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UNOIIICIAL TFAI\SIATTON

Yeur Excellency,

We have the honccr to you 1L The P-opio's

Revolutionary Republic of c;ui' alol g soth other coulrrs

in our sub-r,_-gion, hes decidod io he., fight

onchoceriasis (river blincTh os) in t.he lo.sin of the rivers

Niger, Senegal and Gambia, as an extension of the coaopaign

against this disense already underway in The Volta basin.

fT

This progrme is of particular importance for the

sub-region, in view of the harmful effect of onchoceriasis on

the heal.t.h of our population, v:ho are often forced to abandon

fertile land with agricultural potential in order to avoid

"river blindness". Faced with the seriousness of this socio-

economic disaster, The countries concerned have decided to give

the highest priority to this campaign.

To this end, a meeting of donor countries is to be held

very shortly. This is why we are seeking the co-operation of

your country in helping to assure the success of this

humanitarian undertaking yhose final aim is the eradication of

onchoceriasis in the countries concerned.

Confident that Your Excellency will eaamine our request

with oustemary benovolence, we avail ousleves of this opportunity

to assure you of our highest consideration.

West African Depart:nent

August 1982


