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1. N STRATEGY

As far as possible transport should be patd for by the
user and decisiona between modes of transport should be taken
by ti:e user. Our policy should aim to he objective as
betwaen modes of transpert = neither Mpr " ner Ypro~rafl® -
and we should aim to remove restrictions on the most appropriate
form of transpert. ' We should recopnisa the importance of the
car - 55% of houscholds now own cars and fn rural areds the
figure 15 hither. ) .
Transport must be . cted to contribute to public

e iture cute, tle should howaver, vecornise that to s

substantial minority public transport is necessary for mobiliiy

Some subsidy maé ba necessary to provide chis, e must recornise
~the interests of those who work in the trensport services, L

Competition and free choice are preferabla to Labouris:
Mnteprated” tvansport syében.. :

2. PROPOSALS
(a) Bailways

The central aim of policy must ba to redixe British Rail's
operating deficit, It is basic to this policy that British -
Rpilts accounts should show a full bregi=dosm of costs on-a

service and line basis. In reducing tha deffcit owr starti;

point should be to elimin.te the freizht deficit = the published
deficit fizure is @70 udllion but the true figme is considevably
rreater, RBafl freipht should pay its full track cost = as Loo

should road fht, The Natiomal Freipght Corporation's

lion should be eliminated; and the duplication b
£ services by differeut nationalised carriers raviewed,

Wherever possible passenper oparations should cover their
coste, The option to close down somiw:freen £1ald" lines should
be retained but the decision should t the full information
ragquirad above, If ic is necessary to close lines then the
public st De assursd thet replacement services will continue
48 long a8 needad. In any plan for labour reductions it is
important to ha even~handad .and to reduce the administrative
staff, The present lavel of investmemt muat et least be
maintained if there is to be union asreement to labour reducitons,
An imortmt glm of policy i3 to achieva & more certain futize
for these working in the reiluway industry, C o

(b) Road Comstruceion

First priority should be given to economic. routes like
Toutea to the ports. Priority should next be piven to
environmental routes like lorry routes. There are strong .
reasens why the rosd propramme - which is productive investment -
should not be cut further. If cuts are necessary they should
be concentrated on expenditure by local transpoxt’ authorities.
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() Road Passenser Tronsport

In both wrban and rural &reas there is a need to be met
for thosa without access to cars, Bus is less axpensive than
rall at mee this needs  In rural areas the licansing
gystem should changed to enabls new services to develop.

In urban areas aise licensing can be relaxed, Tha licensing
position of mini-buses yun by voluntary organisatfons and
8c¢hools should ba changed so that a Bimpla agatam of aafety
chacks on drivers and vehicles replaces FAV icensing,

4 dacleion on policy regarding concasslonary fevas {(now
costing 255 million) should await the current Goverwriue review.
In Government we should review new bus grants (30 nillion) and

- bus fuel grants (235 millifom).

(4) Boad Jiaulere

The privately owmed road haulege indus neither depends un
subsidy nor is overmarmed. e rejact Labour plans for further ; '
netlonalisation; and policies aimed gt tax freight from road
to rafl. Policies to enable the nmation to Live more successfully
with the lorry should betgg:.—sued. Thede include lorry routeg =
it should be emphasised thesa requize the butlding of new
roads - 1 parks and continulng work on the development of
quiater lorries.

{e} The }otorist

!

We rajact daliberately anti~mctorist policies - like taxing
office car parkine spaces = and recopnise the strong desire of
femilies to own a car. The Conservative Parcy should campairm
to protect the legitimmte interests of the wotorist,

(£) Boad Safery

A8 8 Party we should put our emphasis on seeliing o .
pravent accidents rather than sealing to intreduce new restrictions,
A special effort should be made to prevent child casuslities. .

() The Ports

The presemt varied orpanisation of the industry leads to
conpetition between ports, Nationalisation would elininete
competition and reduce local control. Felixstowe should he
returned to private anterprise, It should be an ain of the
next Co vative G t that all the major port authorities
should achieve an adequate financial returm.

% ETUNGIAL BELICATIONS
Total public expenditure on inland surface transport

in 1975/75 48 just under 22,400 million at 1675 awrvay prices.
The major elemeénts in this aresw .

()  Capital expanditure on construction apd tmprovemant of
roads and car parks - E710 milliem,

(b} Curtent expenditiure on rosd maintenance, etc. -
505 mi1lien, 4
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{c) Exgenditus:e on subaidies to tranosport operators -
&5 muim (ggtvdziclf udgyfm milggn is railway .
ture - ne. B axpa ture on pensions
ﬁ infrastructure costs).

{d) Investuent b{ nationalised industries 2432 million =
of vhich 2242 millden 46 vaflwey ttvestment,

The Governmemt plan to reduce public tura ia
ragl terms to just under 2,000 million. ‘their strategy has
been to cut road investment substantially while haviny passenger
subsidies relatively untoucked,

The rreatest potentisl for savings muat be in tna
subzsldies to tvansport operators = reiluvnys (aboui o201 milifon
at 1575 survey pricesy an bus and underproumd gervicea

2143 mdllion),  Further savings are 3803511}13 frou concessicmary
Cares (255 willion), new bus prants (£30 willion and bus fual
rrants (G35 million), It seens likely that this Government wii-
Fava exthausted the potential for saviore to nosd tayy Ang el

‘mintemnca.

In soma arees ~ like the eliminatfon of subsidies oo
freicht - it {8 unlfkely that this Govervment will achieve thetir
goel end thus an incoming Conservative Govertment will have to
tht to achieve Laboumts roals,

fa LI 1

Tha only immediate legislatfon vequired is a bill to relax
&ucensi 2 atlona; and a bill to restore FelTWMETMIE To— ——
enterprise, a——r——

v———

The wnions clearly present a mejor obatacle to achiaving
cuts in public expenditure, Thers would glec be very considerable
lic cpposition to cuts in services or fare Increases.,
ovaver, we can cempairm -

{a) to eliuinate the true freipht daficit of British Rail ~
and also the daficit of the Maticnal Fraégl;t Corporation.
cur cmnpai.;fn here 12 helped by the face t Crosland
has acknowledred that there is no Justification for
subsidising freipht - althouph Shore new finds this
statement an embarrassment.,

{b) Lo discover the twue facts of Britiah Rail's Ffinancial
position. This approach 1s not cpposed by the tnions
aixd allows us rightly to Leep open owr options on line
CclLosurées. . .

(c) to relax licenging restrictions particularly in rural
areas; and to chanpge the position for volum
orcanisattms and schools, There is  great public
‘interest on both these issues, .

(d) to defend the lepitimate interests of the motorist.
Hare g well publicised comittee followed by 2 published
Teport would attract attention,
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{a) on voad safety and the prevention of child casualtias,

(£) againat nationalisation in the road haulege and sorts
industries.

There ave here six mafn  themes which can be develeped
in speeches, Emspblets end articles. * The developmant of then
will in itself help with the unions wic wish to see the
party taldor a seris interest, Clearly we showld also
emphasise our concern for those workins In transport.
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