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As you know, t h e Prime M i n i s t e r h as s e r i o u s l y q u e s t i o n e d 


t h e r e c e n t l y r e n e g o t i a t e d c o n t r a c t between BNOC and BP f o r 

t h e s u p p l y by BP t o BNOC of c r u d e o i l from t h e Middle E a s t . 

T h i s came up a t t h e m e e t i n g which t h e Prime M i n i s t e r h e l d 

l a s t e v e n i n g w i t h M e s s r s . L a i d l a w and B a x e n r t e l l w h i c h was a l s o 

a t t e n d e d by your S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e and S i r J a c k Rampton. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r would be g r a t e f u l f o r a note on t h i s 

c o n t r a c t t o g e t h e r w i t h a copy c f t h e c o n t r a c t . She i s of 

c o u r s e aware t h a t t h e r e n e g o t i a t e d d e a l was approved by h e r 

e a r l i e r , but she would now l i k e t o be a b l e t o c o n s i d e r t h e 

m a t t e r i n g r e a t d e t a i l . On t h e b a s i s o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n l a s t 

n i g h t , h e r v i e w - as you know - i s t h a t t h e r e i s a c a s e f o r 

r e o p e n i n g t h e d e a l so as to r e d u c e t h e a p p a r e n t f i n a n c i a l burden 

t h a t BP c o n t i n u e to b e a r . You pr o m i s e d t o s e t i n hand some work 

on t h i s w i t h a v i e w t o l e t t i n g us have something w i t h i n t h e next 

two weeks; you a l s o s a i d t h a t Mr. How e l l was i n t e n d i n g to w r i t e 

t o S i r D a v i d S t e e l t o a s k him whether BP i n f a c t w i s h e d t o 

reopen t h e agreement so r e c e n t l y n e g o t i a t e d . 


B i l l B u r r o u g h s , E s q . , 

Department o f E n e r g y . 
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