE 'udbELY PUuLISIED I% TFE FE/:E VL REPILIELIC FRO'l THE  ;4'1

AUT7:C'?lTATl VE SOURCE. iC°JUTE DIE ,.ELT UN;XCTE IS 0',E OF THE TF-'EE

'COST 1 ̂ .=LY CIRCULATED S'E 1 4 ' . P, ?: E R R I t:  THE  F';. TIE OT!'E?S

ARE TH QUOTE FRAN<FURTEt? ALL,= •::I'iE ZEiTU 3 !J'i:;Ut:'TE T: E QUOTE
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SUEI)DLUTSCHE ZEITUN0  UNQUOTE).  GREOVER IT HAS A PARTICULAR

CONNECTION  WITH  i;R 1 TA I N SI NCE I T WAS ORIGINALLY LICENSED AFTER THE
WAR IN THrr 'R ITISH Z(:N;E. ITS DEAREST EQUIVALENT IN  THE  UK IS,
I SUPPOSE,  THE QUOTE DAILY TELEiRAPH UNQUOTE,  LOTH I N FORi•,AT  AND

EDITORIAL POLICY, ALTHOUGH I T IS WITH QUOTE TPE TIMES UNQUOTE,

QUOTE  LE  MONDE'  UNQUOTE AND QUOTE LA STAXPA UNQUOTE THAT  I T PRODUCES

A JO I HI MONTHLY,  EUROPA SUPPLE+MENT.  THE G'e NER,  AXE L  SPRINGER,  is

AZGUAOLY THE MOST I,'-,PURZTANT AND U; LUE.'JTIAL PUL15HE1 IN GERMANY.

DR z?.1:;ZEL CAN,  IN MY JUOGEM-ENT, BE  RELIED ON LOTH 'f0 PUT THE

QUESTIONS AND  PRESENT  THE ANSWERS FAIRLY .  N.OREOVER THE TIMING

IS ftI'.afT,  SINCE AN  IFS-DEPTH I d17ERVIEW OF THIS SORT I.OULD PROVIDE

AN AD;r,IRAULE CURTAIN RAISER TO THE PRIME 'IU'ISTER ' S FORTH-

COM I NSa VISIT AT THE END OF CCTUt;EiR.

3, Tf,r ARGUMENTS ARE NOT  OF  CG;JRSE ALL ON CO?.C' SIDE. DR IIARZEL,

ALTHOUGH FOR HEALTH EASO`f3 NO LuNGER IN ''THE t IR;TrL1GN'T OF

FEDERAL PUL I T I C I ANS,  I S STILL AN  I MPORTAi•  T MEi ' uCR OF TH  CDU  ANI)

OF THE IWUNDESTAG.  THE  CONSERVATIVE  VICTORY  I N THE UK  ',;AS  WIDELY

ACCLAIMED HERE AS A  FILLIP  FOR THE CDU/ CSU, AND STRAUSS HAS  CLAIMED

TO BE QUOTE THE  GERMAN VRS  THATCHER UNQUOTE.  THERE I S ALREADY

50,7-ETHI NG OF A PRE-E LECTOR AL  AT ;OSPHERE HERE, WITH  SOME FAIRLY

HEAVY FIRE  b% c-1140  EXCHANGED ST AUSS AND LEADERS CF THE
% 1'41z'

SPD EG  :)AVIR.  IT COULD bE  fELD T HAT IF THE PRIME MINISTER ?.ERE

INTERV IEWED BY DR SAIRZEL IN A STtRcN  SLY ANTI- SPD PAPER ( HIGH

DIE  'ELT  IS) IT t•:Iuc'T CLOUD HERE RE LATIONSI-HP WITH THE FEDERAL

CHANCELLOR  ̀ ,:HiCH, OF COURSE, MUST HAVE FRR 1CR I TY.

4. 1 DO NOT  TI'•IN•FK THAT THIS NEEi) ::E A DECISIVE OSJECTIO?v.  T,-,E

rE.,f_ ..LE'C I r.. - . .~ STI i ., n.. 1 i ..L:,  J v..•i a.

BE  {1I TAI ;;EJ TH.\T ANY  IhTERVItE..  THE  PR1I4E ; I iSTER GA,`! TO AN

OPPOSITION' PCL iTICIA't COJLD SI 1F ICA.'NTLY INFLUENCE Tf .E" AT Tri1S

i 1 i )i:':CE.  I T SHJULD DE  POSS I :ALE FOR TIIE PR I I I STEW TO AVO 10

,ISSUES `,  HIGH ARE A .'-:AFTER  OF  PAR-i Y  POLITICAL  Ct.'TRO'vE i 1ERE:.

C^ECE R IF T;:E I :TE2';1E';: TuO'l, PLACE AND  1,ERE PUFLI.SHED I': ADV•''iCE

OF T r PRIME  N ,  I Ni 1 . ' ) T E  V I S I T HHE'RR ON 31 OCTOZER,  F R L; I '  C . U  I Q '

AND CO'%FEREtiCE Cl:::t.CELLOR  SCH''IDT  vUULD CANii.EL OUT ANY

RESIDUAL PARTY POLITICAL  FOR  THE GS'POSITIOfl.
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3, N VER rHELES i I F, AS I  Hu PE,  THE PRIME  NI  ii I STER I S W I LL I N 1 TO

`:t:ET ;Z ;;ARZEL'S EST, IT COULD EE WI E IF SHE ';ERN TO CLEAR hER

LINE: ITH Tf;:`: C11A:.CELL0R FIRS(. I THINK THIS COULD BEST CE GORE

I,11FORi•;;,LLY BY A TELCPHONE CALL  FROM THE PR 1 NE  MIN ATE

SECHETA RY TO RUHFU S  11.1 THE KA'';ZLERAi•T,  RATHER THAN THROUGH THIS

E;1i•A. I T COULD i C CXF LA I t;F_i) TO RU HFUS  THAT  THE Pfd 1 t• E  IN*, { r' I STER

WELCG,ED THE OP OfTUJITY OF GIVING  THIS  i;:TEf2VIED:,  WHICH SHE BELIEVED

WOULD iiE HELPFUL  IN  TERMS OF EXPLAINING U'< POLICIES TO THE GERMAN

PUBLIC. SHE WOULD) OF COURSE £% CAREFUL TO AVOID ANY IMPRESSION OF

TAKING SIDES IN ERi'lAi'1 INTERNAL POLITICS. BUT SIE' t'OULD NOT WISH TO

GO A  41-A l 1 F THE CHANCELLOR T`s'.;UU "; T THAT  THE  INTERVIEW P: I G HT CAUSE

HIM AF'( POLITICAL c?,;;A«RAS.5VEt J. I I.EL I EVE THAT A MESSA; E ALONG

THE' ),E  LINES ':;UUL1) EFFECTIVELY  DISARM  THE CHA':CE LLOR AND TEAT THE

CHANCES OF HIS RAISI G ANY O::J'ECTION TO T;;E INTEPVIE„ OULD LE

VERY i'UT ) AS HE TOi.i) NE AT  DI  t NER THE 'OTHER "1 'S "T (i 'Y

LETTER TO THE. SECRETARY OF STATE OF 20 SEPD FER), HE EFLIEEVES

TWAT THE  ESSE+1TIAL TiHINS FOR R;:LATIO S OF CONFIEE`':CE itET,E:EN HEADS

OF 3CV Rid;%,ENT IS THAT THEY SHOULD E CO`'.r'LETELY FRANK I TH ONE

A?;OT;''I-:R. All APP;RO ACii o LINES !'.CULL) SHO';r THAT TI';E PRIME

MINISTER WAS ACTI':G ICI  THE SAVE  z.ELIEF.

G. IN SHORT, I CONSIDER  THAT THE  ADVANTAGES TO THE NATIONAL

I HTERRE:ST OF ACCED ft.i TO i:, . LAR /_'t.L' S REQU ST CO"'SIDE°.ai.LY

OUT;E I GH ANY QUALNi ,  AND  T EtAT THESE QUALMS CAN BE SET AT REST I N

THE : ANi4ER I .SAVE SUGGESTED.

WR IG1HT
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