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YOUR TELEGRAM NO 799: AFGMANISTAN.

S | DELIVERED THE TEXY OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE
{YOUR TELEGIAM NO 8%81) TO DEPUTY FOREISN MINISTER FIRYUBIN
THIS AFTERNOON FOR TRANSHISSION TO SREZHNEV. | EMPHASIZED
THE SERJOUSMESS YITH WHICH HMG VIEWED SOVIET ACTIONS I
AFGHAMISTAYN, AND THEN 4SKED THAT A FULL TRANSULAYION OF THE
MESSADE BE READ OUT.

FIRYUSIN REPLIED THAT MC DID MOV THINK THE OCCASION RIGHT FO1
A FULL DISCUSSION, HE THEN SPOKE jN THE TERMS OF THE
SOVIET .GOYERNHENT STATEMENT AS SET OUT 1Y YOUR VELEGRAM
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2s FIR’!UBIN REPIJED THAT HE DID NOT THWK THE OCCASION RIGHTY FOR
A FIJLL DISCUSSION. ME THEN SPOKE IN THE TERMS OF THE
soleT -GOVERNMENT: STATEMENT AS SET OUT IN YOUR _TELEGRAM
80 7‘37, ADDING AT THE START OHL\‘ TIM'I' THE BRIT!SH KHEH VERY
WELL WHENCE CAME THE LONS STAKDING INTERFERENCE 1M {HYERNAL
AFGHAN AFFAIRS, INCLUDING MILITARY INTERFERENCE, WHICH HAD
PROVOKED THE PﬂESEﬁT SITUAHO*: HE CONCLUDED THAT THE
ANSWERS TO THE PRIHE HiﬂiSTER S POINTS ONJTHE UN CHARTER,
AND THE LENGTH OF TME SOVIET TROOPS STAY YERE AS IN THE
SOVIET GOVERNMENT STAYEMENT, THE SOLE so#:er AlM WAS TO SEE
AFGHANISTAN UNDER AN INDEPENDENT SOVEREIGN GOVERNFENT
EXERCISING 1TS RIGHT AND OBL {GATIONS UNDER THE UN CHARTER.

| SAID THAT THE SOVIET GOYERNMENT SEEUD TO BASE THEIR WHOLE
CASE ON AN ALLEGATIOY OF PRIOR EXTERNAL AGGRESSION BY SOIE
OTHER POWER, BUT AS THE PitIME MINISTER'S LETTER MADE CLEAR,
THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THIS BASIC SOVIET ASSERTION.
FIRYUBIY HAD REFERRED TO EFFORTS TO YOPPLE THE AFGHAN GOVERNNEMT
BY FORCE, SO FAR AS | KNEY, THAT GOVERMMENT HAD BEEN TOPPLED
ONLY AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF SOV{ET TROOPS. HOR WAS IT
CLEAR WHICH GOVERNMENT BAD APPEALED FOR SOYIET HELP OR WHEN,
UNANBIGUOUS ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS WOULD HELP TO

CLARIFY THE SITUATION, FIRYUSIN SAID { WOULD MAVE SEEN

THE TEXT OF THE APPEAL IN THE SOYJEY PRESS. WHAT MENT ON {N
AFGHANISTAR WAS THE INTERYAL ASFAIR OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE.

NO ONE MAD THE RIGHT TO QUESTION THE LEGITINMACY OF THEIR
GOVERNHENT. AS TO MY QUESTION ABOUT OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE,

| WOULD KNOW THE ANSHER FROM THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT

STATEMENT,

FIRYUBIN WAS OBVIOUSLY HEITHER A3BLF NOR PREPARED TO SAY HORE.

PLEASE PASS TO WASHINGTON, UKMIS MEW YORK,
BONN PARIS UKDEL NATO




