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10 July 1681

Dear Prime Minister

I am writing to you to express the Irish Government's

deep concern about the 1myact of recent developments
the hunger strike at The Maze prison upon the

in our country.

in the hunger strike we have had
tical problem of rising levels of
g The general electio
of last month » this growth very clearly when
vere elected to Ddil Eireann
which directly threatens the
State through the intrusion of interests v
never have been lent such formal authority

effects of the confrontation in The Maze,

aaditional major problem.

8 July of the Irish

and S0 are una
of public confi
of the situation.
serious and progressive
deteri
the Irish Goverrnm
political status should not be 5iven to
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few days, however,
the points of vi
for Justice
converge with that of the Provisiona
criticism of your authorities' handling of these even
This is naturally ]

to find ourselves.

The state of public opinion now emerglng can only have

bad effect on our internal security situvation, though we
intain an undiminished effort in thi
forces in Northern Ireland have up

fective cooperation of our

acknowledged from time to

okesmen. As both Governments know, the
security measures depends on the pr

yeal public opinione.

development we had to fa
1 proved sadly eff

those who are

be immense,
worlde.

last position in which we would wish
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