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LEADER®S STEERING COMMITTEDR

viinutes of tne A5th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m. on
Monday, 13th Lecember 1976, in tue Leader¥s Rooin
in the House of Comnons.

Present 3 virs, Thatener (in the GChailr)

Mr, ifhltelsw, S5ir Eelti Josepn,
Lord Carrington, Sir Geoffrey iowe,
Mr. Priocy, lir. Gllmour, ir. Peytcn,
Mr. Davies, Iir, Maude,

Lord Thorneycrolt,

by J.Eltl: Iinsa

In attendance: #r. Stanley, lir. Louglas,
L, Hlecnolson.

Apologles § vire Dyms

Sir Keith Juse?h jntroduced ais two paperss 'Our Tone of

Voice and our Tasks? and 'Politicising the Partyi, There was a

discussion with regard to Home Office iffairs, It was noted

tuat the Research Departuent was examining varlous metuods OF

dealing with cxrime and criminsls used iu other countries, and

that bir, Wnitelaw and hils assistants were also exanining tue
esible use of a quota system to reduce substentially Lmigration

in all categories.

The followinz points werse agreed:

(1) One of the best ways of broadening tite base of the
Farty support was turougn liaison and worik witi: orpanisations
and individusls concerned witlh various social proolems. IC was
desirable for & variety of reasons to encourage anc assist
voluntary organisations, especially in the field of local
autacrity welfare,

1i1) BPs and candidates suould be encouraged Lo nAVE
meetings with specisl interest gwoups in toelr constituencics,
anc twore suould be dome to let then lmow what developments were
talzring place in tils field in Central DLfflce, Lord Thorneycrolt
adertools to ensure thaat the Commmity Affalrs Lepartsent
arranged weetings wita reglonal groups of HPs.

{1ii) We siould continue our efforts to secuxe tue use of
effoctive "down=to-eartia" people in our Party political broac-
cagts, Whlle, in Droadcasts and speecaes generally, 3 cartain
anount of Mimochking® toe Government was necessar?, we suould be
aware that the pubfiﬂ were bored by siaple “‘I:m:u::r::Lng"i,I as tue
press end public reception of Labowr's tHon. &lpernon Party
political broaacast sooved,

{iv} We should concentrate attention on gaining tue support

of people at work, and should give attention Co developing an
earnings policy designed to secuxe not only tax reductions but
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adequate rewards for professionalisa, skill arnd herd work, It
was agreed that Sir Qeoffrey Howe and Mr, Prior would suimnit
a paper on <arninge and tax policy.

(v) We should teke account of tue possibility thsat tue
economle indicators in a vear's time, especially tiose on valance
of paynents end sterling, might be saowing a siznificant improve-
ment, =lthough unemployment and inflation wo. ld still be
intolerable,

{vi) It was deslrable to examine & mumber of these .abiers
furtner, Mr. Prior would enquire into tie legal position of
styikes with political alms,

(vii) Sir Reith Joseph was invited to discuss wita thosc
resnonsible in Central Office and in the Areas nis ideas for
poBticlsing the Party iu the light of whuat was already bLeing .-
done and waat fiurtier developments mignt take place.
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Wy, Gilmour ralsed tie question of how we should react if,
as expected, the Govermnment cut defence in tie fortacoming Ikd"
package, it was sgreed tnat, while we might be umelilling toe vote
aﬁainst the package, we should condemn tie defence cuts
vigorousl; .

The meeting closed at 6,30 p.u.
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