.
COPY NOudaas

LEADER'S OONSULTATIVE CORMI'

L46TH MEETING

5,00 p.m,, Wednesday, 12th January 1977, in the

1.
2,
ED
4y
5.

Lleader?s Room at the House of Comsons.

AQEiDA

Minutes of the l44tn Meeting.
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LEALERYS CONS VE COHITTEE

Minutes of the l46ta ideet held at 5,00 p,m, om
Wednesday, 12th January 1977, in the lLeader's Room
at thne Howe of Commons.

PresenC? Mrs, Thatcher (in tie Caatr)

kit Whitelaw, 5ir Keith Josepi,

@ Lord Garringfon, Lord Hallshaa,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Pym, Mr., Prior, .
Mr, Jeolkin, Mr. Davies,
Mz, St. Jomm Stevas, Mr, Heseltine,

AR Mr, Mewde, Mr, Heava, Mr, Edwards,

Mrs. Oppenheim, txr, BLffon,
Mr. King, Mr., YNett, br. Taylor,
Lord Tuorneycroft,

Ve, Atiing.

In attendance: Sir lilcieel Havers, Mr. Fowler,
kr, Butler, Mr, Stenley, Mr. Douglas,
Hr. Hooson, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Nicholson.

Apologies: kr, Gllmour, lir. Peyton,

1. Fubure Business for the Week 17th-24ti: January
On Monday, 17th January, tiere would be tie Second Raading
. of the Water Equalisation Caarges Bill (Hr. Jones}. Tils woule
be followed by & Lebate on a Motion to approve tue First Report
from tie Select Committee on House of Commons {Services) in
Sesslon 1976-77 on Printing of Hensard and on the Sixth Reporxt,
Sessi¢n L975-76 on Printing of Parliancntary Papers (iHr. R, Coolel.

On Tuesday, l0th January, Hr. dnthony Steen would seel:
lesve to Intrccuce his Elimination of Vendalism (Drban Housing
freas) Bill wder toe 10 Minute Rule, This would be followed by
progresa ¢n tue Committee Stage of tie Scotland and Wales Bill
(Mr, Pym and tean),

. Wednesdley, 19th January, ir. Ian Gow would seek leave to
introdice nls Britisii Steel Corporation (Dendtiomalisation) 2111
undez the 10 Minute Rule. This would be followed by further
progress on tie Commeittee Stage of the Scotland and Wales Bill,

On Tiwreday, 20th January, there would be a Ballet for
Motlons on konday, 7th February, Tils would be fallowed by tae
Second Reading of the “upwsport (Finaneisl Provisions) Bill
(ir. Fowler), and by a vevate on the Conswltation Locument on
Transport Poiicy.

Ca Friday, Zlst Janua?'. thers woulc be debstec on the
Hr

Private biewbers? liotions o « Bruce George, Lir. Ted Fletcher
and Mr. Drian Secgemoxne,

ssnssf 2. Matters
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Matters Arising on Business
Toe following points arising from business were spreed:

(1) Thexe would be a one line widp on the Second Reading of
the Water Equalisation Charges Bill, Ue would make tihe point at
tie Business Comnittes and the 1922 Comaittee that thers suould,
however, pe & good attendance for tids debate, iembers of the
Shadow Cabinet, however, would mot vote and would, where appro-
priate, sezk to pair with Goverrment Mebers.

(i1} ile should vote agaimst the Transport (Financial
Provisions} Bill on a 2 lipe whip, and we siould seek to lLieve a
suspension of Standing Orders for two hours so that tie debate on
Ega zggxils rt Policy Consultation Document might be continued

m te

Yotina on amendaents to tie Scotland and Wales Bil1l
There was & dilscussion and it wes egreed That

{1} There would be a one line wuiE on all ptosgfct!.ve .
amendments exeept tue one to exclude Wales from the Bill whicu
we would vote for onm a 3 linme wip.

(11) If they wera debated, we would opgoae the Liberal
amendmect wiich seemed ta be paving tiie way for a federal
constitution for the U.Xe, and we would support the amendinent
calling for a raferendum on the issue, indicating that our
support was subject to the detailed proposals wiien they come.

Subjects for Supply Days

There was & discussion on waat we sinould wis: to debate on
the Supply Day on 24tn Janvary and on a furtier Supply Lay whicu
wae expected Lo fall on 27th January. It was segreed that, subject
to any m:gent izsues arising in the mean , we _would debatc
crime on Z4ta January snd housing on the 27th. It was also agreed
tast in arranging spashkers for toe debate on ¢rime, regarc would
be given to the concern of the people of Scotland on thls subject,
It was noted tuet the Researci Departinent would Let Mr, Atkins
have & listc of possible subjects for Supply Lays by donday,
17t Jenuary,

T: eve vas a discusslon on subjects for Supply Deys and among
the subjects sugpested were tiv followings ng;gers o¥ civil
servants and wasie in the Govermnent scrvice; waste in local
goverament and axanplas of how the newly elected Conservative
councils were reducing manpower without redundancy; cailld
benefits; Individual cases of hardship uader the Governmentts
measures to cutlaw tie "lump"; tie wroan crisis; flsaeries;

road safety (a hiwlf-day); the green pound, &nd wemployment in
varlous regions.

It was also apreed toat we wished to debate at an appropriate
tlme tae Franks Report on the proposed regigtar of immigrants?
depencants, and we also wished to have = debate on Eoreimm affairs,
bat we suould not press fot tuls wialle celicate negotistions were
continuing on tae future of Rodesia.

essand 5. Tz Bulleel:



5. The Bullock Report
¥r, Pelor reported on the likely content of the majority

and uinerity reports of the Bullock Comuittee on worker
participation, There was a discugelon, and it was that
whila wa might wish to oppose the xe: 3 g Lo
Bullock Committes, it was important for us ta br'.tnf forward
positive proposals on the subject. The matter would be further
discusged at the naxt meeting.

Conservative Research Depavtment, DJIN AR
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