
RECORD OF A DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE LEADER 

OF THE O F F I C I A L ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY, MR. JAMES MOLYNEAUX, MP, 

AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON WENDESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 197 9 AT 1600 


P r e s e n t : 


The Prime M i n i s t e r Mr. James Molyneaux, MP 

The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r 


No r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

Mr. I a n Gow, MP 

Mr. M i c h a e l A l e x a n d e r 


* * * * * * * * * * 

The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t , as Mr. Molyneaux would know, 

Dr. P a i s l e y had a s k e d to s e e h e r t o d i s c u s s t h e s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n 

i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . She had d e c i d e d t h a t she would l i k e t o s e e 

Mr. Molyneaux a l s o . She was d e t e r m i n e d t o get s e c u r i t y r a i s e d t o 

the h i g h e s t p o s s i b l e l e v e l . V a r i o u s a c t i o n s were i n hand. A 

s e c u r i t y c o - o r d i n a t o r had been a p p o i n t e d . The Government were 

s e e k i n g c l o s e r c o - o p e r a t i o n a c r o s s t h e b o r d e r . The S e c r e t a r y of 

S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d added t h a t p o l i c e r e c r u i t i n g had been 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n c r e a s e d . 


Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t he was c o n c e r n e d about t h e advance 

p u b l i c i t y t h a t had been g i v e n to t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s m e e t i n g s 

w i t h h i m s e l f and Dr. P a i s l e y . He had been b e s e i g e d by t h e p r e s s 

w i t h r e q u e s t s f o r i n t e r v i e w s . He would be as k e d whether he had 

r a i s e d t h e p o i n t s on t h e "shopping l i s t " of 16 Oct o b e r produced 

by a number of D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s . T h i s was of c o u r s e Dr. P a i s l e y ' s 

l i s t , not h i s . H i s own l i s t , c o mpiled i n mid-August, was much more 

moderate and two i t e m s on i t  , c a d l i n g f o r improved c o - o r d i n a t i o n 

and t h e e x p a n s i o n of the RUC, had a l r e a d y been d e a l t w i t h . 

(Mr. Molyneaux handed o v e r t h e two l i s t s t o t h e Prime M i n i s t e r and 

c o p i e s a r e a t t a c h e d . ) 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d r e v e r t e d t o t h e 

p o i n t about p o l i c e r e c r u i t m e n t (no. 6 on Mr. Molyneaux's l i s t ) 

and s a i d t h a t a t t h e end of t h i s y e a r , t h e RUC would have 180 

a d d i t i o n a l men. He e x p e c t e d t o be a b l e t o r e c r u i t , as promised, 

an a d d i t i o n a l 1,000 w i t h i n 12 months. I n r e s p o n s e to a q u e s t i o n 
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from the Prime M i n i s t e r M i n i s t e r , t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e s a i d 

t h a t t h e RUC was a b l e t o p i c k and choose among c a n d i d a t e s . The 

80 men r e c r u i t e d l a s t month had been s e l e c t e d from 370 a p p l i c a n t s . 

Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t he f e a r e d t h a t p r e s s i n t e r e s t would 

c o n c e n t r a t e on the D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s h o p p i n g l i s t r a t h e r than on 

h i s own. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t the Government were d o i n g a 

g r e a t d e a l . Not e v e r y t h i n g c o u l d be made p u b l i c . But some of t h e 

p o i n t s on Mr. Molyneaux's l i s t , n o t a b l y t h a t d e a l i n g w i t h 

d e t e n t i o n , had enormous i m p l i c a t i o n s . 


T u r n i n g to the p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d 

she was d e t e r m i n e d to get more power i n t o the hands of t h e p e o p l e 

of N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . I t was the o n l y p a r t o f the c o u n t r y whose 

p o p u l a t i o n d i d not have l o c a l a u t h o r i t y powers. She was d e t e r m i n e d 

t h a t t h e s t a t u s quo s h o u l d not be m a i n t a i n e d i n d e f i n a t e l y . She 

was f a m i l i a r w i t h the scheme d e v e l o p e d by Mr. A i r e y Neave. I t 

was one o f the o p t i o n s i n c l u d e d i n t h e White P a p e r . She v e r y much 

hoped t h a t Mr. Molyneaux would be p r e p a r e d t o have someone come 

to the f o r t h c o m i n g c o n f e r e n c e t o argue the c a s e i n f a v o u r of t h e 

scheme. The b i g g e s t P a r t y i n U l s t e r s h o u l d be p r e s e n t t o d e f e n d 

the scheme i t b e l i e v e d i n . I t would not show U l s t e r i n a good 

l i g h t i f t h a t P a r t y s t a y e d away. The scheme f a v o u r e d by the 

O f f i c i a l U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s was not of c o u r s e t h e o n l y one on the 

agenda. The Government would be c r i t i c i s e d i f t he v i e w s of o t h e r s 

were not d i s c u s s e d . As i t was,the Government was c r i t i c i s e d f o r 

h o l d i n g down U l s t e r . She wanted t o show t h a t t h e Government were 

c o n s u l t i n g e v e r y o n e c o n c e r n e d . F o l l o w i n g t h e s e c o n s u l t a t i o n s she 

hoped to move down t h e p a t h which found most s u p p o r t . I t would 

be v e r y d i f f i c u l t i f t h e r e was no-one t h e r e to defend t h e c a s e 

of the O f f i c i a l U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s . 


Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t i n the summer he had made t h e m i s t a k e 

of a t t e m p t i n g to r e l i e v e the p r e s s u r e on the Government t o t a k e 

an i n i t i a t i v e by s a y i n g t h a t he would s u p p o r t them i n implementing 

t h e i r m a n i f e s t o commitment. At t h e c o n f e r e n c e e v e r y o n e would 

argue f o r t h e i r own o p t i o n . I f the Government were t o d e c i d e i n 

f a v o u r of the scheme f a v o u r e d by h i s P a r t y , they would be c r i t i c i s e d 

f o r g i v i n g i n t o the U n i o n i s t s . T h i s had l e d him t o c o n c l u d e t h a t 
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i t would be e a s i e r f o r t h e Government i f t h e U n i o n i s t s were not 

p r e s e n t . He would be happy t o make i t c l e a r i n p u b l i c t h a t he 

was n e i t h e r o b s t r u c t i n g nor b o y c o t t i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e . The 

Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she r e c o g n i s e d t h a t t h e r e was no s o l u t i o n 

t o which e v e r y o n e would a g r e e . I n t h e end t h e Government would 

have t o make up i t s own mind about t h e b e s t way f o r w a r d . N o n e t h e l e s s , 

she would much r e g r e t t h e absence of Mr. Molyneaux's P a r t y . 


Mr. Molyneaux a s k e d why Mr. Neave's p l a n f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

of a s m a l l , i m p a r t i a l committee t o s t u d y t h e problem f o r t h r e e 

or f o u r months and then t o produce a r e p o r t had been abandoned. 

The a t t r a c t i o n of t h i s approach would have been that i t would have 

p r e v e n t e d t h e s t a k i n g out of p o s i t i o n s and p r o v i d e d t h e Government 

w i t h an i m p a r t i a l recommendation w h i c h i t c o u l d have s a i d t h a t i t 

saw no r e a s o n t o r e j e c t . The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e problem 

was not one f o r e x p e r t s . I t was a p o l i t i c a l problem. P e o p l e 

would have s t a k e d out t h e i r p o s i t i o n s i n r e l a t i o n t o any scheme 

sooner or l a t e r . The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

s a i d t h a t t h e r e might s t i l l be a p l a c e f o r e x p e r t s i n a d v i s i n g 

whether any g i v e n scheme was or was not f e a s i b l e . He added t h a t 

Mr. Molyneaux's P a r t y were t h e o n l y s u p p o r t e r s of t h e r e g i o n a l 

c o u n c i l approach. The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t she r e c o l l e c t e d 

h a v i n g d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h Mr. Molyneaux i n t h e p a s t whether t h e r e 

s h o u l d be one or more c o u n c i l and what i t s t i t l e s h o u l d be. 

D i s c u s s i o n s a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e would d e m o n s t r a t e t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 

and a d v a n t a g e s of t he v a r i o u s a p p r o a c h e s . She wanted them a l  l 

s e t out c l e a r l y so t h a t t h e problems t h e Government f a c e d c o u l d 

be seen c l e a r l y . She was d e t e r m i n e d t h a t no-one s h o u l d have a 

ve t o once t h e Government had d e c i d e d how i  t i n t e n d e d t o p r o c e e d . 

Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t he agr e e d t h a t no-one s h o u l d have a v e t o . 

He was not c l a i m i n g one f o r h i s own P a r t y . He would a c c e p t any 

outcome which was a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e p o p u l a t i o n a t l a r g e . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t Mr. Molyneaux had a l w a y s been 

v e r y h e l p f u l . He was the f i r s t U l s t e r p o l i t i c i a n she had s e e n i n 

th e p r e s e n t s e r i e s of t a l k s . She d i d not want h i s v o i c e t o be 

m i s s i n g a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e and would be happy t o s a y t h i s t o 

Mr. P o w e l l . Mr. Neave had s p e n t a l o t of time on t h e scheme and 

she wanted t h e arguments i n i t s f a v o u r t o be put f o r w a r d w i t h 
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v i g o u r . Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t t h e problem went w i d e r t h a n 

Mr. P o w e l l . With one p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n , t h e o f f i c e r s of h i s 

P a r t y were a g r e e d t h a t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t he c o n f e r e n c e would be 

a w a s t e of time. Moreover, i  t would make i  t i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e 

Government t o f i n d a compromise. He had t a k e n a f i r m p o s i t i o n on 

t h i s i n t h e summer and would f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t to do a s o m e r s a u l t 

now. I n any c a s e , he h i m s e l f d i d not s e e m e r i t i n t h e i d e a of 

a c o n f e r e n c e . 


The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s a i d t h a t i t 

l o o k e d a s though Dr. P a i s l e y , Mr. F i t t and Mr. N a p i e r would a l l be 

t h e r e . Many d e t a i l e d i s s u e s would have to be d i s c u s s e d . 

Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t they would a l l put f o r w a r d d i f f e r e n t i d e a s 

and t h a t i n any c a s e t h e q u e s t i o n of t he s t r u c t u r e to be adopted 

was more i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e d e t a i l . The Prime M i n i s t e r a s k e d 

about Dr. P a i s l e y ' s p o s i t i o n . The S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d s a i d t h a t he wanted to go f u r t h e r t h a n Mr. Molyneaux. 

He wanted any body e s t a b l i s h e d i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t o have 

l e g i s l a t i v e a s w e l l as e x e c u t i v e powers. Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t 

would be h i s p r e f e r e n c e a l s o i f t h i s were p o s s i b l e . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r commented t h a t i t was p r e c i s e l y i n d e a l i n g 

w i t h t h i s k i n d of i s s u e t h a t Mr. Molyneaux's p r e s e n c e would be so 

u s e f u l . She w i s h e d t o be c l e a r t h a t t h e Government were c o n s u l t i n g 

a l l t h e P a r t i e s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . She wanted t o remove t h e 

w i d e s p r e a d i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e Government were imposing p o l i c i e s . 

She was d e t e r m i n e d to make p r o g r e s s . The w o r l d e x p e c t e d t h i s . 

Moreover, t h e r e had been d i r e c t r u l e i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d f o r many 

y e a r s . The p o l i t i c a l vacuum c o u l d not be a l l o w e d t o c o n t i n u e . 

The Government had promised to t a k e a c t i o n on t h e s e c u r i t y f r o n t 

b e f o r e t a k i n g a p o l i t i c a l i n i t i a t i v e . I t had done so. I f 

Mr. Molyneaux's P a r t y d e c i d e d not to a t t e n d i t would r e f l e c t b a d l y 

on them and t h e y would be c r i t i c i s e d i n t h e media. 


Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t he d i d not t h i n k t h e Government's 

good i n t e n t i o n s would be weakened i f the O f f i c i a l U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s 

s t o o d a s i d e . They d i d not want t o go t o a c o n f e r e n c e w h i c h would 

get i n v o l v e d i n a l o t of d e t a i l . T h i s was why t h e y had r e f u s e d 

t o t o u c h Mr. Mason's l a s t p l a n . The Government might s a y t h e y 
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d i d not i n t e n d t o n e g o t i a t e a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e but t h e o t h e r 

p a r t i c i p a n t s would make them n e g o t i a t e t h e r e . The S e c r e t a r y of 

S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s a i d t h a t t h e Government would be 

s e a r c h i n g f o r t h e h i g h e s t common f a c t o r a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e . 

Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t he d i d not s e e why h i s P a r t y c o u l d not 

e x p r e s s i t s v i e w s on the outcome of the c o n f e r e n c e a f t e r i t had 

t a k e n p l a c e . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t t h e Government i n t e n d e d t o go 

ahead w i t h t h e c o n f e r e n c e . I f Mr. Molyneaux d e c i d e d not to a t t e n d , 

she hoped t h a t h i s P a r t y would a t l e a s t put i n a d e t a i l e d document 

and send someone t o r e a d i t  . Mr. Molyneaux s a i d t h a t i f t h i s were 

done, i  t would not be n e c e s s a r y t o do i  t a t the b e g i n n i n g of t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e . The Prime M i n i s t e r r e p e a t e d t h a t t h e absence of t h e 

O f f i c i a l U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s would r e f l e c t b a d l y on them and t h a t 

i t would be v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r t he Government to go ahead w i t h t h e 

scheme f a v o u r e d by Mr. Molyneaux i f h i s P a r t y were not t h e r e t o 

defend i t . Mr. Molyneaux said that he had not been aware of the 

" o p t i o n s e x e r c i s e " b e f o r e h i s P a r t y C o n f e r e n c e . He had s a i d t h e n , 

s i x d a y s b e f o r e t h e c o n f e r e n c e had been announced, t h a t he would 

not encourage anyone t o s e t up a u s e l e s s t a l k i n g shop. I t was 

d i f f i c u l t f o r him to t u r n round now. 


T h e r e was then some d i s c u s s i o n of t h e two p a p e r s handed 

ov e r by Mr. Molyneaux. The Prime M i n i s t e r l e f t f o r a n o t h e r 

m eeting i n the m i d d l e of t h i s d i s c u s s i o n . As he s a i d goodbye, 

Mr. Molyneaux made i t c l e a r t h a t i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e v a r i o u s 

o t h e r o b j e c t i o n s he had v o i c e d t o a t t e n d a n c e of t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 

he h i m s e l f thought the c o n f e r e n c e was a bad i d e a . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r l e f t t h e d i s c u s s i o n a t 1645. 


14 November 1979 
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