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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

235TH MEETING

5.00 p.m., Monday, 5th March 1973, in the
Leaderts Room at the House of Commons.

AGENDA
1. Present Parliamentary and political situation.
2. Any other business.
Conservative Research Department, CFP/ASD
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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTER

Minutes of the 23&5th Meeting.held at 5.00 p.m.
on. Menday, ©th March 1879, in the Leader's Room
at the House of Commans,

Presenti Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Kelth Joseph,

Lord Thorneycroft, Sir Gsoffrey Howe,
Mp. Pricr, Hr. Fym, Sir Ian Gilmgur,
Mp, Jenkin, kr, Peyton, Mr. Neave,
Mr. Heseltine, Mr. S¢. John Stevas,
Mr. Maude, Mr, Edwards, Wr. Wott,
Mrs. Opperheim. Mr. King, Mr., Taylor,
Mr, Carllisle, Mr. Biffon.

Mr. Atkins.

In attendsee: Sir Michael Havers, Mr, Fowler,
. Lord Denhem, Mr. Butler, Mr. stanlcey,
Mr. Patten, Mr, Wolfsaon, Mr. Rldlay
Mr. Hicholson, Mr. Gleeson

Apologios: Lerd Carrington

1. Referendum Results

Reler@noun —esoo

Mrs. Thatcher congratulated all those concerned in preducing
the remarkably good results in the Scotland and Wales referendums
and in the by-elections at Knuteford and Clitheroe.

2. Supply Day

Thers was a discussion on the subject for the Supply Day on
8th March, and it was agreed that we should debate the workings of
the Employment FProtectlon Act. The debate would be on the adjourn-
ment, snd we would seck elso to dlscuss the attitudes of the National
Grsphical Assoclation and SLADE. There would be & 3 line whip for
7,00 p.,m. Other supjects suggested for early debate were ENOTEY,
nroadeasting and the future of the IBA, and, when certain developme=nts
hed become clearer, [oreign affairs.

3, Cur Resctions to the Referendum Resylts

Thert was a discussion and the following polnts were agreed:

{1) e should adopt a cautious spproach as we relied, for the
time being, on thost Labour MP's and thelr supportera who had played
such an lmportant role in the SHo' campaign, to secure repeal of the
Acts. As the Tirst prilority was te securs repual, we should nol rafer
to any intentien to teble Metlons of no confidence for the time belng.

{11) In commenting on the resvlts we should continue to draw
attention to the fact that the 'yes' campaigners had insistad that
ziutwas tantamount to a 'ne' vote.
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£111) We should constantly press the Government to repeal the
Acts in the very near future.

(1v) We should carefully avoid making any further commitments
and should adopt great cautlon when being interviewsd in the media
or vikhen commenting to the-press.

{(v) If the Prime Hinister called for all-Farty talke we
should lndicate the difficulties in-holding such talks In what was,
in effect, a dying Parliament.

(vi) A statement would be issued to the press on the following
lires: In view of ths results of the referendums the Shadow Cablnet
considers that the Gevernment. should lay the necessary Orders to repeal
the Scotland and Wales Acts without delay”.

(vii} Mr. Edwards would discuss with Sir Cecffrey Jlowe the
Party's attitude to the voting of a block grant for Wales.

4. Manifesto

Mrs. Thatcher reperted that the Leader's Stesring Committee had
discusced the first draft of the Manifesto, Members of the LCC were
invited to study thelr own pections of the Manifesto, If wes agrecd
that the Research Department would discuss with Mr, Fowler a form of
words Tcr insertion in the draft indlcating our intention to denat-
ionglise the Mational Frelght Corporatlion snd ¢hange the licencing
system for rural transpert, It was algo agreed that references to
the future of BHOC and te civil service dispersal were desirable and
that eny other proposals which would enlarge freedom at minimal cost
might be inserted in the draft.

5. Other Pusiness

Mr. Fowler reported that the -Government had accepted the rulirgs
of the Eurcpean Court on the introduction of the tachograph into
Britain., It was agreed that we should maintain a low profile on
this issue.

It was giso agreed that Mr. Atkins would inguire when we might

axpect the Boyle Report, dealing with Members' salaries and other
matters, to be published. )

The mesting closed at 6.15 p.m.
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