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MIDOLE EAST

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF EURCPEAN CCUNCIL DECLARATICN ON THE o
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FX[NU Rel D A 2OMPRERENS] VE EXCEHAMGE OF 1S ON ALL AKPECTS OF

! THE HERALS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT AND THE MINISTERS CF FORE 5h S
4e 7S S
PRESENT. S| TUATION INSTHE WMICDLE EAGT,  INCLUDIRG THE ETATE. OF - -
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e 'TlﬂTlu‘b aa?t'*iwa FROM THE AGEEEMZNTS S1CNED BETHEEN EGYoT. - 2L
5 NC 1SRAEL I MARCH 1372, THEY AGREELD THAT GROWING TEMNSIORS f S
£ AFFECTING ,Hla RECION CONSTITUTE A SERIOUS ﬁ#xurh AND RENDER A :
; c MPRIHENS | VE SOLUTION TO THE I1SRASL|=AHAR CCONFLICT. MORE n:c:shﬂpw B i
. AND PRESSING THAN EVER, _ ; R ey
o, THZ MINS MEMEER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY CONSIDER THAT . i
TH ACITIONAL TIES AND COMMON INTERESTS WHICH LINK EURCPE TC THE : :
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ULIGE THEM TO PLAY A SPECLAL RGLE AND NOv ReEviJIR
A MORE CONCRETE WAY TOWARDS PEACE, ‘
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5. N THE REGARD, THE NINE COUNTRIZS COF THE CUMMUMITY BASE THEMSELVES. :
Gil SECURTITY COUMCIL 'RESGLUTLONS zhz (AND 528 awﬁ THE PCoTICHS wRlcH %
THEY HAVE E4APRESSEL SON SEVCRA‘ DCCAS [ONG, NETABLY [N THEIR BECLARAT-

LONS OF 2o JUNE 1977, 19 SEFTEMBER 1978, 25 MARCH AND 8 JUMNZ 1973,
ASEHELLSAS ENETHE SGE T E e Mﬁu+ ON THELIR BEHALF O 25 SERTEMBER 1279 ;
8Y THE IRISH MINISTER OF FOREIGH AFFAIRS AT THE 3u.TH UNITED NATIGNS ‘
GENZRAL ASSZMOLY. :
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L. OGN THE BASES THUS SET OUT, THE TIIE HAS COME TC PROMOTE THE
RECCGNITION ANG | MPLEMENTATION OF THE TwO ol PLEs NN RIAL LY
ACCEPTED BY THZ INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY: THE RIGHT TO EXISTENCE ANC -

TC SECURITY OF ALL THE 3TATES IN THE 33213 { NCLUDI NG [SMA:', AND

'”ST[CZ FLR ALL THE PECPLES, wHICH IMPLIES THE RECSGMITION OF THE
GlTiMHTE RIGH uF THZ‘; PHLE.ST[\“AN P:_G ;_- :
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5. ALL CF THE ‘COUNTRIES "IN THE AREA ARE ENTATLED TC LINVE IN PEACS 7 o0& =)
v I THIN SECURE, RECOGNIZED AND GCUARANTEED BORDERS. THE NSCESSAZY At
GUARANTEES FOR A PEACE SETTLEMEMT SHGULD SE ©320VIDED 8Y THE UN 3Y A A Pl
PECISION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND, IF NECESSARY, ON THE BAS <

OTHER MUTUALLY AGREEC FRCCECURES, THE MIME CECLARE THAT THEY AR
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GUARANTEES, INCLUDING ON THE GROUND,
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we A JUST SCOLUTION MUST FINALLY SE FOUMD TC THE PALEST AN PROBLEZM,
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YHICH 1S NOT SIMPLY ONE OF REFUGEES, THE PALESTINIAN PEC
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WHICH IS CONSCICUS GF EXISTI Nb AS SUCH, MUST BE PLACED IN A POSITION,
Y AN APPROFRIATE PROCEZSS LEFINED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
COMPREHENS| VE PEACE SETTLEM \T TO ’
SXERCISE FULLY ITS RIGHT TO SELF-DCETERMINATION,
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7. THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THESE OBJECTIVES REQUIRIS THE INVCLVEMENT =~ - i -
AND SUPPORT OF ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNID IN THE PEACE SETTLEMENT R
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WHICH THE NIME ARE ENDEAVOURING TD PROMOTE IN KEERING %lTH THE
PRINCIPLES FORMULATED IN THE DECLARATICN REFZRRED TO ABCVWZ, THESE
PRINCIFLES ARE BINDING OM ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNMZD, AND THUS THE
PALESTINIAN PeCPLE, AND OM THE PLO, WHICH wikbL HAVE TO BE ASSCCIATED

WITH THI NEGCTIATIONS, /
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3. THE NINE RECOGNIZE THE SPECIAL [MPORTANCZ OF THE ROLE PLAYED
BY T2 QUESTION OF JERUSALEM FGR ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNECD, THE
- NINE STRESS THAT THEY wiLL WNCT ACCEPT ANY UNILATERAL INITIATIVE
DESIGNED TG CHANGE THE STATUS OF JERUSALEM AND THAT ANY

GREEMENT ON THE CITY'S STATUS SHCULD GUARANTEE FREEDOM OF'ACCESélIJ s

FOR EVERYONE TO THE HCLY PLACES,

9. The NINE STRESS THe NegD FOR ISRAEL TO PUT AN END TO THE - ‘
TERRITORIAL OCCUPATION WHICH 1T HAS MAINTAINED SINCE THE CONFLICT

OF 1557, AS {7 HAS PONZ FOR PART ©F SINAl., THEY ARE CEEPLY CONVINCED
THAT TriE ISRAELL SETTLEMENTS CONSTITUTE A SERICUS GBSTACLE TO THE |
PEACE PROACESES N TRE MICDLE EAST, THE NINE COWNS{DER THAT THESE |~
SETTLEMENTS, AS WELL AS VMODIFICATIONS IN PCPULATICN AND EROPERTY

IN THE OCCUPIEC ARA3 TERRITORIES, ARE ILLEGAL UNDER INTERNATIONAL =

LAY,

1G. CONCESNED AS THEY ARE TO PUT AN ENC TO VIOLENCE, THE NINE =~
COMNSIDER THAT OMLY THE RENUNCIATICN CF FORCE OR THE THREATENED USE:
CF FORCE BY ALL THE PARTIES CAN CREATE A CLIMATE OF CONFIDENCE IN

iHZ AREA, AMD CCNSTITUTE A BASIC ELEMENT FOR A COMPRZHENSIVE SETTLEM= - -

. ENT GF THE CONFLICT 1N THE MIDDLE EAST.

11. THE NINE HAVE CECIDED TO MAKE THE NECESSARY CONTACTS WITH ALL
THZ PARTIES CONCERNED, THE OBJECTIVE OF THESE CONTACTS WOULD 28 TO
ASCEZRTAIN THE POSITION OF THE VARIOUS PARTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE
PRIMCIPLES SET CUT IN THIS DECLARATION AND IN THE LIGHT OF THE b
FESULTS OF THIS CCMSULTATICN PROCESS TO DETERMIME THE FORM wHICH AN
INJTIATIVE OM THEIR PART COULD TAKE. | -
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THE NI Ne AFFIRM ONCE ACAIN THEILIR =L AMD CONPLE
Wl TH THE FRIENDLY COUNTRY OF THE LEBANGCN 4“‘5 5
PEMA LTINS DANGERCUSLY THREATENED BY CONFROWTATIONS
AND PENSW THEIR URGENT APPEZAL TC ALL THE COUNWTRIES GR PARTIES
CCONCERNED TG PUT AN END TG aALL ACTS LIABLE 70 DAMAGE Tht e
| NDEPENDANZE . SCVEREIGNTY AND TERR ITU’" 7 N T?*'t’.;HIT Cr LEBANON
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EUROPEAN COUNCIL DECLARATION ON THE MIDDLE EAST

1. The Heads of State and Government and the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs held a compmehensive exchange of views on all aspects of
the present situation in the Middle East, including the state

of negotiations resulting from the agreements signed between

Egypt and Israel in March 1979. They agreed that growing tensions
affecting this region constitute a serious danger and render a
comprehensive solution to the Israeli-Arab conflict more necessary
and pressing than ever.

2. The Nine Member States of the European Community consider that
the traditional ties and common interests which link Europe to

the Middle FEast oblige them to play a special role . .and now

require them to work in a more concrete way towards peace.

5« In this regard, the Nine countries of the Community base
themselves on Security Council Resolutions 242 and %%8 and the
positions which they have expressed on several occasions, notably in
their declarations of 29 June 1977, 19 September 1978, 26 March
and 18 June 1979, as well as in the speech made on their bahalf

on 25 September 1979 by the Irish Minister of Foreign Affairs at
the %4th United Nations General Assembly.

4. On the bases thus set out, the time has come to promote the
recognition and implementation of the two principles universally
accepted by the international community: the right to existence
and to security of all the states in the region, including Israel,
and Jjustice for all t.e peoples, which implies the recognition of
the legitinate rights of the Palestinian people.

. All of the countries in the area are entitled to live in peace
within secure, recognised and guaranteed borders. The necessary
guarantees [oi a peace settlement should be provided by the UN by
a decision of the Security Council and, if necessary, on the basis
of other mutually agreed procedures. The Nine declare that they are
prepared to participate within the framework of a comprehensive
settlement in a system of concrete and binding international
guarantees, including on the ground.

6. A just solution must finally be found to the Palestinian
problem, which is not simply one of refugees. The Palestinian
people. which is conscious of existing as such, must be placed in
a position, by an appropriate process defined within the framework

/of the




of the comprehensive peace settlement, to exercise fully its right

to self-determination.
7. The achievement of these objectives requires the involvement

and support of all the parties concerned in the peace settlement
which the Nine are endeavouring to promote in keeping with the
principles formulated in the declaration referred to above. These
principles must be respected by all the parties concerned, and thus by
the Palestinian people, and by the PLO, which will have to Dbe
associated with negotiations.

8. The Nine recognise the special importance of the role played
by the question of Jerusalem, for all the parties concerned. The
Nine stress that they will not accept any unilateral initiative
designed to change the status of Jerusalem and that any agreement
on the city's status should guarantee freedom of access for
everyone to the Holy Places.

9. The Nine stress the need for Israel to put an end to the
territorial occupation which i1t has maintained since the conflict
of 1967, as it has done for part of Sinai. They are deeply
convinced that the Israell settlements constitute a serious obstacle
to the peace process in the Middle East. The Nine consider that
these settlements, as well as modifications in population and
property in the occupied Arab territories, are illegal under
international law.

10. Concerned as theyare to put an end tb violence, the Nine
consider that the renunciation of force or the threatened use of
force by all the parties can create a clim®of confidence in the
area, and constitute a basic element for a comprehensive settle-
ment of the conflict in the Middle East.

11. The Nine have decided to make the necessary contacts with
all the parties concerned. The objective of these contacts would
be to ascertain the position of the various parties with respect
to the principles set out in this declaration and in the light of
the results of this consultation process to determine the form
which an initiative on their part could take.

VENICE, 13 JUNE 1980
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