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FALKLANDS: COLOMBIAN MESSAGE
1. THE COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR DELIVERSD TO URE TODAY & LETTER
FROM PRESIDENT TURBAY TO THE PRIME MINISTER IN THE FOLLOWING
TERMS :
EGINS

STATZD Td

A I
LalIN AMERICA AND C:

Y-TO MY MESSAGE OF 2LST MAY, YOUR EXCELLENCY
TED XKINGDOM HAD A SPZCIAL INTERZST 1IN

IN YOUR RZP

ZRTAINLY HAD NO DESIRE TO CREZATE A
CHASI{ BETWZE! THIS PART OF THE WORLD AdD YOUR
COUNTRY.
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MALVINAS WAR WOULD SUGGEST

THAT THE FINAL BATTLE COULD BE A TERRIBLY CRUEL ONE,

CAUSING A FEARFUL DEATH TOLL. THIS REGRETTABLE OCCURRENCE !
WOULD HAVE MOST HARMFUL REPERCUSSIONS IN LATIN AMERICA, AND
WOULD BRING ABOUT DIFFICULT TO HANDLE SITUATIONS IN

THE RZLATIONS BETWEEN MOST OF THE COUNTRIES IN THIS

of

ZMISPHERE AND GREAT BRITAIN.

YOUR EXCELLEJCY IS WELL AWARE OF WHAT COLO¥3IA'S POSITION
HAS BZgd, AND HOW WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY VOTEZD TO ABSTAIN
FROx CONDZMHING YOUR COUNTRY AT THE ORGAN OF CONSULTATION

9
v

¥ THZ RIO D= JANESIRO TRZATY 0 RSCIPROCAL ASSISTANCE. IN

IgW OF THIS STAWD, COLOMBIA FESLS THAT SHE CAN URGE YOUR

SXCZLLENCY TO COJNSIDZR THZ POSSIBILITY OF RTACHING AL
HONOURABLE PZACE AGREEMENT #WITH ARGENTINA, THUS AVQIDING
Triz UNNECE3SSARY HOLOCAUST OF MANY INNOCENT LIVES. THE
ENDING OF TH

THRIS WAR, WITHOUT GIVING RISE TO UNNECESSARY AND

DAMAGING TZNSIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND LATIY

“ERICA, LIZS IN YOUR HANDS AS RULER AND DEPENDS ON YOUR
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~ DECISIONS. : 1
HOPING THAT YOUR EXCELLENCY WILL BEAR THIS FRIEZNDLY ‘
SUGGESTION IN .4IND. . ;

ENDS

2. IN THANKING THE ANBASSADOR, URE EXPRESSSED APPRECIATION OF
COLOMBIA'S RESTRAINED ROLE IN THE OAS AHD SAID THIS ADDED WIIGH
TO ANY COMMUNICATION FROM THE COLOMBIAN PRETSIDENT. THS ETTER
WOULD BE TRRHSEITTED PROMPTLY AND THE AMBASSADOR COULD BE SURE
TEAT IT WOULD BE VERY CAREFULLY STUDIEZD. KT COULD ASSURE HIS

GOVERNMENT THAT NO-ONWE COULD 32 MORE ANXIOUS THAN MRS THATCHER
AND THE BRITISH GOVERNIMENT TO AVOID UNNECESSARY BLOODSHED. BUT IT i
WAS THE ARGENTIHE INVASION WrAICH HAD STARTED THE BLOODSHID, AND
IT WAS THEIR DEPARTURE WHICH COULD END IT. URE WENT ON 7O REFER
TO TdE PRIME MINISTER'S 3ROADCAST LAST NIGHT AND HER OFFZ3 T0 THE
ARGENTINZ GOVERNMESNT TO GIVE THEM TIME TO EITHDR?E 11 GOOD ORDER
1

I7 THZY DECLARZD PROMPILY THAT THAT WAS THSIR INTEW NTION. IT WAS |
DIFFICULT TO SZE WHAT MORE WE COULD DO: THERS COULD 3E 0 _ $
QUESIION OF LEAVING ARGENTINE TROOPS ON THE ISLANDS, WHICH WOULD :
IN ANY CASE BE CONTRARY TO SCR 502. ;
3.  THE  AMBASSADOR SAID HE UNDERSTOOD OUR POSITION BUT THAT HE [
HOPED THAT WE WOULD STILL FIND OUR WAY TO OFFER THE ARGENTINES i
THE PROSPECT OF SOME ROLE IN THE FUTURE OF THZ ISLANDS. HE SAID |
HE TEOUGHT HE HAD DETECTED 4 HARDZR ATTITUDE ON THIS IN THE 2 t

PRIME' MINISTER'S BROADCAST LAST WIGHT. HE HAD ALSO REPORTED THAT E
THE PRIME MINISTER APPEARED TO BE WORKING TOWARDS THZ TRANSFORMA- :
TION OF THE FALKLANDS INTO A US/UX MILITARY ZASE.

4. -037 SQID HZ THOUGHT THE A4MBASSADOR MIGHT HAVZ

MISIATZRPRETED TdA2 LAST 20INT: IN REFERRING TO 7THZ P0SSIRILITY

07, US PSACE-KE£2ING FORCES, MRS THATCHZR VWAiS REFEZRRING TO THE

PROSPZCT OF INTERNATIONALISING RESPONSIBILITY FOX THE STIURITY

OF TdE FALXLAGDS AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO LZAVING & MAS3ITYES 2]NITISY

GARRISON I PERPSTUITY. CLEARLY THZRE HAD TO 3E SOM= SA4FSGUARD i
AGAINST A REPEPITION OF ARGENTIUE ALGGRESSION AS REGARDI & !
ARGENTINE ROLE IN THE rUTURE GF.Tﬂ: LS,AnDS, THIS ¥AS SOMETHING ;
T+HAT JOULD HAVZ TO Bz CONSIDERED I#f A PERIOD OF CALNM !
DZLIBZRATION ATTZR THE END OF HOSTILITIES, 3YT THZ ARCEINTINES :
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SURELY HAD OHLY THEMSELVES TO BLAME .IF THE ISLANDIRS WIRS L
2T TOMN,

ATTRACTEZD TO THIS PROSPECT NOW THAN BEFORE THT 2CCY
AMBASSADOR APPEZEARED TO RECOGNISE THESE FACTS.
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5. WZ ARE COHNSIDERING THE QUESTION OF A REPLY TO TUR24Y'S
MESSAGE
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