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TO I M M E D I A T E F C O 

T E L E G R A M NUMBER 1 9 4 9 OF 22 DECEMBER 

INFO P R I O R I T Y W A S H I N G T O N 

WASHINGTON T E L 4 3 4 3 i IRAN 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE LETTER TO IE D E L I V E R E D T O THE 

P R E S I D E N T OF THE S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L AT 1 9 0 0 LOCAL T H I S E V E N I N G * 

ON NOVEMBER 4 , 1 9 7 9 , 6 3 AMERICANS AS WELL AS PERSONNEL 

OF OTHER N A T I O N A L I T I E S WERE S E I Z E D WHEN A D I S C I P L I N E D , ARMED 

GROUP OF DEMONSTRATORS INVADED THE UNITED S T A T E S EMBASSY IN 

T E H R A N . WHILE E I G H T E E N OF THOSE CAPTURED HAVE BEEN R E L E A S E D , 

AT THE P R E S E N T MOMENT, SEVEN WEEKS L A T E R , 50 AMERICANS REMAIN 

C A P T I V E . 

ON NOVEMBER 2 5 , 1 9 7 9 , S E C R E T A R Y GENET-AL WALDHEIM, INVOKING 

A R T I C L E 9 9 OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER TO REQUEST AN URGENT 

MEETING OF THE SECURITY C O U N C I L , DECLARED THE P R E S E N T C R I S I S A 

SERIOUS THREAT TO INTERNATIONAL P E A C E AND S E C U R I T Y . 

ON DECEMBER 4 , 1 9 7 9 , THE S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L ADOPTED R E S O L U T I O N 

4 ^ 7 URGENTLY C A L L I N G UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN IMMEDIATELY TO 

R E L E A S E THE PERSONNEL OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY BE ING HELD IN T E H R A N , 

PROVIDE THEM PROTECTION AND ALLOW THEM TO L E A V E I R A N . T H I S RESOLUT

ION ALSO C A L L E D ON THE S E C R E T A R Y GENERAL TO USE H IS GOOD O F F I C E S 

TO SEEK A P E A C E F U L R E S O L U T I O N OF THE C R I S I S . 

ON DECEMBER 1 5 , 1 9 7 9 , THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF J U S T I C E ISSUED 

AN ORDER C A L L I N G FOR " T H E IMMEDIATE R E L E A S E , WITHOUT ANY E X C E P T I O N , * 

*1 IRAN OF A L L AMERICANS HELD IN IRAN AND FOR THE IS S A F E DEPARTURE 

FNOI I R A N . 

THF E F F O R T * OF THE S E C R E T A R Y &£«4EJ»Al UNFC1RT UiAATEl-Y HAUE MOT 

M E T W I T H A P O S I T I V E R E S P O N S E , AND I PAN HAS R E J E C T E D THE ORDER OF 

T H l INTERNATIONAL C O U R T OF J U S T I C E . IN F A C T , I R A N H A S D E F I E D A L L O F 

THE D E C I S I O N S OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS WELL AS T H E S T R O N G 

A P P E A L S FOR THE R E L E A S E OF THE HOSTAGES BY THE S E C R E T A R Y G E N E R A L , 

THE P R E S I D E N T OF THE S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L , AND THE - R E S I D E N T OF THE 

GENERAL A S S E M B L Y , AN0 oY NUMEROUS GOVERNMENTS AND WORLD L E A D E R S 

OF E V E R Y P O L I T I C A L P E R S U A S I O N AND R E L I G I O U S B E L I E F . IP AN 

CONTINUES T O HOLD THE AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN I N T O L E R A B L E C O N D I T I O N S . 

IN T H E F A C E O F I R A N ' S CONTINUED D E T E N T I O N OF T H E H O S T A G E S , T H E 

U N I T E D S T A T E S H A S S O U G H T TO A C T WITH R E S T R A I N T . T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S 

MADE C L E A R IN I T S F O R M A L S T A T E M E N T B E F O R E T H E S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L ON 

D E C E M B E R 4 T H A T , O N C E T H E H O S T A G E S ARE R E L E A S E D A N D H A V E D E P A R T E D 

F R O M I R A N , I T IS PREPARED TO D I S C U S S I P A N ' S C L A I M E D G R I E V A N C E S 

AND TO C O O P E R A T E W I T H T H E C A L L C O N T A I N E D IN R E S O L U T I O N 457 T H A T 

IRAN AND THE U N I T E D S T A T E S TAKE U R G E N T M E A S U R E S FOR P E A C E F U L R E S 

OLUTION OF THE R E M A I N I N G I S S U E S B E T W E E N T H E M . 



ON N O V E M B E R 4, 1979, 63 A M E R I C A MS AS W E L L A S P E R S O N N E L 

OF O T H E R N A T I O N A L I T I E S W E R E S E I Z E D WHEN A D I S C I P L I N E D , A R M E D 

G R O U P O F D E M O N S T R A T O R S I N V A D E D T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S E M B A S S Y IN 

T E H R A N . W H I L E E I G H T E E N O F T H O S E CAPTURED H A V E B E E N R E L E A S E D , 

A T T H E P R E S E N T M O M E N T , S E V E N W E E K S L A T E R , 50 A M E R I C A N S R E M A I N 

C A P T I V E . 

ON NOVEMBER ? 5  , 1 9 7 9 , S c C R E T A R Y GENERAL W A L D H E I M , INVOKING 

A R T I C L E 99 OF T H E UNITED NATIONS CHARTER T O REQUEST AN URGENT 

MEETING OF T H E S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L , DECLARED T H E P R E S E N T C R I S I S A 

SERIOUS THREAT TO INTERNATIONAL P E A C E AND S E C U R I T Y . 

ON DECEMBER 4 , 1979, THE S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L ADOPTED R E S O L U T I O N 

4 5 7 URGENTLY C A L L I N G UPON THE GOVERNMENT O F IRAN IMMEDIATELY TO 

R E L E A S E THE PERSONNEL OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY BE ING HELD IN T E H R A N , 

PROVIDE THEM PROTECTION AND ALLOW THEM TO L E A V E I R A N . T H I S R E S O L U T 

ION ALSO C A L L E D ON THE S E C R E T A R Y GENERAL TO USE H IS GOOD O F F I C E S 

TO SEEK A P E A C E F U L R E S O L U T I O N OF THE C R I S I S . 

ON DECEMBER 1 5 , 1 9 7 9 , THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF J U S T I C E ISSUED 

AN ORDER C A L L I N G FOR " T H E IMXEDI ATE R E L E A S E , WITHOUT ANY E X C E P T I O N , ' 

IT IRAN OF ALL AMERICANS HELD IN IRAN AND FOR THEIR S A F E DEPARTURE 

FRO" I R A N . 

TW» f r F O P T * OF THE S E C R E T A R Y *&*A5tJU. UHFIVIT IXiAX EX.* UAV/F HOT 

MET WITH A P O S I T I V E R E S P O N S E , AND I PAN HAS R E J E C T E D THE ORDER OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF J U S T I C E . IN F A C T , IRAN HAS D E F I E D A L L OF 

THE D E C I S I O N S OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THE STRONG 

A P P E A L S FOR THE R E L E A S E OF THE HOSTAGES BY THE S E C R E T A R Y G E N E R A L , 

THE P R E S I D E N T OF THE S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L , AND THE - R E S I D E N T OF T ^ E 

GENERAL A S S E M B L Y , AND BY NUMEROUS GOVERNMENTS AND WOULD L E A D E R S 

OF EVERY P O L I T I C A L P E R S U A S I O N AND R E L I G I O U S BEL I F F . IRAN 

CONTINUES TO HOLD TIM AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN I N T O L E R A B L E C O N D I T I O N S . 

IN THE F A C E OF I R A N ' S CONTINUED D E T E \ T I O N OF THE H O S T A G E S , THE 

UNITED STATES HAS SOUGHT TO ACT WITH R E S T R A I N T . THE UNITED S T A T E S 

MADE CLEAR IN ITS FORMAL STATEMENT BEFORE THE S E C U R I T Y COUNCIL ON 

DECEMBER 4 T H A T , ONCE THE HOSTAGES ARE R E L E A S E D AND HAVE DEPARTED 

FROM I R A N , IT IS P R E P A R E D T O D I S C U S S I R A N ' S C L A I M E D G R I E V A N C E S 

AND TO COOPERATE WITH THE C A L L CONTAINED IN R E S O L U T I O N 4 5 7 THAT 

IRAN AND THE UNITED S T A T E S TAKE URGENT MEASURES FOR P E A C E F U L R E S 

OLUTION OF THE R E M A I N I N G I S S U E S 3ETWEEN T H E M . 

I R A N ' S CONTINUED D E F I A N C E OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY J E O P A R D I Z E S 

THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER V I T A L TO A L L N A T I O N S . I R A N ' S F L O U T I N G O F 

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE U N I V E R S A L L Y - A C C E P T E D R U L E S F O R THE C O N 

DUCT OF R E L A T I O N S AMONG NATIONS MUST BE DEALT WITH THROUGH CONCRETE 

AND E F F E C T I V E ACTION BY THE S E C U R I T Y COUNCIL IN IMPLEMENTATION O F T H E 

UNITED NATIONS C H A R T E R . T H E S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L *>'UST ACT TO ENFORCE 

ITS C A L L UPON IRAN TO R E L E A S E THE H O S T A G E S . THE I N T E G R I T Y OF I N T E R 

NATIONAL LAW AND  v ODER.N C I V l L Z E D DIPLOMACY IS A S T A K E , AS IS THE 

A B I L I T Y OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO CARRY OUT ITS O B L I G A T I O N S FOR THE 

MAINTENANCE O F INTERNATIONAL P E A C E AND S E C U R I T Y . 

MY G O V E R N M E N T THEREFORE REQUESTS T H A T T H E S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L 

M E E T A T AN E A R L Y DATE TO CONSIDER THE MEASURES W H I C H SHOULD B E 

T A K E N T O I N D U C E IRAN T O COMPLY W I T H I T S I N T E R N A T I O N A L O B L I G A T I O N S . 

E N D S 


