
u n o f f i c i a l t r a n s l a t i o n 


Dear Mrs. Prime M i n i s t e r , 


I am sending You t h i s l e t t e r i n order to draw your 


a t t e n t i o n to the questions of m i l i t a r y detente and l i m i t a t i o n 


of armaments i n Europe. 

I would l i k e to summarise b r i e f l y the substance of our 


ideas and proposals on these questions l a i d down i n my speach 


i n B e r l i n on 6 October a.c. 

1. The a l l e g a t i o n s that are disseminated i n the West to 


the e f f e c t that the Soviet Union i s b u i l d i n g up i t s m i l i t a r y 


strength on the European continent over and above i t s defence 


requirements have nothing i n common with r e a l i t y . They could 


not be regarded otherwise than an i n t e n t i o n to cover up the 

development, adoption and carrying out the plans to deploy the 

new types of American nuclear m i s s i l e weapons i n Western Europe. 


In other words they have an end to break the balance of forces 


e x i s t i n g i n Europe, to t r y to give m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y to NATO. 

One can say i n advance that these attempts would hardly be 


s u c c e s s f u l . The Soviet Union and i t s a l l i e s would have to make 

the necessary a d d i t i o n a l steps to strengthen t h e i r s e c u r i t y . No 


other option would be l e f t f o r them. 


It i s quite c l e a r however that the f u l f i l m e n t of the 


mentioned plans by the NATO countries would i n e v i t a b l y lead to 

the aggravation of the s i t u a t i o n i n Europe and would to a great 


extent contaminate the i n t e r n a t i o n a l atmosphere as a whole. 


I would l i k e to express the hope, Mrs. Prime M i n i s t e r , 


that your Government and You personally w i l l consider over and 

over again a l l the aspects of t h i s problem, w i l l assess 


thoroughly the consequences hidden i n the deployment on the 


t e r r i t o r y of your country of new types of American nuclear 


m i s s i l e weapons aimed at the USSR and i t s a l l i e s . 




2. 


As f o r the Soviet Union, I have already repeatedly s a i d 


and would l i k e to say i t again to You personally: we do not seek 


m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y ; we have never threatened and do not intend 


to threaten anybody. Our s t r a t e g i c doctrine i s purely defensive 


i n nature. 


I also confirm again that the Soviet Union w i l l never use 


nuclear arms against those states that renounce the production 


and a c q u i s i t i o n of such arms and do not have them on t h e i r 


t e r r i t o r y . 


2. As I have most d e f i n i t e l y stated i n B e r l i n , the number 


of medium-range c a r r i e r s of nuclear arms on the t e r r i t o r y of the 


European part of the Soviet Union has not been increased by a 


single m i s s i l e , by a sing l e plane during the past ten years. On 


the contrary the number of launchers of medium-range m i s s i l e s 


and also the y e i l d of the nuclear charges of these m i s s i l e s have 


even been somewhat reduced. The number of medium-range bombers, 


too, has diminished. As f o r the t e r r i t o r y of other states the 


Soviet Union does not deploy such means there at a l l . Already 


f o r a number of years now we have not been i n c r e a s i n g the number 


of our armed forces stationed i n Central Europe e i t h e r . Those 


are indisputable f a c t s , Mrs. Prime M i n i s t e r , and I am sure that 


they are well knovm to the appropriate bodies i n your country. 


Moreover, we are prepared to reduce the number of medium
range nuclear weapons deployed i n western areas of the Soviet 


Union as compared with the present l e v e l but, of course, only i n 


the event of no a d d i t i o n a l medium-range nuclear weapons being 


deployed i n Western Europe. 


As i s known,important t a l k s on SALT-J are impending. We are 


i n favour of s t a r t i n g them immediately a f t e r the entry into force 


of the SALT-2 Treaty. Within the framework of these t a l k s we 


agree to discuss the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of l i m i t i n g not only i n t e r 


continental but also other types of armaments, n a t u r a l l y , with 


due regard to a l l relevant f a c t o r s and with s t r i c t observance of 


the p r i n c i p l e s of the equal s e c u r i t y of the p a r t i e s . 


3. The Soviet Union motivated by a sincere desire to 


e x t r i c a t e from a b l i n d a l l e y the e f f o r t s made over many years to 


achieve m i l i t a r y detente i n Europe, to set an example of the 


t r a n s i t i o n from words to actual deeds, have decided, i n agreement 




with the leadership of the GDR and a f t e r consultations with 


other member-states of the Warsaw Treaty, u n i l a t e r a l l y to reduce 


the number of Soviet troops i n Central Europe. Up to 20,000 


Soviet servicemen, a thousand tanks and also a c e r t a i n amount of 


other m i l i t a r y hardware w i l l be withdrawn from the t e r r i t o r y of 


the German Democratic Republic i n the course of the next twelve 


months. 


We hope that t h i s new concrete manifestation of the peaceable 


ness and good w i l l of the Soviet Union and i t s a l l i e s w i l l be 


duly assessed by the governments of countries-members of NATO 


and that they w i l l f ollow our example. 


4. Being i n favour of a f u r t h e r strengthening of t r u s t 


among states we are prepared i n p a r t i c u l a r to reach agreement 


that p r i o r n o t i f i c a t i o n s about b i g exercises of ground forces 


envisaged by the H e l s i n k i F i n a l Act, be made not three weeks but 


one month i n advance and not from the l e v e l of 25,000 men as i t 

i s the case now but, say, from the l e v e l of 20,000 men. We are 


also prepared, on the basis of r e c i p r o c i t y , not to conduct 


m i l i t a r y exercises i n v o l v i n g more than 40,000-50,000 men. Besides 


that, we propose to n o t i f y timely not only about m i l i t a r y 


exercises but also ad-out movements of ground forces numbering 


more than 20,000 men i n the area defined by the H e l s i n k i P i n a l 


Act. 


I think, Mrs. Prime M i n i s t e r , that the essence of the new 


i n i t i a t i v e s , taken by the Soviet Union i n c o n s u l t a t i o n with other 


member-states of the Warsaw Treaty, speaks f o r i t s e l f . I would 


emphasize only one point - a l l of them are motivated by our 


desire to strengthen peace and s e c u r i t y i n Europe by supple


menting p o l i t i c a l detente with measures of m i l i t a r y detente, 


i n c l u d i n g the measures of concrete reduction of armed forces and 


armaments i n Central Europe. 


Naturally, a l l the proposals made e a r l i e r by member-states 


of the Warsaw Treaty, remain i n fo r c e , i n c l u d i n g those concerning 


the conclusion among a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s of the All-European 


conference of a t r e a t y on the n o n - f i r s t use of both nuclear and 


conventional arms; the non-expansion of m i l i t a r y p o l i t i c a l 


groupings i n Europe; the n o t i f i c a t i o n s about major a i r force 

exercises and naval exercises staged near the t e r r i t o r i a l waters 




4. 


o f o t h e r s t a t e s - p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e A l l - E u r o p e a n c o n f e r e n c e ; 


t h e e x t e n t i o n o f t h e . c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures t o t h e r e g i o n 


o f t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 


On o u r p a r t we s h a l l be p r e p a r e d t o c o n s i d e r o t h e r p r o p o s a l s 


aimed a t s t r e n g t h e n i n g t r u s t among s t a t e s and l e s s e n i n g t h e 


danger o f war i n E u r o p e . 


These a r e t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s about m i l i t a r y d e t e n t e and 


arms l i m i t a t i o n i n E u r o p e , w h i c h I and my c o l l e a g u e s wanted t o 


b r i n g t o y o u r a t t e n t i o n , M r s . P r i m e M i n i s t e r . I s h a l l be g l a d t o 


r e c e i v e , i f p o s s i b l e , an e a r l y r e p l y f r o m You on t h e m a t t e r s 


r a i s e d by me. 


Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y , 


L . B r e z h n e v 


14 O c t o b e r 1979 


The R t . Hon. M a r g a r e t T h a t c h e r , M.P. 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r o f G r e a t B r i t a i n 




JBaymemasi rocnojKa IIpeMBep-MHHKCTp, 

HanpaBJuno Bawi STO nHCBMO c iiejiLK npHBJieHB Banie BHHMSHHG K 
BonpocaM BoeHHofi pa3pim;KH H orpaHMHeHHH BoopyxemiH B EBpone. 

Xo^y KpaTKO cyMMHpoBaTL cymecTBO Haumx MHCJieS H npejuroKeifflS 
no 9THM BonpocaM, KOTopLie 6mm. H3JiOKeHH B MoeM pe^rn B EepjiHHe 
6 OKTilOpH c.r. 

LTepBoe. PacnpocTpaHHeMHe Ha 3anan;e yTBepayreHun, dyflTO CoBeT-
CKHH Com HapamMBaeT Ha eBponencKOM KOHTHHeHTe CBOK BoeHHyio MOIIJB 
B MacniTacax, He BH3BiBaeMHX noTpedHOCTHMH odopoHH, He HMeKT HH^ero 
odmero c ^eKcTBHTejiBHOCTBio. Mx HeJiB3H pacuemiTB HHa^e, KaK npn
3BaHHtie CJIVOTTB npHKpHTHewi jyiH pa3pa6oTKH, npHHHTHH H ocymecTBJie-
HHH imaHOB pa3MemeHHH B SanajmoM EBpone HOBHX BTAJXOB aiviepiiKaHCKoro 
paKeTHO—Hj^epHoro opyma. jQpyraMH cjioBaMH - pjm T o r o , T r o d n CJIO-
MaTL cjiojKHBiiieecH B EBpone paBHOBecne CHJI, nonBiTaTBcn odecnennTB 
djioicy H A T O EoeHHoe npeBoexo^CTBO. 

M 3 Taraix nonHTOK, 3apaHee MOJKHO CKa3aTB, B^KR JW. VTD nojiy^HT 
CH. CoBeTCKHM COK3 H ero coi03miKH 6wm 6u BHHysmeHH ocymecTBHTL 
Heo6xofflaivme .nonojiHHTejiBHHe mam no yKpenjiemno CBoeS de3onacHOCTH. 
Jfaoro BHXojxa y HHX He ocTaHeTCH. 

CoBepraeHHO HCHO, ojmaKO, HTO peajiH3aimH cTpaHam HATO yKa3aH 
HLIX njiaHOB Hen3(5e3KHO npjoejia dn K odocTpeHHio oOcTanoBKH B EBpone 
n BO MHoroM OTpaBHJia OH Me^yHapoflHyio aTwioccbepy B nejiowi. 

XoTeJi OBI BHpa3HTB Hajnesyry, rocnoaca IIpeMBep-MidHiiCTp,HTO Lame 
npaBiiTejiBCTBO H  B H JUTCHO eine m euje pa3 odjryMaeTe Bee CTOPOHH 
3T0K npoOJieMH, TmaTeJIBHO B3BeCHTe, KaKHMH nOCJieflCTBHHMH OHJIO OH 
q p e B a T O pa3MemeHne Ha TeppnTopnn Baiuen C T p a H H HOBHX BH^OB a w i e p n -

K a H C K o r o paKeTHO—H j e p H o r o opyran, HanejieHHoro Ha C C C P n ero coio3-
HHKOB. 

^TO KacaeTCH CoBeTCKoro Coio3a, TO H yse He pas roBopmi H XO-
Hy nOBTOpHTB BHOBB BaM JDIHHO: MH K BOeHHOMy npeBoexoflCTsy He CTpe 
MHMOH; HHKOMy He yrpoxanH H yrpo&aTB He codnpaeMcn; Hama CTpaTe
rHHecKan ^OKTpnHa HMeeT cyrydo odopoHMTejiBHyio HanpaBJieHHOCTB. 

H Tarae BHOBB noflTBeoaKaio, HTO CoBeTCKM COK>3 HHKor^a He 
npHMeHUT n^epHoro opyma. npoTHB Tex rocyjcapcTB, KOTopne 0TKa3H— 
saioTCH OT npon3BO,n;cTBa H npnodpeTeHun TaKoro opyxHfl H He nMeioT 
ero Ha CBoeii TeppnTopHM. 



2 . 

B T o p o e . K a K H 3 a H B H J i c o B e e n o n p e a e j i e H H O C T B r o B B e p j m H e , 3 a 

n o c j i e ^ H H e 1 0 j i e T H a T e p p H T o p n n e B p o n e f i c K o K ^ a c T H C o B e T C K o r o C o i 0 3 a 

K O j n n e c T B O H o c n T e j i e n H j r e p H o r o opyacHH c p e f l H e i i flajiBHOCTH H e OHJIO 
y B e j m ^ e H O w H a o ^ H y p a n e T y , HH H a OJIHH c a M O J i e T . H a o d o p o T , KOJIH
^ e c T B O n y c K O B H x ycTaHOBOK p a K e T c p e j T H e i t s a j i B H O C T H , K a K z MDIIIHOCTB 
i m e p H B i x 3 a p H £ 0 B 3TUX p a K e T , ^ a s c e H e c K O J i B K O V M e H B i i M j n i C B . C o K p a T H — 

JIOCB 3 f l e c B is. K O J B i H e c T B O c p e # H H x ( 3 o M ( 3 a p f l H p o B i m i K O B . H a T e p p n TO p H H X 

K3 s p y r a x r o c y ^ a p c T B C o B e T C K H K C0103 T a r a i e c p e ^ c T s a B o o d m e H e p a 3 -

M e m a e T . BOT y s e H a n p o T H s e m i H p i m a J i e T MH ue yBejnaHHBaeM T a r a e 

^ C J i e H H O C T B CBOHX BOKCK, p a 3 M e m e H H H X B L f e H T p a J I B H O S E B p o n e . T a K O B H 

H e o n p o B e p r a r ^ m e $ a K T H , r o c n o s c a npeMBep—MMHHCTP , H H y B e p e H , HTO 
OHH x o p o r n o H 3 B e c T H H cooTBeTCTBynigaM B e ^ o i v i c T B a w i B a m e f i C T p a H H . 

E o j i e e T o r o , MH B L i p a j K a e M TOTOBHOCTB c o K p a r a T B n o c p a B H e m n o c 

H H H e n i H i i M y p o B H e M K O j m ^ e c T B O n s e p H B i x c p e ^ C T B c p e j m e H s a J i B H O c T H , 

p a 3 B e p H y T H x B s a n a j n i B i x p a f i o H a x C o B e T C K o r o C o i 0 3 a , HO, K O H e H H o , 

TOJIBKO B TOM c j r y n a e , e a r n B S a n a H H o n E B p o n e H e O y ^ e T flonojiHHTejiB-

H o r o p a 3 M e m e H H H n s e p H b i x c p e ^ C T B c p e ^ H e n j c a j i B H O C T H . 

K a K H 3 B e c T H 0 , npej[CTOHT B a E H B i e n e p e r o B o p n n o O C B - 3 . MH 3 a 

TO, ^TO6H H a ^ a T B HX c p a 3 y n o c j i e BCTymieHHH B c m i y a o r o B o p a O C B - 2 . 

B p a M K a x 3 THX n e p e r o B o p o B MH c o r j i a c H H o d c y j T H T B BO3MOJKHOCTH o r p a H H 

^emm H e TOJIBKO M e a c K O H T H H e H T a j i B H H X , HO H s p y r n x BHJIOB B o o p y s e H H H , 

p a 3 y M e e T C H , c y ^ e T O M B c e x O T H O C H i i m x c H c i o ^ a g j & K T o p o B n n p n C T p o r o M 

cocimo.EceHHH n p H H n n n a p a B H o f i 6 e 3 0 n a C H 0 C T H C T O p O H . 

T p e T B e . C o B e T C K H i i C0103, d y j r y t m JJ;BIIMM H C K p e m f f l M s e j i a m i e M BH-
B e c T H H 3 T y n H K a M H o r o J i e T H H e y c m n i H n o flocTMemuo B o e H H O M p a s p n f l K H 

B E s p o n e n n o K a 3 a T B n p n M e p n e p e x o j i a OT CJIOB K p e a j i B H H M a e j i a M , n o 

c o r j i a c O B a H M i o c TJJj? H n o c j i e K O H c y j i B T a n n S c x t p y r n M H r o c y s a p c T B a M H 

y H a c T H i i K a M H B a p m a B C K o r o J I o r o B o p a , n p u H H J i p e m e m i e c o K p a T H T B B OE-
HOCTOpOHHeM n O p H J I K e HUCJieHHOCTB C O B e T C K H X B O I i C K B LTeHTpaJIBHOt  E B 
p o n e . B T e ^ e H H e c j i e s y i o w i i x 1 2 M e c m j e B c TeppnTopnn r j u ? d y j r y T BH-
B e f l e H H flO 2 0 T H C O T C O B e T C K H X BOeHHOCJiy^aiimX, T H C H ^ a T a H K O B , a 
TaKJKe o n p e ^ e j i e H H o e K O j m q e c T B o a p y r o H B o e H H o t TexHHKH. 

MH H a n e e M C H , ^TO STO HOBoe K O H K p e T H o e n p o H B J i e H n e M H p o j n o d n H 

n flodpoM B o j m C o B e T C K o r o C o i 0 3 a H e r o COK)3HHKOB d y j j e T JIOJIKHHM 06
p a 3 0M oneHeHO n p a B H T e j i B C T B a w n i C T p a H-^jieHOB HATO H HTO DEE n o c j i e 

j i y roT H a m e M y n p u M e p y . 

^eTBepToe. B y j j ; y q H CTopoHHHKaMH sajiBHemnero y K p e n J i e H a a ^OBe
p n H M e s s y rocyflapcTBaMH, MH TOTOBBI, B n a c T H O C T H , jioroBopnTBCH o 



TOM, H T o d n n p e ^ y c M a T p M B a e M H e SaKJi ioHi iTeJILHHM a K T O M C o B e m a H H H n o 

d e 3 o n a c H O C T H H coTpyamreecTBy B E B p o n e n p e s B a p n T e J i B H H e y B e f l O M J i e H H 

o K p y n H H x B o e H H H X y n e H K H X c y x o n y T H H X BOHCK flejiajniCB H e 3 a T p n H e 

flejffl, a 3 a M e c H H . n H e c y p o B H H 2 5 THCHH n e j i O B e K , K a K c e S q a c , a , 

C K a s e M , c y p o B H H 2 0 THCHH n e j i o B e K . MH TOTOBH T a r a e H a Hananax 
B 3 a H M H 0 C T H H e n p o B O ^ H T L B o e H H H X y H e HUM c y n a c T H e M d o j i e e 4 0 - 5 0 TH-
CHH H e J i O B e K . K p o M e TOPO, MH n p e ^ j i a r a e M 3 a d J i a r o B p e M e H H O y B e ^ O M J i H T L 

H e TOJIBKO o B o e H H H X y H e H U H X , HO H o n e p e f l B H K e i f f l H X c y x o n y T H t r x 

BOHCK H H C J i e H H O C T B i o d o j i e e 2 0 THCHH n e j i o B e K B p a f i o H e , K O T o p H H o n p e 

,n;ej ieH 3aKjnoHHTeJIBHHM a K T O M . 

J t y M a e T C H , r o c n o a c a n p e M B e p - M H H H C T p , HTO K o m c p e T H o e c o ^ e p a c a H n e 

HOBHX H H H u a a T i i B , n p e j o r i p H H H T H X C o B e T C K H M COK)3 0M n o c o r j i a c O B a H H D

E p y r H M H r o c y s a p c T B a M H - y H a c T H H K a M H B a p i n a B C K o r o J I o r o B o p a , r o B o p H T 

c a M O 3 a c e d n . L T o f l H e p K H y JTHIIIB OJJ;HO - B e e OHH npOJTHKTOBaHH 3 a d o T o f i 

o d y K p e n j i e H H H M H p a H d e 3 o n a c H O C T H B E B p o n e n y T e M j ^ o n o j i H e H H H n o j m -

T H H e C K O K pa3pjmKH M e p a M H B O e H H O M pa3p*mKH, B T O M H H C J i e M e p a M H 

p e a j i B H o r o c o K p a m e m i H : B o o p y aceHHHX CHJI M B D o p y K e m m B U e H T p a j i B H O H 

E B p o n e . 

P a 3 y M e e T C H , o c T a r o T C H B c H J i e H B e e p a H e e B H J j B H H y T H e r o c y ^ a p -

C T B a M H — y H a c T H H K a M H B a p i n a B C K o r o S o r o B o p a n p e j i y i o a c e H H H , B TOM n n c j i e 

O T H o c H T e j i B H O 3 a K J H 0 H e H H H M e s y i y B c e M H y n a c T H H K a M H o d m e e B p o n e n c K o r o 

c o B e m a H H H j i o r o B o p a o H e n p H M e H e r o i H n e p B H M H s p y r n p o T H B . n p y r a K a K 

H J j ; e p H H X , T a K n o d H H H t r x B o o p y j K e H M M , O T H o c H T e j i B H O H e p a c m n p e H H H BO
e H H O - n o j f f l T H H e c i c n x r p y n n z p o B O K B E B p o n e , O T H o c H T e j i B H O y B e f l O f t w e i n w 

o K p y n H H x BoeHHO-B03 ,u ;y i f lHHX y n e H u n x n B o e H H O - M o p c K H x M a H e B p a x , 

n p o B O j n i M H X B d j n i 3 H T e p p H T o p n a j i B H H x BOS s p y r i i x r o c y s a p c T B — y n a c T K H — 
KOB o d m e e B p o n e f i c K o r o c o B e m a H H H , O T H o c H T e j i B H O p a c n p o c T p a H e H n n M e p 

flOBepHH Ha p a S o H C p e j m 3 e M H o r o M o p n . 

C o C B o e S CTOPOHH MH O y a e M TOTOBH p a c c M O T p e T B H flpyme n p e ^ 

j i o s e H H H , H a n p a B J i e H H H e H a y K p e n j i e m i e j i p B e p H H Nieawy r o c y a a p c T B a M H H 
y M e H B i n e H n e o n a c H O C T H BOMHH B E B p o n e . 

T a n o B H T e c o o d p a x e H H H n o B o n p o c a M B o e H H o S p a 3 p H £ K H m o r p a H H -

H e H H H B O o p y a t e H H H B E B p o n e , K O T o p n e K H MOH K O J i J i e r n x o T e j m flOBecTH 

JJ;O B a m e r o C B e j i e H H H ,

BO3MOJKHOCTH C K o p o B a m O T B e T

 r o c n o x c a IIpeMBep—MHHHCTP . B y s y

 n o 3 a T p o H y T H M MHO© B o

 p a n ; n o j i y H H T B

n p o c a M . 

 n o 

C y B a s i e H H e M , 

I.EPEIHEB 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London SW1A 2AH 

18 O c t o b e r 1979 


S o v i e t Ambassador's C a l l 


Thank you f o r your l e t t e r o f 15 October. The Department 

have now compared t h e t e x t o f P r e s i d e n t Brezhnev's l e t t e r o f 

14 O c t o b e r w i t h h i s speech o f 6 October. The l e t t e r c o n t a i n s 

l i t t l e t h a t i s new. I e n c l o s e a b r i e f note o f t h e main p o i n t s 

o f d i f f e r e n c e . 


I a l s o e n c l o s e a copy o f the t e l e g r a m which we have s e n t 

t o b r i e f out Embassy i n Moscow, UKDEL NATO and s e l e c t e d o t h e r 

p o s t s . 


We are c o n s i d e r i n g what a d v i c e t o g i v e t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

about a r e p l y . Our i n i t i a l f e e l i n g , borne out by e a r l y r e a c t i o n s 

i n NATO, i s t h a t i t would be d e s i r a b l e t o compare n o t e s w i t h 

our A l l i e s i n NATO, some o f whom have a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d s i m i l a r 

messages, and t o d i s c u s s w i t h them how r e p l i e s might be h a n d l e d . 

We see no advantage i n t y i n g o u r s e l v e s t o a c o - o r d i n a t e d r e s ponse. 

But i t would be v a l u a b l e t o c o n t i n u e the p r o c e s s o f d i s c u s s i n g 

at NATO i n what f o r a and on what g e n e r a l l i n e s t h e A l l i e s might 

r e p l y t o the speech. T h i s would h e l p t o a v o i d t h e r i s k o f some 

governments r e a c t i n g at l e n g t h and w i t h i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

o f nuance o r argument which c o u l d l a t e r be e x p l o i t e d by t h e 

R u s s i a n s . There i s an emerging consensus at NATO t h a t some 

r e f e r e n c e t o the TNF s e c t i o n s o f t h e speech s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n 

t h e Communique o f the M i n i s t e r i a l M e e t i n g o f the N u c l e a r P l a n n i n g 

Group on 14 November. As p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h i s , we would need 

t o compare what Brezhnev s a i d on 6 October w i t h what he has 

s i n c e w r i t t e n t o t h e v a r i o u s A l l i e s . 


In o r d e r t o pursue t h i s f u r t h e r , i t would be h e l p f u l t o 

have your agreement t o our p a s s i n g t h e t e x t o f P r e s i d e n t Brezhnev's 

l e t t e r t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r t o our NATO A l l i e s (on t h e assumption 

o f course t h a t o t h e r r e c i p i e n t s w i l l do t h e same). 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o B r i a n Norbury ( M i n i s t r y 

o f Defence) and t o M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


P a u l L e v e r 


M O'D B A l e x a n d e r Esq 
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BREZHNEV'S PROPOSALS OF 6 OCTOBER AND BREZHNEV'S LETTER OF 


14 OCTOBER 


1. A p a r t from minor r e o r d e r i n g and a b b r e v i a t i o n s , Mr Brezhnev's 


l e t t e r o f 14 October t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r d i f f e r s from h i s speech 


o f 6 October i n the f o l l o w i n g ways: 


(1)	 t h e t h r e a t e n i n g remarks d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t West Germany i n 


t h e speech have been r e p l a c e d by t h e m i n a t o r y r e f e r e n c e 


i n t h e l a s t p a r a g r a p h o f page 1 o f t h e l e t t e r t o t h e 


"consequences h i d d e n i n t h e deployment o f t h e t e r r i t o r y o 


y o u r c o u n t r y o f new t y p e s o f Am e r i c a n n u c l e a r weapons"; 


(2)	 t h e l e t t e r says ( m i d d l e o f second page) t h a t Brezhnev's 


c l a i m s about S o v i e t m i s s i l e deployment a r e i n d i s p u t a b l e 


and well-known t o u s ; 


(3)	 Brezhnev's remarks on SALT I I a r e lumped t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s 


remarks on TNF. I n t h e speech t h e y were s e p a r a t e . The 


new o r d e r o f thought i s more l o g i c a l and l i n k s t h e TNF 


i s s u e more d i r e c t l y , b u t i n an u n s p e c i f i c way, t o t h e 


coverage o f SALT I I I ; 


(4)	 On CBMs t h e speech proposed t h a t b i g ground f o r c e 


e x e r c i s e s be n o t i f i e d "even e a r l i e r " . The l e t t e r 


d e f i n e s t h i s as "not 3 weeks b u t one month i n advance". 


T h i s adds p r e c i s i o n t o what amounts t o S o v i e t a c c e p t a n c e 


of a Western p r o p o s a l at B e l g r a d e . 


(5)	 The r e f e r e n c e on page 3 t o "measures o f c o n c r e t e r e d u c t i o n 


o f armed f o r c e s and armaments i n C e n t r a l Europe " ( t h e 


d e f i n i t e a r t i c l e i n t h e t r a n s l a t i o n i s r e d u n d a n t ) l o o k s 


l i k e an attempt t o r e l a t e t h e Brezhnev p r o p o s a l s on t r o o p 


r e d u c t i o n s t o MBFR. MBFR was not mentioned i n t h e 


speech. ( S o v i e t n e g o t i a t o r s i n V i e n n a have so f a r been 


a t a l o s s t o e x p l a i n t h e l i n k w i t h MBFR and c l e a r l y 


a w a i t i n s t r u c t i o n s . ) 




(6)	 Both the speech and. the l e t t e r say that a l l e a r l i e r 


proposals remain on the table but the l e t t e r i s more 


s p e c i f i c about what these e a r l i e r proposals are. In 


p a r t i c u l a r i t mentions non-first use of force (ITOFUF), 


non-enlargement of a l l i a n c e s and extension of CBMs to 


(7)	 The l e t t e r says that the Russians are prepared to consider 


"other proposals". 
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ACDD 1. The Soviet Ambassador delivered to the Prime Minister 

NEWS D 

T?ES rj on 15 October the text of a l e t t e r o stensibly from 

WED 

OID Brezhnev ( f u l l text by telegram to you and UKDEL NATO only). 

PU3D 

NAD The l e t t e r i s e s s e n t i a l l y a personalised version of 


Brezhnev's 6 October speech, with minor precisions and 


additions c u l l e d from f a m i l i a r Soviet disarmament p o l i c i e s . 

-i~7) A Tlin?T? 

Copies to: — (There i s f o r example a b r i e f reference to no f i r s t use of 
MR P H MOBEPJ 

MR FSRGUSSON 
 nuclear or conventional arms and to nor_-expansion, of 


m i l i t a r y groupings). 


2. The main message i s that the Prime Minister should 


reconsider TIIF modernisation and "assess thoroughly the 


consequences " of the basing of new long range TNF i n the 


l 




D S R U C 

UK. There  i s however no r e f e r e n c e t o B r i t i s h n u c l e a r 


c a p a b i l i t i e s . 


3. S i r C l i v e Rose was i n s t r u c t e d t o g i v e an o u t l i n e 


o f t h i s message t o NATO Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 


y e s t e r d a y , 16 O c t o b e r , and t o e n q u i r e i  f o t h e r NATO 


Governments have r e c e i v e d s i m i l a r messaged. He has 


r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e Danes and West Germans had a l r e a d y 


r e c e i v e d them; t h e B e l g i a n s and Norwegians were e x p e c t i n g 


t o r e c e i v e t h e i r s s h o r t l y . I t seems as th o u g h t h e t e x t s o f 


t h e messages are v e r y s i m i l a r ; f o r i n s t a n c e , C h a n c e l l o r 


S c h m i d t ' s l e t t e r , l i k e t h e Pri m e M i n i s t e r ' s , a l s o o m i t s 

t h e " t h r e a t s " . 

4. F o r y o u r own i n f o r m a t i o n , we a r e c o n s i d e r i n g w h e t h e r 

t o recommend a r e p l y t o Br e z h n e v ' s l e t t e r . There  i s 


n o t h i n g new i n t h e t e x t compared w i t h t h e s p e e c h , on w h i c h 


we a l r e a d y have a b r o a d A l l i a n c e c o n s e n s u s . Our i n i t i a l 


f e e l i n g i s a g a i n s t c o o r d i n a t i n g a s i n g l e A l l i a n c e r e p l y 


t o f o l l o w - u p l e t t e r s from B r e z h n e v . But we hope t h a t 


A l l i e s i n t e n d i n g t o r e p l y w i l l s t i c k t o t h e g e n e r a l l i n e 


agreed i n NATO. ' 


D 107991 400,000 7/76 904 953 



OwrlDtwlIAL 

l O D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

From the Private Secretary 22 O c t o b e r 1979 

S o v i e t Ambassador's C a l l 


You w r o t e t o me on 18 O c t o b e r about t h e 

f u r t h e r h a n d l i n g o f P r e s i d e n t B r e z h n e v ' s 

l e t t e r t o the Prime M i n i s t e r . There would be 

no o b j e c t i o n t o t h e t e x t o f P r e s i d e n t B r e z h n e v ' s 

l e t t e r b e i n g g i v e n t o our NATO a l l i e s i f the 

o t h e r r e c i p i e n t s a r e d o i n g t h e same. 


I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r t o 

B r i a n Norbury ( M i n i s t r y o f D e f e n c e ) and M a r t i n 

V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


M . c m B . r A N D E R 

P a u l L e v e r , Esq . ,

F o r e i g n and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 





