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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE CONMITTEE

Minutes of the 104th Mceting held at.5.00 pm.
on Yednesday, 25th fay 1977, in the Leader's
Room at the House of Commons.

Present: Nra. Thatcher {in the Chair}

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lord Carringten, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
Mr. frior, Mr. Pym, Sir Ian Gilmour,
Mr, Jenkin, My, Peyton, 'ir, Davies,
Mr. Neave, Mr. Moseltine,

Mr. 5¢. John Stevas, Mr. Haude,

Mes . Oppenheim, br. King, iir. Taylor.

Mr. Atkins.

In sttondance: Mr. Brittan, Mr. Stanley. tir. Patten,
Mr. Ridley, Mr. Hooson, Nr. Nicholson.

Apologics: Lerd Hailaham, Lerd Thornoyoreoft,
Mr. Edwards, bir. Nott, Sir !ichael Havers.

Proposed Business fo: the Week 13th-17th June

On Monday, 13th June, thcre would be a Sunply Day. This
would be followed by a debate on the Second Report from the Select
Committes on Overscas Development in Session 197577 and the
Second Reort in Session 197677 on Relations with Developing
Countries, and the related Governmont Observations (Mr. Braine,
Mr. Tepsell). Thia would be followed by a Motion on ZEC Document
R/752/77 on the Eurcpean Sccial Fund.

On Tuesday, 14th June, Hr. D. Canavan vould seck Jeave to
introduce his Appointment of Ambassadors and other Fublic Servants
8111 under the 10 dirute Rule, This would be follewed by the
remaining stages of the Coal Tnduatry Bill (Mr. King, Mr. Gray)
and by the remaining s*ages of the Transport (Financial Provisions)
Bill (Mr. Powler).

On. Nednesday, 15th Junc, Nr. G, Jarner would sesk leave to
introduce his Forcige ard Coemonwealth Relations Bill under the
10 Minute Rule., This would ba followed by the Second Readiny of
the New Towns Bill (dr, Speed) and by progress on the remaining
stages ol the Pricc Commission Bill (Mra. Oppenheim, Mr. Parkinson).

On Thursday, 16th June, there would be a Supply Day. Thia
would be followsd by a Motion on EEC Document R/1435/¢8 on
Taxation Systeas for Commercial Vehicles. \

On Eriday,” 17th June, there would be Private Mcmbrrs® wotions.

katters Arising on Busineas

There was a discussion and it wed agreed that we should
protest Vigorounly at any propomal to conclude the Remaining Starces
of the Price Commission Bill on 13th June: we belicved a second
day would be necesssry to coreider the several amendments on which
there hed been tied votes in Stunding Comaittae.



3. Sybjects for Supply Day

There was & discussion and it s poresd that, provided no
other subject appeared topical at Eﬁa Eim'. we would debate the

pay of the Armed Forces in Northern Ireland. It was noted that

the following subjerta might be debated in the near futures

Fishing Limita; _Education (sixth form provision and other subjects);
Industrisl Strategy; and "Drax".

¢

4. Limlwon with Conservative Loca) Apthoritiea
Hr, Nemeltine reported on the measures he was taking to
ensure that there was adequate limison between thc Shadow Cabinet
and the Party atx Yestminster and the leadors and other mombers
of ‘Conservative conteolled local authorities. There was a
discusmion and the following points were ed

(1) When a Conservative local muthority appearcd to be
implementing policias which were v to our progr . such
as extending the operation of direct labcur departments, we would
seek to dissusde them by discrest pressures Lehind the scenss
and through the membership of local Cormmrvative Assaciations,

(i1) We should support our Conzervative local mtharitltl’
vigerously when; in implementing eur pelicies, thoy were critic d
or brought into conflict with the central Govermment.

(114) we should encoucage cur MPs to lialse closely with
their Conservative County Councillors, and this subjeet would be
wentioned at a meeting of the 1922 Committee,

N (iv) Guidance to cur NPw was necessary on the subject and &
paper would be circulated by HMr. Hesaltine after his mectinge in
the following woek with our representatives of the County Councila.

8. 1irag i
Mr. Davies reported on his recent visit to Ireq.

‘6. Speaker's Conference

#re, Thatcher reported that the Primo Minister had written
to hey {4 1 that ¢t P vg Conference should discuss
the repr tion of hern Ireland at Yestminater, thus
implying that any diccussion of the under-representatian of
England Was to ke pustponed. There was a discussion and it was
as that se would accept this proposal with reluctance. Our
reply would reiterate the point mlready made in our correcpond-
eroe with the Prame liintster sbout the urgency of consldering
the under-representation of England and would seek to take
credit for the dovernment's concession on the undep-representation
of Northern Ircland. A copy would be sent to Mr. HMolyneaux.

¢
7. Backberch Committers and Poljcy Makiar

74 wan agreed that our backbanch committees should be given
adeguate oppertunity to consider developmonts in our stated polisy.

B. Devolution Ve
Mr, Pym reported on a propoval from Mr. Foot for a Seiect
Committce on devolution which appeared to preo-suppose legislation
on lines similar to the Scotland and Welcs Bill. There was a
discusaton snd the following points were agreed:

veeond A1)



{i} We could not accept Mr. Foot's proposaal,

{11) HMr, Pym would eeek an early opportunity of putting
forward a counter proposal for a Select Committes to consider all
proposals made for the improvement of the Government of Scotland
and Wales. This would be on the lines of a form of words which
Mr. Pym had circulated,

{411} This proposal did rot commit us to accept the
principle of legislative develution: it weuld be open for the
Select Committee to decide that the only practicable solution
was further administrative devolution.

The meeting closed at 6.10 p.m,

Conservative Research Department, DIN/NHM
24 0ld Queen Street, London, S.W.l. 2.,6.77





