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CONFIDENTIAL

1. THE PRIME MINISTER welcomed the Lord President of the
Council and on behalf of all his Cabinet colleagues extended warm
congratulations on his achievement as Governor of Rhodesia and good
wishes both to him and to his wife for the rernaining weeks o1 his
mission there.

THE LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL said that he had been most
grateful for the unfailing support of his colleagues and for the
magnificent performance of the British troops and police involved.
There had been three major Britieh objectives: to setile the Rhodesian
problem and disengage; to avoid damage to Sritish interests elsewhers;
and to prevent an extension of Soviet influence in the area. The first
twn hrd effectively been achieved. There was a good chance that the
thi»d objective could alsa be met, provided the Government were able to
show understanding and imagination in their appioach to the geopeolitical
and finahcial issues involved. Mr Mugape might be labelled a Marxist,
but hy was not behaving like one, He saw that his cointry needed the
private sector and needed the whites. He would be subjerted to
pressures for change from other African States and from lis own
supporters; but the pace of Africanisation had been so elow hitherto that
he world have much initial scope for extending it without serious damage
to other interests. He did not want to fall under Soviet influence. The
country desperately needed reconstruction {following the long civil war,
The problem was a limited and short-term one. Approximately

£550 million would be needed, over a peried of about three years, It
would be hard to persuade other countries to help unless Britain gave a
lead: but if Britain could contribute perhaps a sixth of the total there
would be « good prospect of holding later in the year a successful donors'
conference in Salisbury which would bring in the United States and .]'a.pun
ag well as the Buropean Community. The West should seize its
opportunity, both in Zimbabwe and in Mozambique, where

President Machel's outlook was similar to Mr Mugabe's., Private
capital would have an important role to play and the City of London
should certainly be invelved. The role of the Export Credits Guarantee
Department, wlich could be erucial in this context, needed further
examination as the Sseretary of State for Trade was now aware.

Mr Mugabe wished to adhere to the Lome Convention and was in touch
with the European Commission. He was also negotiating secretly with
the South Africans for the continuation of the existing arrangements for
trade and financial assistance.

Tlie Cabinet =

Took note.
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2. The Cabinet considered a memorandum by the Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster and the Acting L.eader of the House of Lords

{(Earl Ferrers) (C(BD) 22) about the legislative programme for the
current Session, and a memorandum by the Lord Chancellor (C(80) 21)
recommending the introduction of the Contempt of Court Bill.

THE CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER said that the
Government were making reasonable progress with what the Cabinet had
always recognised would be & hsavy programme of legislation. It had
been necessary to find time for two additional Bilis: the Health Services
(Invalid Direction) Bill and the forthcoming Social Security (No 2) Bill.
The most sericus problems in securing the passage of the whole
programme would arise in the House of Lords. The preparation of a
number of Bills, including the Films Bill and the Contempt of Court Bill,
for which time might have been found earlier, had been delayed. His
view, and that of the business managers in both Houses, was that the only
Bills taat could now be added to the programme were those finaneial
meagures which would not require lengthy debate in the Lorda. The
Coal Industry Bill and the Port of London (Financial Assistance) Bill fell
into this category, but neither the Energy Conservation Bill nor the
Films 3ill did so in their present form. He recognised the importance
of the Contemnpt of Court Bill; but it would gravely prejudice the
presentation of the Government's programme a8 a whele if this Bill, or
any other, were now introduced in the knowledge that its chances of
becoming law this Session were virtually non-existent.

THE ACTING LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS confirmed the
difficulties facing that Houge, If Parliament sat until B August, as at
present envisaged, a further four weeks at least would be needed after
the Summer Recess to complete the present programme. There was no
legway for unexpected delays. If further Bills requiring substantial
debate in the House of Lords were added to the programme, the
Government would risk losing one of the major Bills already introduced.

THE LORD CHANCELLOR said that the Contempt of Court Bill had been
promised in The Queen's Speech. It was ready for introduction and
would implement the main recommendations of the Philllmore Report of
1974. It would bring the law of contemnpt into line with the obligations of
the European Human Rights Convention as definad by the European Court;
and it contained provisions dealing with the increasingly urgent problem
of the secrecy of the deliberations of a jury. The introduction of the Bill
would be generally welcomed, and a Second Reading debate would help
identify the relatively small number of provisions which might prove
controversial, He recognised that the chances of the Bill becoming law
this Session were not high, and he would be prepared to see the Bill take
its chances with others, once it had had a Second Reading. Its intro-
duction would, however, enable advantage to be taken of any unforeseen
developments with other Bills affecting the programme. Failure to
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introduce the Bill would itself attract criticism of the alleged
mismanagement of the legislative programme, and there would be
criticism that a Conservative Government was not guving sufficient
priority to legislation relevant to the good government of the country.

In discussion the following points were .nade -

a., There was general recognition of the importance of the
provisions of the Conternpt of Court Bill. On the other hand, it
was likely to provoke substantial debate in both Hruses, and did
not have to meet operational or financial deadlines as did other
Bills in the programme. It might be preferable, therefore, to
indicate now that it would be irtroduced into the Lords at the
beginning of the next Session, when it could be given clear
pr]'_:jrit:,r.. The possibility of publishing a White Paper was not
attrartive: a Bill was &1;,':a|:|’3r drafted, and the pre‘l-"il:r'l.lh
Administration had published a Green Paper - and had been
criticised for failing to introduce legislation.

b. There was general agreement that Bills limited to essential
financial provisions could be added to the programme sii.ce they
would not require lengthy debate in the House of Lords. These
Bills ineluded the Coal Industry Bill, the Port of Londen
(Financizl Assistance) Bill, which should be ready for intio-
duction shortly, a Bill on the finances of the White Fish
Authority and those provisions of the propnsed Energy
Conservaticn Bill that altered the statutory supply obligations of
the British Gas Corporation, Consideration should be given to
combining some or all of these provisions in a single Bill
relating to the firances of nationalised industries. Other
provisions relating to energy conservation, originally intended
for this Session's Energy Conservation Bill, should be considered
for inclusion in next Session's programme.

c. The main purpose of the Films Bill was to reduce the
Government commitment to the financing of the film indastry; it
also included amendments necesrary to meet objections raised by
the European Commission to the present distribution of the Fady
levy., The Bill would attract interest in both liouses but to
confine it to strictly financial provisions would not necessarily
shorten debate., While a promise of legislation in the following
Sescion might suffice to meet the views of the FEvropean
Commission, whooe agreement had been obtained only after
difficult negotiations, the statutory authority for the Eady levy
would expire in September unless renewed.
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THE PLIME MINISTER, summing up this part of the discussion, said
that the main aim must be to secure the major Bills already introduced
and the Social Security {No 2) Bill. The Cabinet, While recognising the
importance of the Contempt of Court Bill, dic not feel that it was now
possible to include the measure in the programme for the present
Segsion, The Lord Chancellor could ndicate in the {ouse of Lords that
the Bill was ready and would be introduced next Session. The Cabinet
agreed that only Bills containing essential finaneial provisions should now
be added to the programme, Legislation Committee would need to lock
again at the Films Bill, taking account of the points made during their
discussion,

The Cahinet -

S Agreed that the Cuntempt of Court Rill should
not be introduced in the current Session,

2. Agreed, in principle, to the addition to the
programme of one or more Bills containing
provisions relating to the financing of the coal
industry, the Port of London and the White Fish
Authority and altering the statutory supply

obligations of the British Gas Corporation; and
invited the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster to
consult the other Ministers cencerned about the shape
of the necessary legislation.

3. Invited Legislation Committee to reconsider the
proposed Films Bill, taking account of the points
made in discussion,

THE CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER said that in the
spcond part of their memorandum he afd the r‘LCting Leader of the Hguse
of Lords had suggested two posgible orders of priority for obtaining

Royal Assent to major Bills. While the business managers needed to
retain flexibility in managing day—tn—day business in both Houses, it
would be hnlpful if the Cabinet were to decide which Rills should receive
Royal Assent before the Summer Recess arnd which could be left to
complete their passage during the spillover period. He and the Acting
Leader of the House of Lords had consulted the Ministers responsible for
the Bills concerned and had formed the view that for a combination of
operational, financial and political reasons it would be necessary to give
priority to the two Social Security Bills, the Transport Bill, the
F‘.mplﬂ}rment Bill and the Brb&dcaﬁting Bill, The constraints of the time-
table were such that it would then be possible either to secure the Housing
Bill and the Tenants' Rights (Scotland) Bill before the Summer Recess,
leaving the Local Government, Planning and Land (No 2) Bill, the

Health Services Bill and the Civil Aviation Bill to be secured in the
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spillover or, alternatively, to bring forward the Local Government,
Planning and Land (No 2) Bill in the place of the Housing Bill and the
Tenants' Rights (Scotland) Bill, The nrovisions inthe Local Government,
Planning and Land (Mo 2) Bill relating to the block grant were opposed by
the local authority associations and were likely to be particularly
controversial in the House of Lords. The Government had recently
been defeated in the Lords on the provisions relating to school transport,
and the risk of a defeat on the provisions for a block grant could not be
ruled out. That risk might be greater if the Local Government,
Planning and Land (Mo 2) Bill were being debated in the Lords at about
the time of the Party Conference, On the other hand, he recognised the
strength of the financial and political arguments for securing the passage
of the dousing Bill, and the Tenants' Rights (Scotland) Bill with which it
should be assocliated, bufore the Summer Recess.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE ENVIREONMENT said that he had
no douot that the Housing Bill should take priority over the Local
Government, Flanning and Land (No 2) Bill. If the latter did not become
law until October, steps would have to be taken to secure earlier
statetory backing for the sdditional borrowing requirements of the New
Town Corporations. The block grant was central to the Government's
policy towards local authority finance, .nd Parliament should be left in

no doubt that if the provisions relating to the block grant did not become
law it would be impracticable to revert to the existing system for the
calculation of ‘he Rate Support Grant for 1981-82, Were the relevant
clauses to oe deleted from tne Bill in the House of Lords the Government
would have to insis: on their being reinstated.

In discussion attention was drawn (o the need to secure the early
enactment of the Health Services Bill, which would provide legislative
backing for the retention of pay beds and for the imposition of cash limits
on heaith authorities. It would also enable the General Practitioners'
Finance Corporation to resume making loans. On the other hand, while
the Broadcasting Bill would provide siatutory backing for the award by
the Independent Broadcasting Authority of new Independent Television
contracts that had to be signed by 1 January 1981, it might be possible for
initizal negotiations to be carried out befcre the Bill became law.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the
Cabinet agreed that it was essential for the Housing Bill and thr Tenants'
Rights (Scotland) Bill, which gave council tenants the right to purchase
their houses, to become law hefore the Summer Recess, They accepted
that the Local Governmeni, Flanning and Land (No 2) Bill and the Civil
Aviation Bill would not be able to become law until the autumn. Time
should, however, be found to enable the Health Services Bill to receive
Royal Assent before the Summer Recess, even if that meant deferring
the passage of the Broadcasting Bill until the autumn should that be
necesgary.
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The Cabinet -

4, Invited the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster
and the Acting Leader of the House of Lords to plan
the legislative programme for the rest of the Session
on the basis that the following Bills needed to be
gecured before the Summer Recess:

Social Security

Social Security (No 2)
Transport

Employment

Housing ]
Tenants' Rights [Scotland))
Health Services

3. THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
said that the House of Lords had voted by 216 votes to 112 to remove from
the Education (No 2) Bill the clauses giving local education authorities
powers to make charges for school tran: port. There would have been a
majority against the Government even if 45 Conservative Peers had not
joined cross-bench and Opposition Peers in the vote. The House of
Lords would almost certainly reach the same decision if asked %o
consider the issue again; and followiug the vote in the House of Lords
there would be stroager opposition than before in the Commons to any
attempt to reinstate the clauses, which could therefore tail or at least
put at serious risk the chances of the Bill getting Royal Assent before
Easter. He proposed, therefore, that the Government should not seek
to reverse the decision of the House of Lords; this should enable the
remaining provisions of the Bill to become law by Easter. Local
authorities would need to be told of the Government's decision and its
implications for their expenditure as soon as possible; and there had
been pressure for an early Government statement in the Commmons. He
proposed, if Cahinet agreed, to make a statement that afterncon. He
would ‘ndicate that, for 1980-81, local authorities would have to reduce
their net expenditure by £20 million in other ways since they would not
be ab.e to charge for achool transport. He expected, and would be
ready to say this in answering Supplementary Questions, that the
Prr-aumptic:n wasg that authorities would look for savings elsewhere in
their education budgets; it would, however, be open to them to seck
economies in other services if they so chose. There would need to be
further discussion about the position in later years, wnere, as the
Public Expenditure White Paper to be published on 26 March would show,
the Government had been planning on charges for school transport rising
to £50 million,
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THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up 2 brief discussion, said that the
Cabinet agresd that no attemnpt should be made to reinstate in the
Education (No 2) Bill clauses giving local education authoritiecs powers
to charge for school transport, The Secretery of State for Fducation
and Science should announce this decision in a staterment in the House of
Commons that afternoon, making clear that, for 1980-81, local
authorities would have to find equivalent savings elsewhere in their
budgets.

The Cabinet -

1. Invited the Secretary of State for Education and
Science, in consultation with the Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster, to arrange to make a statement
in the House of Commoi.s that afternoon on the lines
indicated in the Prime Minister's surmnming up of their
discussion.

Al Invited the Secretary of State for Education and
Science, in consultation with the Chief Secretary.
Tiemasury, to agree upon what should be said when the
Whate Paper on Public Expenditure was published on
26 March,

The Cabinet considered a minute by the Home Secretary to the
Prime Minister dated 11 March 1980, recording the outcome of the
discussion in Home and Social Affairs Committee on fuel costs and poor

cCoOnsumers.

THE HOME SECRETARY said that Home and Scocial Affairs Committee
had considered the separate proposals of the Chief Secretary, Treasury,
and of the Secretaries of State for Social Services and for Energy for
assistance to help the poor to meet their fuel bills. There was a large
gap between themn. The Chief Secretary's proposals would cost

£35 million, and those of the Secretatries of State for Social Services
and for Energy up to £100 million in a full year. There had been
agreement on the proposal to increase Family Income Supplement, which
went to the working poor, by a further £l a week, at a cost of some

£4 million in a full year. There was aleo agreement that there should
be & special uprating next winter of the extra heating additions (EHA) to
Supplementary Benefit, but the new rates fell to be considered in the
broader context of the overall package. Any scheme of assistance would
have wide political implications in the light of the proposed lavel of fuel
price increases; it would need to be charged to the Contingency
Reserve, on which thare would be other large claimas,
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY, TREASURY, said that the Contingency
Reserve was a small residual of the Government's public expenditure
programme. The Cabinet had already identified a aumber of claims,
and there would be others (for instance, aid for Zimbabwe, wuich the
Lord President of the Council had urged in earlier discussion that
morning. He recognised, howaver, the need to give extra help to the
peor to meet higher fuel bills, and would be prepared to accept
proposals for £50 million a year over and above the carry-forward of
the existing scheme. This would provide a reasonable sum in relation
to the yield of increased fuel costs attributable to domestic consumers,
He was :Qad"r to see more genesous rates of EHA: but he ettached
impertance to selective assistance, rather than automatic entitlement.
EHA should be awarded on the basis «f proven need rather than by
granting entitlement to whole new categories of people.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SOCIAL SERVICES said that the
proposals put forward by the Chief Secretary, Treasury, would not be

sufficient for the Governmeant to be able to argue CDnvincingly that they
were tzeking steps to protect the poor from fuel price increases. The
average household spent some b per cent of its income on fuel; poor
househalds spent 12 per cent or more. If the Government did not come
forward with an acceptable package of support, there was a danger that
they would not, in the event. secure the fuel price increases that they
had agreed. There was little between him and the Chief Secretary,
Treasury, on the enhanced rates of EHA. Presentationally it would be
preferable to round the new rates to the nearest 50p to avoid the
appearance ot an exact calculation. The main issue was whether those
among Supplementary Benefit recipients who were especially vulnerable -
the eldexrly, and farnilies with young children - should be entitled to
special help. These people would be disproportionately affected by the
fuel price increases, which would not be fully reflected in
Supplementary Benefit upratings. Special help was avzilable under the
current scheme to those over 75 and to families with children under
five, but the number of people helped was much less than under the
previous Administration's Electricity Discount Scheme. He proposed
that the age limit for entitlement to EHA should be reduced to 70; and
that Supplementary Benefit households with children under 11 should
automatically qualify. Any lesser package would put at risk the
Government's wider objectives.,

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that he supported the
proposals of the Secretary of State for Social Services. The total sum
was important, The previous Administration's scheme had cost

£45 million in its final year; at today's prices a8 comparable scheme
would cost £65 millien. That should be the minimum for any new
gcheme, if the Government were to provide effective social help for the
poor and avold charges of meanness, There would also be political
benefits in raising the rate of grants under the Homes Insulation Scheme
to 90 par cent for pensioners at an annual cost of £4 milllon. It was
abeurd to use taxpayers' money to buy heat only to see it wasted.

8
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In discussion it was argued that there wae a strong case politically for
making generous provision for the poor to meet their fuel bills, Major
price increases were on the way and the Governmert must aut appear to
be callous or indifferent. The profits of the gas industries vould be
very great and would be difficult to explain, It was essential to have a
credible scheme in relation to the expected benefit of £1, 800 million to
the Public Sector Borrowing Requirement over the next three years.
There was rising concern in the House of Commons about the poor, as
instanced by the feeling that child benefits should be increased. The
Government would have to secure the passage of a number of difficult
meagures in the next few months, and it would be helpful, therefore, to
have a generous fuel costs package. ©On the cther hand, the pressure on
the Ceatingency Reserve would be vety great. The Government had
failed to secure charges for school transport, rising to £50 million a
year; additional aid to Zimbabwe had been canvassed; and bids for

£100 million a year were being made for help to the poor with fuel costs.
Any ajsistance had to be seen in the context of the Government's wider
fiseal and expenditure polizies,

In detailed discussion the following p:):i.ntﬂ were made -

a. It would be preferable to adopt the rites for EHA proposed

by the Chief Secretary, Treasury. These would save
£9 million in a full year, without much loss to individual
recipients.

b. Ther= was strong support for giving special help to those
over 70. The tests for the award of EHA were stiff and there
were deserving people who could not meet them or who, from
pride or ignorance, would not apply for them.

= The Government had previously accepted that Supplementary
Benefit households with children under five should be entitled to
EHA. Thare would be criticism if this provision were removed
or diminished. The case for assisting households with children
between § @nd |l was less strony. It would be worth
considering again whether the scales for 0-4 and 5-10 could not
remain separate.

d. An improvement in the terms of the Komesnsulation Scheme
for pensioners wonld be attractive, provided the cost could be
found out of existing programmes. The schem= had in fact been
kept alive by the transfer of funds from the housing programme.
Further provision from this source could not be expected,
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2 A new initiative to improve home insulation and heating for
rensioners would be welcome if it provided jobs for the young
and longer-term unemployed. The Americans had achieved
remarkable improvements in fuel contumption through a similar
scheme. No proposals had been costed, however, and it would
be necessary to coneider whethar existing job creation measures
could be diverted to this new field,

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the
Cabinet had agreed that there should be a new scheme of assistance to
help poor consumers with fuel costs, and agreed that the total cost
should not exceed £75 million in a full year, including the continuing
cost of the existing special scheme. It was also ﬁgrg:r_w-:j that the greater

part of the cost should be accepted as a charge on the Countingency
Reserve. There was wide support for automatic assistance to
Supplementary Benefit households with people over 70, and a strong
feeling that special arrangemants should be made for Supplementary
Benefit households with children under the age of five. It would be
economical to go for the lower level of enhancement of the EHA proposed
by the Chief Secretary, Treasury. The Secretary of State for Social
Services should reconsider his package of proposals in the light of the
Cabinet's discussion, and agree fresh proposals with the Chief
Secritiry, Treasury, and other Ministers priacipally concerned. Any
improvement in the terms of the Homes Insulztion Scheme for
pensioners should be found within the total amounts agreed by the Cabinet
(either within the total of £75 million to be charged to the Contingency
Reserve or by savinge on other programmes). The prospects of a new
initiative to tackle inefficient home heating and the poor insulation of
pensioners homes, while at the same time providing worthwhile jobs for
the young and longer-term unemployed, should be examined by the
Mipietars concerned; any necessary financial provision would need to be
sought from Department of Employment programmes, including the job
creation scheme,; or from Department of the Environment programmes.

The Cabinet -

1. Invited the Secretary of State for Social Services,
in the light of the Cabinet's discussion, to agree with the
Chief Secretary, Treasury, and the other Ministers
principally concerned revised proposals for helping poor
consumers with fuel costs, within a total sum of

£75 million in a full year, including the continuing cost
of the existing special scheme.
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2. Invited the Secretary of State for Energy, in
consuitation with the Secretary of State for Employment
and the Secretary of State for the Environment, to
examine a ngw initiative for improving the insulation

and heating of pensioners' homes, and creating worth-
while jobs for the young and longer-term unemployed,.

5. The Cabinet considered a memorandum by the Minister of State,
Civil Service Department (C(80) 20), about options for dealing with a
projected shortfall in the number of Overseas Development
Admin'stration (ODA) posts available for dispersal to East Kilbride,
and a memorandum by the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs (C(8C) 19) about the implications of any decision
to disperse the ODA's Directorate of Overseas Surveys.

THE MINISTER OF STATE, CIVIL SERVICE DEPARTMENT, said that
the reduced dispersal programme agreed by the Cabinet last July had
included at least 2, 000 posts for Scotland, to be made up of 1, 400 from
the Ministry of Defence to Glasgow and 650 from the ODA to East
Kilbride. There was great political pressure in Scotland for this
commitment to be maintained, and it had been reiterated on a number of
occasions since last July., The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary
had minuted the Prime Minister on 22 February, saying that it was no
longer possible for the ODA to send more than between 400 and 450
posts owing to cate in numbers and organisational changes. This gave
the Goverument three options; to reduce the total number of posts for
dispersal to Scotland; to find posts in the ODA and/ox the rest of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) to take up the shortfall; or to
make good the shortiall with posts from other Depavtments. The first
of these options seemed politically unacceptable; it wae therefore
necessary to find a way of making good the shortfall, The experience
of finding posts for Bootle showed that no Government Department would
volunteer to disperse. He suspected that apy Department which was
asked to find 200-250 posts for dispersal would have just as much
trouble in doing so as the FCO/ODA, He accordingly recommended
that the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary should be asked to make
good the shortfall from the merged departments of the FCO/ODA,

THE LORD PRIVY SEAL said that the ODA units which were due to
disperse to East Kilbride were the only ones which the Hardman

exercise had identified as suitable for dispersal. The shortfall was

due to a reduction in the numbers employed in those units since the
original decision to disperse had been taken. It would not be appropriate
to disperse the Directorate of Overseas Surveys. The nature of their
work required more than average apace per head, so that if they went

to East Kilbride many fewer than 650 civil servants could be fitted into
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the building there. In addition, many of their highly-trained staff
would find work with other employers rather than move to East Kilbride.
He accepted that the cormmitment to move at least 2, 000 posts to
Scotland should be maintained. The best way to make up the shortfall
from the ODA would be to look righs across the London-based part of
the Civil Service, to identify on the bas's of the methcdology adopted for
the Hardman review whichever unit it would be least difficult to move to
East Kilbrides.

In discussion the Cabinet agreed that the commitment to disperse at
least 2, 000 Civil Service posts to Scotland should be maintained. As to
the choice of Department, it was argued that nothing had bappened since
last July to make other Departments more suitable for dispersal now
than they had been then.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the digcussion, said that the
Cabinct agreed that the Government's commitment to disperse at least
2,000 Civil Service posts to Scotland should be maintained. The
Cabinet noted that the FCO would not be able to fulfil their part of this
commitmeant from the ODA posts originally selected for dispersal; but
looked to the Lord Privy Seal to find posts for dispersal from e!sewhere
in the FCO/ODA, to make good this shortfall.

The Cabinet -
1. Agreed that the Government's commitment to
disperse at least 2, 000 Civil Service posts to Scotland

should be maintained,

e Invited the Lord Privy Seal to find sufficiant
poste for dispersal within the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office/Overseas Development
Administration to maintain the existing commitment
to disperse 650 posts to East Kilbride,

Cahinet Office

19 March 1980
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