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MR, WOLCOTT: That's-as good a place for me to start ag any 1is
just to ask you on whatever Basis you can talk about it, where
that stands now. Xou met for an extraordiparily long tims -
today with the Forelgn Secretary, and where do things stand

now? Is he going back to London? What happens next?

SECRETARY HAIG:! Let ma give you this on DEEP BACKSROUND f
because, I Ehink you know, I have not talked to- the press
since this thing sl:q;rted‘

MR. WOLCOTT: Yes. I appreciata that.
SECRETARY BAIG: and I didn't take any press on my trip.
MR. WOLCOTT: I appreciate that too.

SECRETARY HAIG: I don't know whether I appraciate it ot not

Ut it was more pain free as a rasult, whether we stumble arcund
the back of that plane and gay the wrong thinga, I don't know,
but I don't think it was either. I chink that the press
realizes this is a serious problem.

MR, WOLCOTT: -Certainly, sveryone of the regulars that I've
talked to certainly understand why we weven't with you.

SECRETARY HAIG: It's not standard operating but it was a uni-
que thing.

Let's go back and look at kthe setting of the kthing. That's
very important bacause there's been a lot of dlstortion except
from people who are sophisticated enough, I think, ko know
what the stakes are. But certalnly I haven't seen a great
deal of thakt expressed. It’s usually telegraphed.

When this thing occurred, it was, of course, a shock in London
and a surprise, and equally so here. The immediate question
we had to face was what was our best postura? Was it one of
concarned detachment or peripheral kibditzing, or was it ko
recoynize that the United States -- not just Graeak #ritain but
the United Sktates had a major interest in this sityarion and
irg ulrimate oufcome. .
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It had a major lnterest, first, in terms of the basic pringe
ciples we are trying ko strengthen and reinforce in our 4
fereign policy, and £hat is the start changed by rule of law
and peaceful means. You have heacd ne spsak to that
repeatedly, and I think it 1s a firm conviction of the
President that the lawlassness and the hemcrrhaging of
historic change through force was beconing a major threat to
lnternational stability, ko gay nothing of ouy vital
interasts. .

S8 we didn't have the luxury of stepping aside from that poins
of view,

Secondly, it had a profound -- and would have and will contirue
to have -- a profound effect on our traditional alliance rela=
ticnships in the Atlantic communlty. The scars of Suez, no
natter how you judge them at this stage of the alltance
higtory, might well be more than the traffic would bear. So we
could not let our British ally anguish alone.

Thirdly, it has fundamentally hamispheric implicaticns. As
you know, we have been in the process of wotking diligently to
re-establish American influence in the femisphere, aspecially
in the OAS, and we have achieved considerable succeas.

Again, I just refer to St. Luecla where, by and large, the
everwhelming majority supported the United States' position on
Nicaragua and Salvadc;r:., .

A failure to deal effectively with this issue -- at least be per—
ceived with an attempt to deal with it respongibly ~= gould well
fragment the QAS organization between the Spanish speaking and
the English speaking countrias.

Fouzthly, the problem has East-West overtoneg. What I just
described to you are Morth=South overtones. You know, they
could have deteriorated without our action into & mlemic
Horth=-S8cuth problem: Colgnialism versus Ilmperlalism. #4nd
that, in itself, could have then detericratsd into an
East-West probleam hecause where vacuums are created in the
south, then they afford opportunitiss for greater Soviet and
Cuban iInfluence in the southern cone and parhaps aven farther..

Beyond that, both parties viewed the United States as the only
entiky im whom they had sufficlent confidence —- although they
viewad thelr respsctive relatlonship with us somewhat d&1f-
ferently == but they felt that the United States was3 the only
credible vehicle for seeking a peaceful solution.
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Some said we should have delayed, stepped back and been lass
hyperactive. Nothing eculd be farther f£rom the truth. Had N
that- gccurred, had theré been vacuums, they would have been
vapidly filled either by the QAS with all of the congequences
we're talking about, or the United Nations with an sven
stronger North-South £lavor.,

We really didn't view that we had the luxury of staying out,
and we had to gselize control of the process, whatever the
zisks, and we did not viaw those riska as being minor, and we
4id not view the progpacts for guccesa as being paved with
apportunity.

What are the basic i3sues? The basic issuyes ave traditional
British procedures for decolonialization which has -histori=-
cally been pramised on self~determination.

The Argentine position has been one of soul-falt conviction
that the Malvinas or Faiklands have been Argentine over the .
lage 150 yewars since the relinquishment of Spanish soverelgnty
in thelr region.

The last 17 years they've been intensely engaged in nege=
tiations which have led nownare and which have bullt frustra-
tion wpen frustration. FProm the Argentine point of view, they
probably would not have been averse earlier on to the concept
©of selfedetermination Lif they felt they had a fair shot at
influencing the attitudes of the Islanders.

But, rightly ot wrongly, they developsd a conviction over an
extended period that it was a British cocoon that could not be
panetrated in such a way that they could open up the Islands
and show the Islanders what oppertunities were available to
them through allegilance to the mainland, Therefore, they felr
diseriminated against. One aust suggest that that had even
racial overtonesa.

ton't think the British have a fixation for sovereignty, but
tather a fixation for self-determination consistent with their
decolonialization pattern.

The Argentines, on the other hand, have applied force to
change status quo, and the stakes right row probably ate

good endugh Eor Argentina to have, as a resul: of their sacri-
fices and military action they've taken, compressed the pro-
cess to the point where there would be a British willingness
£o negotlate in a more Eorthcoming way. And the veal quest ion
is, would the Argentines, as they have been, insist not only
on decolonizing but on prejudging negorlations before those
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negotﬁtions take place by lasisting that they must ultimately
lead to thelr soverelgnty.

Orne is cutting an umbilical cord with Britain, and the other
is plugging it in.

1 think that 13 a very hatd position to justify. It would be
a teward for aggression, recognizing there will be some
rewards In any event because the status ggg has changed, the
attitudes of the Islanders will ke affect accovdingly, and
things will never be ‘guite the same. There's never going to
be a return ko gtatus guo in a rigid sense from this day
forward.

.50 thege are the basic issues, Can Britain sustatn, as ik

should, self-determination as the major criteria for any
change in the status of the islands, and can Argentina be
satlsified with an evolutionary change where they have a fair
chance to influence self-determination. That is where we are
today. -

We've baen %o both capitals. 1've been to Buenos Aires twice,
a8 you knowd. I did not go back to London from Buenos Aires
because the bottom line was so excruciatingly arrived at with
upa and downs because, quite frankly, it's & government with
the slightest dictatorial characeer — and be careful how you
say thig == that is less structured than a pluralistiec
soclety. There ars as many as 40 to 50 guys who can veko
anything.

. Thare's a president, there's a junta, there's an army commnand

structure, including <¢orps commanders, all of whom have a
volee; and, therefore, when you have an agreed position, you
don't know how long it's going to hold.

MR. WOLCOTT: Yeah. So I've heard.

SECRETARY HAIG:r We came up with an agreed position. I came
dut of Buenos Alres with that. We transmitted Ehose ideas --
not as Amerlcan ldeas but as a2 combination of rhe interaction
of Sritish and Argentine ldeas == from the Argentine perspac—
tive, It went %o London and London is discussing their view
on those ideas here in Washington and our percéprien of those
ideas =« I expact Pym will rekurn to Londor tonight or
tomorrow == and that we are in what 1s clearly the final sta-
ges of the pre-conflict diplomacy.

No one can say for sure how many hours or daye are left, or
even at khis moment whether any are. But it's not a situation
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there's just going £0 be a transition from peace to war, and
therefore that once Lhat threshold is crossed, that nothing
else 1z going ko happen. There will be even mere Jdrgent calls
for settlement if there is indeed armed conflict beyond what
hag already occurred in the seizure of the Island.

I think the bottom line here in the United States ig that the
United States cannot abandon the basic principles which
constitute our own national policies and interests and which
happen to be shared by Britain as well, and that i3 that
change can accur by force of arms.

Should that be the bottom line of the Argentines -- in other
words, should thay be unable, for whatever reason —- and we

have to be very tolerant that they have a complex mix because
in¢unbencies are involved in both capitals -— I'm talking about -
temporary politics -- and khat reduces a great deal of the flexi-
biliey on both sides.

But should it turn out that. way, then clearly the United
States must be guided: ({a) by principle, and (b) by its tra-
ditional alliances,

MR. WOLCOTT: Two questions to Eollow-up on that, still on the
same hasis, . .

MR, PISCEER: This all has tc be Lindley DEEP BACEGROUND.
SECRETARY HAIG: Lindley? You den't know where you got this.

MR. WOLCOTT: I don't know where ! get half of what I get.
No. That's understood.

SECRETARY HAIG: Thare are a lot of reasons why I think it

WOLL just be dynamite if I were quoted ot even said for me to
think or anything ==

MR. WOLCOTT: It ain’t golng to happen.

SECRETARY HAIG: — I can't do my job under those
clrcumatances.

MR. WOLCOTT: N&. I understand that. I appreciate ‘'that, The
firat question is, at what point do we have to make the cheice
publicly? Now, it seems to ma -—

SECRETARY HAIG: - WVery simple.
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MR. WOLCOTT: If I understand correctly, you have been in
toueh ‘with your counterpagt in Argent.ina mors off and on since
you came back to Washington ——

SECRETARY HAIG: Oh, yes.

MR.. WOLCOTT: S0 he is Presumably --

SECRETARY HAIG: He'll be in New York tomorrew, and chances
are see hin Sunday =--

MR. WOLCOTT: Here?

SECRETARY HAIG: =~ probably over the wsekend hera, And chan=-.
ces are by then I will have had what you might ¥efar to ag the
bottom line from London.

MR. WOLCOTT: Which you don't have now.

SECRETARY HAIG: No. We've. fn the process of develaging thatk,
You see, serlous negotiaticns really didn't start until we had
had the views of both capitals.

MR, WOLCOTT: They really started with that Argentine proposal
that they finally got together.

SECRETARY HAIG: That's right.

MR. WOLCOTT: But the bottom line I rhink you've already
outlined.

SECRETARY HAIG: And that, incidentally, is another reason why
we n°t start ohe-thirty-geconds too soon.

MR. WOLCOTT: Hecause it took you z week to get up to speed.

SECRETARY BAIG: The distances involved and the differences in
pezception of this problen. They wara diametrically
different.

MR. WOLCOTT: But I think you've already hit the bottom line.

It seems clear what it la, which is that the British insist

the one thing from which they cannot budge and from which we
can't either is that the Islanders have a right to a volce fn
their own future, #And the Argentines hava ingisted, as I
understand 1t, that thelr flag must rematin there, rheir governor
mugt remaln there -— tha troops maybe don't need to -— '
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SECRETARY HAIG: MNo. That wouldn't be fair. And I can't glve
you the outline of the Argentine positlon, but it's not that
rigid. It was initially. There has been flexibility. There
has been flaxibility on the subject of withdrawal, there's
been flaxibility on the subject of interim authority on the
Islands, but there's been a great tendency to insist that the
outcome of the negotiations be predetermined.

MR. WOLCOTT: Yes. There was ==
SECRETARY BAIG: Before they negotiatedd.

MR. WOLCOTT: That reminds me of the West Bank, Nevertheless,
then you're ineo talking abour a mechanism down the road far
== I guess you're talking about two atages ==

SECRETARY BAIG: Let me post this to you jugt so you gat this
LT <ient. The real question today in practical terms, as
digtinct from issue terms, substantive terms, is whether two
lesders who have started dowm a course will mot only be able
to have the statesmanship ko accept a compromise, but pearhaps
¢ven more importantly whether the fact of doing that will eli-
tiinate their incumbency. See what I mean?

MR. WOLCOTT: Yes.

SECRETARY HAIG: You have two tiers of obstacles that the
eadership in both capitals have t¢ deal with, and that's what
makes this such a complex problem,

MR. WOLCOTT: I understandd, and .in both == certainly in the
Argentine case, that incumbency is not what I would call figm,
@lcher historically or in the present tense.

SECRETARY HAIG: That's right.

¥R. WOLCOTT: But still it seems to me that the British argu-
ment 13 quite persuagive,’'that if you allow the Argentines to
keep anything on those Islands, you will have reawardad eheir
invadion unlegs you return == and here's apsther un fortunate
phrage fxom the past =- unless you return to a status que
ante. —_
SECRETARY HAIG: No. The status quo ante as such in rigid
terms will naver be achievable In the Iight of what has
already occurred. Some of the Islanders have left already.
They've been exposed to Argentine presence, either favorably H
or unfavorably, depending on how they logk at it -- and we

have no way of knowlng that —-
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MR. WOLCOTT: Rigi’n{:.

SECRETARY HAIG: They've been expased to Argentine blandish—
ments, whatever they may be.

MR, WOLCOTT: Television.

SECRETARY HAIG: Probably offers for land or whatever. And
that's a tact of life, and it is always the case in the
interests of peace which is so critically important, Cne has
to understand that as long as principles themselves are not
Put In jeopardy, that there can and Probakly should be
something co take on the subject of status gg:f» ante, aven If
ik's an interim arrangement that prevents conflick, that per-
mits a withdrawal of forcss and the demilitarization of the
Islands.

The ultimate outcoms, of courss, is again If it's placed on a
falr shot by all interests, the outcome that does give

heavy welghk -- not exclusive weight but very heavy weight ==
to the will and the interesis of the pecple.

MR. WOLCOTT: In that conkext, are the British willing to
tolarate an Argentine presence in the Islands?

SECRETARY HAIG: There are limits.

MR. WOLCOTT: But are they willing to kolerate one at all,
even ag part of g ==

SECRETARY BAIG: I have to be very careful here simply because
thesq¢ thinge have not been alred and the answer is yes within
very tightly constrained thinking.

MR. WOLCOTT: That does give you scme room still ko work, does
it not? '

SECRETARY HAIG: That's mot where we've baen working.

MR. WOLCOPT: VYes. But the question, obviously, that?'s in the
back of =y mind is whether there's still —- !

SECRETARY HAIG: I think it would be fair to say thak neither
3lde has been terribly rigid; that at this juncture the
British have been somewhat move forthcoming as of this
reading.

Be careful how you write that, 1T don't have to tell you what
an impact ir has. :
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HE. WOLCOTT: Yes. a‘a\ck there,

SECRETARY HAIG: Both places.
4R, WOLCOTT: Oh, cettainly. A1l right, So then there still
is some ~= the door 1s still open In whatever == a crack, or
whatever, for some sdrt of a —-

SECRETARY BAIG: One can draw Ehils ceonclusion: #How much time
8 laft? Clearly, the British cannot put themselves in the
positicn of having sailed a 40~ or §0-ship force ko Lhat
region only to roll around the- turbulent Scuth aAtlantie.

When they are there and in position, they must be used or from-
that moment on thefr own credibility s in a steady decline.

‘There are constraints here which there are few with lifntle

ability to us to deal with. I've gone into thig thing from
the outset with a deep sense of urgency, from the Ffirst
moment, that we barely would have angugh time.

Of course, when I 9ot £o Buenas Alres, it was even more evi-
dent that we were going t¢ need thar time.

MR. WOLCO®T: <Can the Britisn to jome extent satisfy that npeed
by going off to South Georgia? There have been some reports
here that khe Argentines are not defending South Georgia, that
whatever peopla they had Ehere ara gone,

SECRETARY HAIG: It can pPeSe a problem to kalk abour k. You

can speculate any way you want on ik,

MR. WOLCOTT: But thera's been a lot of public speculation of
that.

SECRETARY HAIG: Yes.

MR, WOLCOTT: Some portion of thelr force is headed that way,
As I said, ! have heard that the Argentines have made a deci~
sion that it's per defengible, that khey've not going to try,
and it's not worth ik, It'g 300 miles away and ==

SECRETARY HAIG: You can speculake that., It's probably very

‘true,

MR. WOLCOTT: But that would certainly take some of $he heat
off. You woulda't have the fleek Just steaming around doing
nothing; it woyld have done somgthing, Raised the Union Jack -
somewhere, and that would have some political merik,
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SECRETARY HAIG: Don't discount it.
MR. WOLCOTT: It might buy éim,e.
SECRETARY HAIG: Yeah.

MR. WOLCOTT: Than I can conceive of a aikyskticn next weak
where you'd have a sort of a "siltzkrieg” there where the
British would declare this quarantine zone, they'd have 4
fleet there to enforce it, the Argentines would teat it, and
they'd sir and stare at each other. -

"I can even concelve OF a situation where somabody might tegt
it once and get a ship sunk or a plane shot down and then
they'd ait and look at each other and see ~—

SECRETARY HAIG: But all the ground rules could change toa.
There are a number of things the British could do to serioysly
aggravate hthe Argentine situaticn.

¥R. WOLCQTT: They could go after the Argentine ports.

SECRETARY BAIG: That's righe. They could mine them, A
large part of their external traffic gees through that rivee
mooLh.

MR. WOLCOTT: Yeah.

SECRETARY BAIG: I don't think that would happen unless there
Was some effort to take action against the exclusion zone.
That's just my ¢wn guess.

MR. WOLCOTT: You kuéw. your top part of the Treasury
Departmcnt‘ 15 getting extremely jiktery about that.

SECRETARY EAIG: In what way?

MR. WOLCOTT: Argentina has a huge fareign debt, a lot of it
held by American banks, and an inability to service khat debt
which a blockade would ereate would cause very serlous
problems for some financial institutions here.

SECRETARY BAIG: To say nothing of in Buenos Alres.

¥R. WOLCOTT: I think his concern was principally with ours,
not theirs, .
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SECRETARY HAIG: Yeah. Well, internatiocnal markets ak large
Ba'd Be concerned abput, the turbulence of that on top of the
Polish situation on ‘top of the already shakey situakjon in the
marker place anyway.

MR. WOLCOTT: Yea. He had expressed rhat thought as wall.
All right, just so mechanically I ynderstand it: You ace now
finished with your meetings wikh the Foreigna Secretarcy.

SECRETARY HAIG: No.
ME. WOLCOTT: Are you geing to see him again?

SECRETARY HAIG: He's mulling things over from our day-long
meetIngs, and I'll meet with him laker hhis evening.

MR. WOLCOTT: Okay. So he is not going back as "sheduled™ as
they would say.

SECRETARY HAIG: No.

MR. HDLCOTT:l Do you sxpact 0 have something or have you
already communicated something to the Argentines? That is, on
the basis of your discussions with -

SECRETARY BAIG: HNo oral response,

MR. WOLCOTT: Will that happen when you see Costa Mendez on
Sunday or even -—

SECRETARY HAIG: It will happen as goon as.Pym gets back to
London, discusses it with the Prime Minister, and they glve us
the next to the battom line. .

By now we already have a serlea of structured proposals which
we'te dealing with paragraphs and lssues --

MR. WOLCOTT: Ch, I didn"; realize thak. Whose proposals are
these? Are they Brinish? )

SECRETARY HATG: No. They're a combination of the interplay
Of the views of bokh sides, and the communication role thak
wa've been playing in merging it and purring it together and
Presenting it and khere it is., It's not a Haig plan as gome
uf the networks suggested here a week ago. There's no Haig
plan,

MR. WOLCOTT: What should one call Lt then?
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SECRETARY HAIG: Call it a structured a.pproach from khe
perspectives of Londen and Buenos Alres in which there are
some . lmportant gaps,s '

MR, WOLCOTT: But it is sort of a combination -- Column A,
Column B, X

SECRETARY BAIG: I4'S not even & and B now. Tt's & with some
very sensitive gaps in which differences remain,

MR, WOLCOTT: AlL right. Finally, just to wrap this up.
There has been some flexibility shown by the Argentines in
public: About their abllity to withdraw troops from the
Islands. .

The British have indicated, ptivately at lsast, a willingness
to stop the fleet, stop that action,

SECRETARY BAIG: That's the least difficulr part.

KR. WOLCOTT: That's my understanding.

SECRETARY HAIG: The more difficult pact is the contemporacy
Status to a lesser degree but most importantly the ultimate
status of the laland and the procedurss arrived at to deter-
mine it -- procedures that will be adopted to determine it.

MR, WOLCOTT: ALl right: Just ko rin that down a litkle more.
I3 it still conc¢elvable that some sort of muitilateral admi-
nistration could be established during a transition perlod?

SECRETARY HAIG: Yes. But it woild have to have a very heavy

Britlah character.

MR. WOLCOTT: What d9 vou mean?
SECRETARY HAIG: I've probably gone toa far.

f
MR, FISCHER: D¢ you want to roll that point back a little
bir?

MR. WOLCOTT: I guess I don't understand what you meank,

SECRETARY HAIG: You know what T meant when you agked.

MR. WOLCOTT: Wall, there's anothar problem that seems 0 me
it'g the basis of this, I don't know any way to put it but be
blunt, which is that you have two systems of government here
that are not compatible.
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The British character fs democratic; the A}:genr.ine character
is not, and we're n;}: t2lking about turning! ever these islands
or these paople ta Holland or Switzerland. -

SECRETARY HAIG: Ob, you're telling mael

ME. WOLCOTT: And 80 you have tncompatible systams of govern-
ment; . .

SECRETARY HAIG: That Ls not nacessarily a problem.

MR. WOLCOTY: I was a little amused when the Argentines pro-
miged the Falkland Islanders all khe rights of Argentinians,
I'm not quite sure what that amounted tc.

SECRETARY HAIG: Wall, no, Talk about autonomy. Autonomous
== (inaudible].

I don’t think there'’s an;vbody here that would accept the con-
cept of substituting dictaktorship for detiocracy. You couldn't
lock for an outcome oF that kind. }

MR. WOLCOTT: All vighz. I've spent virtually all my time on
DEEP BACKGROUND, 8o I bettar get off it and change subjects.

MR. FISCHER: Let me check, Mr. Sacretary. I don't know how
auch more time you've got before Kr. Pym comes by.

MR. WOLCOTT: The other major topic this week has been the
Middle East, and I assume you have bad to keep one hand on
that while you have concenkrated- on this.

SECRETARY HAIG: Yes.

MR. WOLCOTT: You remain confident that the Sinai withdrawal
will go as expected? . :

SECRETARY HAIG: Yesg, -

MR. WOLCOTT: All right. In Labanon-there was ancther
round of rulocs this waek and attacks, overflights. What ls
the prognosis for milikary actioa? .

JBECRETARY HAIG: I think we've all encouraged that it was both
"portrayed as a punitive response to a series aof perceived
iviolations, and they were real violarions, and that khus far
the parties seemed ho have not be inclined to expand. That's
lextramely senuous -- not right now, but with every passing
|minute ir comes closer to a reality.
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MR. WOLCOTT: What about after the withdrawal is cbmpleted?
Doas thils become a new ballgame then? \

SECRETARY HAIG: With respect to Lebanon?

MR, WOLCOTT: Yas,

SECRETARY HAIG: No. Lebanon is a sepavate problem which ia a
regult of the unsettled situation that emsrged from '76, the
Syrian presence, the movement of the PLO from Jordan into
southern Lebanon; the weakness and the digparate character of
the Lebanase central government which of course favars
strengthening of that central government, a strenghold for it,
as the best prospect for the ulfimate solution == that's a
Separate set Of problems =~ and the perception ©f Israel that
‘the cease-fire which was so arduously worked cut involved
obligations which would preclude the attacks, against israeli

or Igvaeli-occupled territory, emerging from southern Lebanen. /

There have been a series of efforts by not only the central
PLO but alse splinter groups to move through Jerdan into the ¢
;West. Bank and while not all of them have resulted in -

: bloodshed, there have been a number of effores made and they
are perceived from the Israeli polnt of view =~ and I ehink
jwith justica == ag violations of the ¢ease-fire, .

In additlon ko that there's been Igraeli cagualties abroad
which, while not legally constituting violarions of kthe ceage-
fire as negotiated, clearly are a matker of great subjective
<oncern to the Israeli Goveroment.

That has nothing to do with the Sinai, Agaln, this Sunday
it's due to be turned kack, and we've had 15 monkha, 16
monthg, to work this problem, When we came in, there was an
ocean of difference betwmen the two sidea, and with a deadline
approaching thecve was no peacekeeping force in the making and
both sides viewed the character of that foxrce as something
entirely different: Bgypt insisting it must be without
Americans, and Israel insisting it muse be antirely Americans,
Above all that, U.N. and we've manzged ko bridge that gap and
not only get American participation but broad mulkinational
participation, including, remarkably, a Reavy European
participation. :

Wa've worked out all of the modalities, *he complexities of
the transfer which involves contraversial watervays, rights,
residual rights, relocatlons, TPhat ig a rather remarkable
achievement. Everybody's saying we don't have a Middle
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Eastern policy. I'm gurprised that soms ate not ak leés: com-
menting on the fact that Camp David has been ¥indicated. in
this process, and by Sunday it will have been vindicsted,

Just like the Salvadoran electionz vindicated certain things
that people refused to accept befors those elections.

The second part QF the Camp David process, of course the auto=-
nomy talks, and there, too, they were totally stalled out with
both sides going in divergent directions. Except. for the
unprogrammed historic crises in Lebanon, we would have hoped
to have had autonomy progress move hand in glove with Sinai
turnover progress, but the Syrian actions in hhe Bekaa Valley,
triggeread by the Christians, the Israeli artack agalnat the
Iragl reactor which triggered the PLO attacks against nerthern
Israel and agaln caused the breakdown of peace, and the struc-
turing of the cease~fire itself made progress on autonomy
extremely difficult.

As the Sinal turnover period approached, real progress on
autonomy faltered on what I-all the scope of attention that
the two capitals could apply. And, as a matter of fact, the
closer the Sinal hurnover came, the less pogsible it was to
extract flexibility from the two capirals on autonomy. But
we have put together a framework. We have beer dealing with
it while avolding deadlines becausa of the turnover problam,
and after this I would think there will be more intense
efforts within the Camp David framewsrk ko achieve autonony.

‘MR, WOLCOTT: The stumbling block at the moment is they can't
agree on a place ko meat. OCbvicusly, one option available to
you is to invite them hera. .

SECRETARY HALG: Yes. But that's more a manifestarion of the
. Lrauma of ‘the Sinai turnover itself. Some of the kechnical
problems associated —— which there's only one remaining
tonight and that the Taba area —- arl of the reast have been
lroned out -- the islands, the patrol areas. 1Ir's been an
incredibly complex task ahd people should be wandering at how
two governments in a peost-Sadat area have managed to do it,
and I think it's a eredit both to Egypt and to Israel. There
ought to be a little bit of a minor celébratien on Sunday if
it ali bappens the way it was supposed ‘to have happened,

People say we don't have a pelicy. Of ¢ourse, we have a
pelicy. We've had a policy from the beginning. and thare's
another complicaktion in the Middle East which must be viewed
with increasing interest, if not concern, and that is the
growing alignment of Syria with Iran, and the possible
increased Soviet lnfluence wikh both.
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You recall I talked last spring about a skrategic consensus. \‘
Again == and I repeat -- not as a made-in-Anerica gimmiex ko
divert attentions from the Arab-Isvaeli confliet or net as a
product of American myoplc pracccupation with Soviet
imperialism, but rakher as an expression of strategic realiky
which had to be considered in the mix of a very complex Middle
East strategic enviroament, )

1 talked at that time about Soviet involvement, I talked about
Soviet proxy involvement, I talked about radical Arab move-
meat. It has turned out khe growing alignment of Syria wich
Iran has resulted in a == I don't want to call it a strategic
condensus bacause it's bacome a dirty word -- bat ik'g the
same damn thing: A sense of growing concern among moderate
Arab states that this is a thrsat wikh which they have to
deal, especially the Gulf atates and Saydi Arabia.

That's what I was talking about last spring that everybody
seemed to have tervible problams with, It is now a fact of
Life, and it's growing to have an lncreasing lmpact on both
Arab-Israeli jssues and reglonal issues at large. Some of the
congequences of that will be helpful and some will be
deletericuas.

MR. WOLCOTT: Doesn't, for example, an Israell group ineo
Lebanon only help to diminish Syria’s growing isolation in the
Arab world? They then become once again the confrontation
stacs --—

SECRETARY HAIG: Yes., OCne of the reasons why we've been so
active in doing all we can to prevent that. We den't think
it's a constructive outcome. We don't mee any interest in the
FLO either because they'll be the First victim of it. I think
they know that, and that explalng their unusual moderation in
this period.

MR. WOLCOTT: ALl righe, ;Specifically on Camp David, what is
out strategy for it, agsuming thace will b a shork breather
after the Sinai for everyona to celebrate? Is it new tima for
the United States ko go Dack to give thax process a push with
some ideas of our own and perhaps with your presence again?

SECRETARY HAIG: We have appointed a negotiator and he's been
steeping himself in the details Qf this. He's had his own
traval over there. I've made two trips on the subject of
autonomy. We know whete the laages are, and it now remazins to
be seen whether the $64 guestion can be answered with sta-
tesmanship in Cairo and in Tel Aviv, and that is this: Camp
David itself was a product of cempromise. Two responsible
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leaders decided to defer what were diametrically opposed views
on a number of key isaues: Jerusalem and cartain other
aspects of the occupied tarritories, and in that Camp David
accord a fall for a 5-year transitiom period under the con-
ditfons of the autonomy with a central governing authovity,
elected by the lnhabikaptsg -- the West Bank and Gaza =- which
would land itself t5 an evolutionary process of a direction of
an ultimate solution.

The question now that's important is having accepted that kind
of approach in '78 in’ Camp David, are they going to insise now
in the context of negokiating the specific transitioral
arrangements under autonomy in insisting that those issuss
that they would defer then must be resoived. If chey are, the
prospects for aukopomy are very grim. But if they can carry
over what 1 call the spirit of Camp David into autonomy, then
the problems are solvable and it is cur obligation as a full
partner in this process to 4¢ our utmost to approach it from
Ehat point of view, and that's the way we've been approaching
ik, -

MR. WOLCOTT: What is our next step?

SECRETARY BAIG: OQur next step ls £o vacognize that the span
of attention can now be narzowed somswhat, and there can be a
greater degree of affort and work done on aytonony.

MR. FISCHER: John, we'd better cut this off in a minuta.

MR, WOLCOTT: Okay. Let me just go into a couple of guick
ones. Our rela:ionship with China. ‘There have been some
rough spots lately. Are you confident that that is st{ll
stable, sound, or does it need work?

SECRETARY HAIG: It's been getting work. 1Ik's had work ever
since my tvip to Chinad. 1It's a very sensitive, dlfflcult
questlon for reasons that are self-evident. 1Ik's receiving a
great deal of attention and work and will receive more in the
days ahead.

MR. WOLCOTT: Are You going to go back there?

SECRETARY HAIG: No, nok in the near tarm,

MR. WOLCOTT: Ckay. Soviet Union. The question of Brezhnev.
He made his first appereance yesterday.

SECRETARY HAIG: I don't want Lo mislead you by saying that
T'm nox gclng back thera, That doesn't mean there Isa't going
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ko be some action on the gubject. Don't weite khat Washington
inkends to leave it pnattended. We ave attending it.

MR. WOLCOTT: - And that may at some point requice your --
SECRETARY HAIG: Mine or somebody else's,

MR. WOLCOTT: _The question of Brezhnev. He Teappeared yester-
day. Does that mean he is in full coptrol and the sucdcession
is moot, or is it your impression ==

SECRETARY HAIG: No. Transition js already under sway,
clearly. t started some months ago. It started even before
the death of Suslov, but Suslov's death removed ona of the
spinal cords of status guo and the selection of Chernenko ag
bhelr-apparent is clear, at least in the first manifestarjiona.

The demise of the other fellow ==
MR, WOLCOTT: Hitilenko?

SECRETARY HAIG: Yes. &g you know, he was again not there
thls week.

‘MR. WOLCOTT: Yeah., I don't now if he's demised or ——

SECRETARY HAIG: When I say "demised,” I don't mean it in a

Physical sense.

The transition is under way but it's oo early ro say becausa
on set of actions generate countstractions., It's a very dyna-
mic and fntrigue-£illed, interest laden process, and they are
notorlously bad at providing graceful tranaiticns.

N\ B
MR. WOLCOTT: Well, ir's intaresting thak Andropov appeared ko
speak yesterday. )

SECRETARY HAIG: He was a new factor, Well, he was an old
Actor G lust seemed Lo have been bypassed and now is again
in the picture.

MR. WOLCOTT: Let me end up by opening up the old periscope
question ipn this fashion: Whather you feel you have here in
Washington the breadth of polinical support and loyalty that
any Secrekary ¢f Statae needs to conduct foreign pelicy?

SECRETARY HAIG: Whar do you mean by that? #What is the
breadth and depth of suppore?
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un.\\wo:.cmx Just what I said,

SECRETARY HAIG: I hive a very loyal and very effective and
efflclent State Department. I get along very well with my

' fellow Cabinet officers, including Cap Weinbergar, deapite all

the speculation, most of which is clearly sent from sources
other than Cap and myself. 56 what are you asking about?
What congtitutes breadth and depth?

ME. WOLCOTT: You are also --

SECRETARY HAIG: Half our guys that don't work, that just talk
to the preas?

MR. WOLCOTT:; Oh, I don't know Anyone like that around town

"here. Who are they?

SECRETARY HAIG: At least one,

MR. FISCHER: That's off the record, John.

MR. WOLCOTT: That's all wight. No. The question is about
your relationship with the White Housge.

SECRETARY HAIG: I get along just vary, very well with the
Président, and I have na comment on any of the garbage.

You know, the funny th?ng is you guys know where to get what
you get =-—

_MR. WOLCOTT: Uh huh.

SECRETARY HAIG: And you don't know after 16 months where
You've gotten i, consistently (inaudible}, aven though 1ists
camcuflaged from time to kime by agents == and I can't tell
you, and you haven't gotten it from me.

MR. WOLCQOTT: No. '

SECRETARY HAIG: Tn 16 months have I aver engaged in thar?

MR. WOLCOTT: No. MNot as an active particlpant,

SECRETARY HAIG: Not even as an inactlve one. I can kell you
that.

MR, WOLCOTT: But it's still nhere after 16 months.
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SE:CRET&R! HAIG: You guys ought ko angwer Your own gqueshion.
)

MR, WOLCOTT: Wa try k0. 16 months —— ftig s£ill golng on,
though.

MR. FISCHER: Scomabody should write about motive sametime,
Not just what is said, but the motive behind it.

MR, WOLCOTT: It's the hardest question ko answer.
MR. FISCHER: It's pfetty simgle to me. )

SECRETARY HAIG: Agatn, way OFF THE RECORD: bo you think I
give a shit about the Kind of airplane I ride iny What I give
3 shit abouk fs whether I have comaunications, a teletype, a
duplicating machine, and working space for a group of guys who
are warking 20 goddam hours a day seven days a week. And
whether I go in a plane that is Eragmeanted with an aisle, na
working space, no adegquate communications —- some, but no ade-
quate -- hell, I didn't make 13 trips to Southeast Asla as a
goddam Brigadier General, and any time it was an Important
trip, I had that communicakions in the plane and the working
Space to do it. I never heard of guch a thing.

MR. WOLCOET: I gok ko tell you, that one dldn'e fly veky far
with me.

SECRETARY HAIG: It shouldn't have flown with anybody, but ir
got written.

MR. WOLCOTT: I know it got written. I don't know where ie
came from, much less the motive. It wasa't my story. I have
enough trouble mnswering for my own.

MR. FSICHER: We better get going.

‘(The interview coneluded at 6151 p.m.)
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