1oe {76) 107 Mty , SECLET
COPY WO..L.

' LEADEES' CONSULFATIVE .COMMITTEE

. Minires’ of the 107tk Meeting held at 5.00 p.u.
on Menday, 12th April 1976 in the ‘.Deader"s
Room ff the House of Cotmons.

Presenty - M:ra, Thatcher (in the Chalr)

T Mr. Jhitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph
Lord Carrington, Lord Hailsham
. “Mr. Maudling, Sir Gecffrey towe
Mr. Trior, Mr. Pym, Mr. Gllmour
Jenkin, Mr. Peyton -
Raizon, Mr. Hawde - |
;- Buchanau~8mith, bk, Edwerds
Neave, 'Frs. Oppenhcim
 Biffen; Lord, Thorneycroft

Aticlag

iBut].er Mr. otanlay
Patten, Mr. Ridley
Mcholéon

St. :]’ohn»Stevas Mr.- Heseltine

1. Pro ched Eusiness for the Jee‘( 26|:h = BDth April

On Monday, 26th April there would be the Second Reading of
the Iron and Steel (Améndmént) Bill followe by Procesdings on
. the’ Stntune Law (B'epeals) BITL (Mrd Awdry) and a Frayer on the
Prevention of 'I'e.x:rcrfﬁm gSwgpIement:ﬂl Tewporary Provisions }
‘Ofder {Mr.' Alison)y .

on I\Jeaduy, ZTth Apr ril I"hr. Anthony Steen would seek leave
to Introduce his Naticm-l Health Serwvice (School Health Setvice)
Bill under the 10°'Mirute Rale. -This would be followed by the
Secord. Reading of th.e Heglth Services 2411 (Mr. Jenkin, Dr.
Vayghais .

o ‘ednesday, Zm:h April Si‘: George Young would seek leave
to introduce his Consumer Protection {lMotor Vehicles) Bill under
the 10 Minute Rule, Tals would be followed by the Second Reading
of the Rent (Agriculturé) Bill i, Pyt)s

ta ’I‘hm.‘sday “29th April there, would elther bz & Guillotine
Motion, (A!.rc‘rsft and Shipbullding, Doct Worl, Education) followed
b the' Setend Reading of the -Industyy ‘(Amendment) Act Bill or

Second Readine of the Industry (Ane,numenc) Act BI11 and of
the Parlia 'ta'ry‘ ‘entt Othi Pensions and - Salaries Bill.

. diy, 2otk April; thare vould be Private Members! -
Bil‘.l‘-s' thi Ranaining Steres of Mr, Ray Garterls. Congenital
‘Disabilities” (Livil Liability) Bitl, fcllowed by the Second
Reading of Mr. L. Pavitt®s Ctgaret::e Sales {Gift Coupons) Bill
apd Me., Garol Matler!s Detonators Biil,

Z. Matters Arising on Busipess

Thém was a- discus;:;on on various poincs, and 1t was apreed
thati

Ly m.-Buchanan-Su.itgx wcuid enquite whether, in ‘the lipght of
feeling in Scotland cn the Health Services B111; a Scottish
spokesman should Intervene in the Second Reading debate. -

e wcesaafil)y e should



3.

&,

-2 -

11) we should protast vigorously at having only thrae hours to
dabate a guillotine metimm velatipg to three important Bills,

1f4) We should be prepered to vote against the Second Reading
of the Industry (pmendment) Act Bill on Thursday, 29ch April
but & decision would ba taken at a later date,

F&por: of the Policy Group on Nationalised Industries and the
nelEmeT

Mrs. Cppeshelm introduced her paper LCC/76/108 proposing
thet s Hationalised Tndustyy Consumers' and Taxpayers' Audit
Board should be established to fulfil three functions. The central
part of the body would review, memitor and report on all aspects
of cost effectiveness .and efficiency in each of the nationalised
industries, A Nationslised Ingustries Cangumar Protection and
Competition Council, under: the same roof as the central pavt of
the new body, would replace all existing nationalised industries
consumer protectiom councils and the National Consumer Council,
would analyse consumer complainte and examine ways in which
competition might be intyoduced {where this would be in the
interest of the consumer), The third branch would be a National-

i{sed Industries Cmbudaman who would deal with individuel complaints

referred through Membera of Parlisment. The Group believed that
the cost ¢f the whole bod{ would be less than that of the existins
bodies, most of which d be either absorbed, veduced in size
or abolished. : :

There was a discugsion and it was agreed that certain members
of the LOC should have a furgher discusslon of the proggsals with
tha group; these mirht also be considered further in the light
of the report from Mr. Nicholas Kidley's Policy Group on Nation-
alised Industries, which might itself suggest methods of intro-
ducing more compatition inte the nationalised industries secter.

The following points were alsoc sgreed:

i) We should have regard to the difficulty of persuading the
public that the abolition of certain existing bodies and the
getting of mew bodies would, in practice, reduce rather than
increase eaucTacys.

11) e should draw attention to a recent report from the Prices
Gomnission which indicated that nationalised inmdustry prices were
rising fester because of lack of cost contrel tather than the
reduction of subsidies and that the best approach wad Lo restors
finantial disefpline in the nationslised industry sector.

1{1) In making any proposals for the control of naticnalised
igdustries by Government, Parligment, or consumer bodies we should
have regard to the existing difficulties of recrulting experienced
and gble public figures to sarve Iin the higheat managerial peste
of these industries;. we should endeavour to reduce, rather than
increase, thosa difficuitien,

Qther Business
a) Mr, Micigel Foot

it was aEtaad that now that Mr. Foot would no lenger be
serving on Standing Committee on the Doclkwork Regulation
Bill, we would not.avtomatically f£ind a peir for him but
would indicate that it was up to the Government to nominate a
substitute member.’ v

«eesefb) The Hain Case




b) The Hajn Caae

It was aggeg that we would not comment fn gubnc on this
watter Lor Ehe Time belmg, but would watch che o tuation and
awalt the report of the Devlin Committee on Identification
Procedures.

c) Evidence to NEDO

sir Geoffrey Howe reported that HEDQ was inviting evidence
from certain Conservative bers on the 1 of nationalised
industry by Govermment, which would be given in reply to & struc-
tured questionnaire which he was to examine, This was to assist
KEDO in producing & report which would be unpublished and remain
confidential.

It was agreed that in Etim':iple it would be helpful Lif certain
Conservative %mﬁrs participated, Sir Geoffrey Howe would discuss
our epproach with certain members and would ensure that the confid-
ential basis on which we giva evidence would be clearly set out on
paper.

d) Trade Union Elections

There was & discussion following e report in the Daily Mail
regarding our advice to Conservative Trade Unlomdsts on veting
in union elections,. Bfﬁ?f“ﬁa—d' that Mr. Prior should iudicate
that, contrary to the Y. Yeport, we would continue to
sdvise Conmervative trede unionists on voting. The way in which
this was actually dene needed to be reviewed; the infotmation
ghould be digsemineted b-gugomervative trade uniowists, not in
official Central Office letins.

. The meeting closed at .15 puhe
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