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From the Private Secretary 2 June 1982

DEPARTURE FROM VERSAILLES

Thank you for your letter of 2 June.

The Prime Minister agrees generally with its contents but
would like a slightly revised message to be sent to President
Mitterrand. I enclose the text. You will see that this
incorporates the point which you suggested might be made orally.

The Prime Minister agrees that it would be very helpful
if the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Sir Robert Armstrong
would stay on after her departure and attend both the opera and
the fireworks.

With regard to your fourth paragraph, as soon as you can
confirm that the Prime Minister's message to President Mitterrand
has been delivered, we shall take steps to make known
informally to the British Press in advance that the Prime
Minister intends to leave the Summit early.

I am sending copies of this letter and its enclosure to
John Kerr (HM Treasury) and David Wright (Cabinet Office).

k J. COLEg

Francis Richards, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT MITTERRAND

I am greatly looking forward to meeting you again on

Friday and to taking part in the excellent programme which

has been arranged for the Versailles Summit.

I much regret, however, to have to tell you that

Francis Pym and I will need to leave Versailles on Sunday

night immediately after your Grand Dinner, so that I shall

miss the Opera and the Fireworks. I am sure you will under-

stand that it would not be appropriate for me to be seen

publicly at such entertainment at a time when heavy fighting

may be in progress in or around the Falklands. In addition,

I have to be back in London on Sunday night to prepare for

a meeting with my Ministers early on Monday morning.

Do please forgive me for disturbing your arrangements.

Our discussions at Versailles will be of the greatest

importance and I shall play the fullest possible part in

them.



Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SW1A 2AH

2 June 1982

Departure from Versailles

We spoke, and you confirmed that the Prime Minister would
stay for President Mitterrand's Grand Dinner on 6 June but
would return to London that night, missing the Opera and
Fireworks.

The view of the Embassy in Paris is that the risk that
President Mitterrand will take the Prime Minister's early
departure amiss would be greatly reduced if they are authorised
to deliver a very short personal message from the Prime Minister
to President Mitterrand, and I attach a draft. We agreed that
the Embassy might also be given discretion, if they felt that it
would be useful, to add that apart from the reasons mentioned in

k the message, an additional consideration in the Prime Minister's
mind is the distress that might be caused in this country if she
were to be seen publicly at entertainment such as the Opera or
the Fireworks dispi77 at a time'WEen heavy fighting may well be
in progress in or around the Falklands.

The Embassy also advised that it would help them greatly in
presenting the Prime Minister's decision if they were able to say
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer and - given the very
prominent place accorded to Special Representatives at the

IVersailles Summit - Sir Robert Armstrong would stay on after
the Prime Minister's departure and attend both the Opera and
the Fireworks. The Foreign Secretary very much hopes that
tfils can be arranged. If you agreed, we would envisage the
Ambassador taking action with the Elysee in the course of this
afternoon.

The Embassy have also made the point that it would greatly
reduce the risk of misunderstanding if the Prime Minister's

fintention to leave early were made known informally to the Britishf
, press well in advance.

I am sending copies of this letter to John Kerr and to
David Wright who I hope will also be able to confirm their

/agreement



agreement to what is Proposed.

1.64nA I

(F ichards)
Pri ate Secretary

A J Coles Esq
Private Secretary
10 Downing Street
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In Confidence

I very much regret that I and Francis Pym will

have to leave Versailles on Sunday night immediately

after your Grand Dinner, so that I shall miss tha

performance-in the Opera and the Fireworks. There are

so many uncertainties about developments in the

Falkland Islands that I must be back in London on

Sunday night, so as to prepare for a meeting with my

Ministers early on Monday morning2I hope you will

forgive me; I very much look forward to the rest of

the programme you have arranged for the Summit.

CAVEAT.

Enclosures—flag(s) 



