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PM/79/95 


PRIME MINISTER 


1. I have j u s t l e a r n e d t h a t E Committee on 26 November, which I an 


Gilmour w i l l a t t e n d , w i l l be l o o k i n g a t a memorandum by David Howell 


on the f u t u r e s t r u c t u r e o f , and p r i v a t e s e c t o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n , BNOC. 


2. Although we have had some p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s on the f u t u r e o f 


BNOC, t h i s w i l l be t h e f i r s t time we have had a chance t o look a t t h e 


p r e c i s e p r o p o s a l s i n David Howell's paper. As an annex i n d i c a t e s , 


t h e r e are i m p o r t a n t Community l e g a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s on which we w i l l 


have t o form a judgement. More g e n e r a l l y , I have been concerned 


r e c e n t l y about the e x t e n t t o which t h e Government i s coming under 


c r i t i c i s m abroad - on both s i d e s o f the A t l a n t i c - because i t i s h e l d 


r e s p o n s i b l e f o r BNOC's a c t i v i t i e s w h i l e we do not always i n p r a c t i c e 


e x e r c i s e t h e f u l l e x t e n t o f t h e powers l a i d down i n t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n 


o f the C o r p o r a t i o n . I hope t h a t q u e s t i o n s about our N o r t h Seal o i  l 


p o l i c i e s are not g o i n g t o cause us needless d i f f i c u l t i e s a t t h e 


Summit, but the is s u e s i n any case go r a t h e r beyond t h a t . 


3. I b e l i e v e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h e d i s c u s s i o n on Monday sh o u l d be 


i n the n a t u r e o f a f i r s t r e a d i n g o f David Howell's paper and t h a t 


we can a l s o take a broad look a t t h e issues I have mentioned. I have 


no wish t o h o l d up the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f p r i v a t e c a p i t a l b ut we do need 


t o c o n s i d e r how the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f Government w i l l be d i s c h a r g e d 


t h e r e a f t e r . 


4 . I am sending copies o f t h i s minute t o Members o f E Committee 

and t o S i r Robert Armstrong. 

(CARRINGTON) 
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