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L '3 CONSULTATIVE COMMITTER
Minuies of the 106th Meéting held at 5.00 pm.

- on. Wednesdey, 20th April ‘1976, in the Leader's
Boom .at the Hoys'e .of  Commons

.Thatghey (4n the ‘Chair)

lx, Whitelgir, Sir Keith Joseph,
. ... lovd'Carrington, Mr. Maudling,
V0T Sir Gebffrey Howe; Mp. Priox,
© Mr, 'Pym, Mr. Gilmgur, Mr, Jenkin,
AT Mr._‘sgy;gp, Mr. 5C. John~Stevas,
il . Mr. Heseltine, ir. Ralcon (items 3 & 4),
. o Mr. Madde, 'Mr, Buchanan-Smith,
Mr, Edwards, Mr. Neave, ~
brs, Oop

In sttendance: Mri Butler, ‘Mr, Stanley,
. . Mr, Patten, My, Ridley,

S tir, Nicholson. 0‘45/
) )
Apologlas Loxd Heilshan,

1. Propesed Business for ihe Week 3rd-7th May

On Momday, Zyd iday, there would bz the Second Reading of
th~ Finance BLii (Sir Ceoffrey Hove, Mr. Howell).

On Tuesday, 4th May, Mr., Rogex Stott would seek leave to
incroduce his Soctizl Security (Aménifment) 3ill wnder the 10 Minute
Rule. Ihis wonld be followe: -by the Serond Reading of the Rent
(hgrieniture) B11) -(My, Pym, M, Rossel), the Remaining Stages

- of the Atomic- Emevgy Authopity (Special Constables) Bill
" @iz, Biffen, Mr. Hannam) and ‘the Remaining Stages of the Land
Drainage (4mendment) 311 (Mr,: Shepherd).

On Uednesday,” 5th May, Mr, bichael Thomas would seek leave
to Intwoduse his Medicel- Practicioners (Restriction of Right
to Prestribe) Bill umder the 10 Minute Rule. This would be
followed by progress on the Report 3tage of the Agwiculture
(Miscellarcous Pyevisions) BEll (Mr. Pym, Mr. Jopling).

On Thursday, ocih May, thera would e & Supply Day on Defence,
There would be un Adjournsent Dehate on the army (Mr, Onslow,
Mr, Goodhsrt), followed by the Second Reading of the Sevenelles 3471,

On Friday, 7th Ma%, there would be Private Membevs' Bills:
the Remaining Stageo of Mir. G. Roberts' Explosives (Age of

Purchase 4e) BL1L ard Mr. Rooker's Ldcemsing (Aaendment) Biil,
and the Second Reading of Mr. Allaun's end Hra. Butlex's Bills,

2, Hatters Artalhg oh"Bﬁsiﬁess
Xt _was exread that we ghould sustein cur vote against tie
. BudgeE" 5FTWiting &gainst the Second Reading of the Finance 3111

oa tha broad fssue that tax rates and Grvernment spending were
taoo high.

veseri Veekend



N

[ -2-

Heekend Spgec‘nes on_the Economic Situatfion
There was a discussion. It was gereed that:

i) Membetrs should bhe invited to co-ovdinate thelr speeches,
statements to the.press or, LE approsriate, letters to thelr
constituency chairmen, on the lines of the Researci Departumentts
Bricfing Nete For that weelend, which was circulated. Members
should argue that ingomes poligy by itself was not encugh to
restore & lo tewm halance id. the economy. ' Hor was it encugh
for individuals to live within thely means:  the Covernment must
de so. Resources needed te. be-shifted from the public sector 1u
order to restore profitability and jobs to tihe private ssctor,

11) Thege spasches shauld
threaten.starling or to suow
ment -the Governe

80 worded as not to appest to
Sdndué Yesentment against any agrae-
mipht reach with the unions on pay restraint.

© 141} We ghould draw atteatfon ko the plight of middle wanagement,

young executives and skilled ¢raftsmen, whose differemtials had
been and were being steadily evcded, e should point owt t.at
as the world ecomm{ recovered more people with skill and
ability would be able to emigrdte, and theve was evidence that
pressures to enlgrate were bullding uo.

iv) e should seel to weiterate certain key figures, like the
fact that the Government were borrowing &1 for every 25 they
apont, .

v) e should seck at all tilmes to vesct immedistely to speeches
and atatements 'y Government bilnfiaters by, for example, refuting
them over the teiephone to the Press issociation and not walting
to woke a full =pasch, : to

" Ibe_Gommittee of Selection

. My, Peyten ‘ndicated that the. Fabour majority om the
Comrmittee of Selection: was liltely later that evening to refuse
to change the compasiticn of Stapding Commiitees to reflect the
Ccvernment®s loss of & majority on the floor of the Hovse., It
was_agreed that our menbers on the Committee should vote agalnst
such a decision, aid that if that decision were nevertheless
carried, we would table an appropriate wotion, the temms of whie
would be discussed with iics,. Thatcher, #r. Peyton, Mz. Atkins anu
our Mbe on tie Committes,

Subjects for the Sr-ater's Conference

Hrs. Thatciner rapo'rtsd'that Mr, Callaghan hied written to
her to sugpest Llat tae Spealer?s Conference on Electoral Law
should be reconvened. He proposed that it should discuss the
subjects remaining when the last Speaker's Conference lapsed, and
ashked for the coaments of the Oppesition rarties amd wihetler
they wished to add any Ffurther su’iecty. It was agreed taat:

i) e should insist that the operation of Rule 1 of Schedulc 2
of the 1945 Representetion of the Poople act, which now resulted
in Zngland being under-represented inm Parlisnent, should be
conaldered, B -

1i): e wighi als¢ suggest thet increasing the slze of candidates’

deposits and the question of students’ regiscratjon should also
bz discussed,

The meeting closed at $.15 pam.
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