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5 September 1979 


V i s i t t o London by the Greek Prime M i n i s t e r 


The Greek Ambassador has t o l d t h e Department t h a t he had 

been i n s t r u c t e d t o mention very c o n f i d e n t i a l l y t o us t h a t 

Mr Karamanlis was i n t e n d i n g t o pay a p r i v a t e v i s i t t o London 

i n October. He would be a r r i v i n g l a t e on the a f t e r n o o n o f 

Monday 22 October and, at p r e s e n t , planned t o spend the whole 

of t h e next"~day , Tuesday 23 October, here. Mr Roussos s a i d 

t h a t Mr Karamanlis would very much l i k e t o see Mrs Thatcher f o r 

a t a l k at any t i m e d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d and, indeed, c o u l d extend 

h i s v i s i t i n t o Wednesday 24 October t o s u i t Mrs Thatcher's 

convenience. Roussos s a i d t h a t he had been i n s t r u c t e d t o ask 

f o r an e a r l y answer. 


The F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y recommends t h a t 
the Prime M i n i s t e r s h o u l d i  f at a l  l p o s s i b l e r e c e i v e 
Mr Karamanlis and hopes t h a t she might be prepared t o g i v e him 
lun c h . Mr Karamanlis has been the a r c h i t e c t of Greece's r e t u r n 
t o democracy and her c o n t i n u e d Western a l i g n m e n t , and of her 
accession t o t h e European Community, the s i g n a t u r e of t h e t r e a t y 
f o r which took p l a c e i n May t h i s year. He i s a l s o a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
person i n h i s own r i g h t , and t h e t i m i n g of h i s p r i v a t e v i s i t t o 
London comes between v i s i t s t o t h e S o v i e t Union and Eastern Europe 
(1-10 October) and t o China and Poland l a t e r i n the year, so t h a t 
he may have some i n t e r e s t i n g comments on i n t e r n a t i o n a l q u e s t i o n s . 
Eastern Mediterranean i s s u e s , i n c l u d i n g Cyprus, would be an 
i n e v i t a b l e t o p i c ; as would the problem o f Greece's r e i n t e g r a t i o n 
i n t o t h e m i l i t a r y s t r u c t u r e o f NATO. But i  t i s t h e impact which 
a meeting would have on our b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p which leads 
Lord C a r r i n g t o n t o endorse Mr Karamanlis's request f o r a c a l l . 
He h i m s e l f had a u s e f u l t a l k w i t h Mr Karamanlis when he was i n 
Athens f o r the Accession T r e a t y s i g n a t u r e ceremony. 

I am sending a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o M a r t i n V i l e i n t h e 

Cabinet O f f i c e . 


M O'DB Alexander Esq (P Lever) 

10 Downing S t r e e t P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 
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