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TELEGRAM NUMBER 91 OF 23 MARCH 1982

INFO FLASH PORT STANLEY (PERS FOR GOV),MODUK (NAVY) AND CI1CFLEET

:-YOUR TELNO 64 (ILLEGAL LANDING,ON SOUTH GEORGIA) HAS, OF CTJ 7nE,
OlossED WITH mY TELNO 39. I GAVE THE MESSAGE IN YOUR TELEGRA" T-

ENRIQUE ROS OVER THE TELEPHONE AT 1505Z. HE WAS, OF COURSE, ,VERY
DISTRESSED. HE REGRETS THAT HE HAS NO (REPEAT NO) WAY OF COmMUNI-

CATING WITH THE MEN AT LEITH. I MUST MYSELF POINT OUT THAT MY TELNO

85 DID NOT CONVEY AN ASSURANCE BUT A STATEMENT WHICH BOTH BLANCO
AND I UNDERSTOOD TO BE A FACT, I DO NOT THINK THERE WAS ANY

INTENTION TO MISLEAD.

2. AT 1530Z I WAS SUMMONED BY FOREIGN mINISTER COSTA MENDEZ WHO,

ON LOOKING THROUGH mY SPEAKING NOTES BASED ON YOUR TUR SAID

 '(A) HE WAS SURPRISED THAT HmG WAS PROCEEDING SO RAPIDLY TO

SUCH VERY GRAVE ACTION, WITHOUT EXHAUSTING DIPLOMATIC RECOURSES.

COULD NOT SUCH PRECIPITATE ACTION BE POSTPONED SEMI COLON

	

(B) HE MUST MOST SOLEMNLY WARN YOU THAT, IF HMG PROCEEDS
WITH THE HARSH MEASURE OF TAKING THESE MEN UNDER ARREST ON A BRITISH
WARSHIP TO PORT STANLEY, HE, ROS AND THOSE WHO ARE TRYINS T'). DEAL
WITH US OVER THE FALKLANDS IN A MODERATE WAY WILL LOSE CTFTR:.;L OF

EVENTS. OUR HARSH ACTION WILL PRODUCE A HARSH RESPONSE. H.:

; COULD NCI' PREDICT WHAT THIS WOULD BE, NOR COULD HE uNDERTA<E
IKEPP IT WITHIN BOUNDS.




