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ODNFIDENTIAL

FM CARACAS 062000Z MAY 82

'TO IMMEDIATE FC0

TELEGRAM 'NUMBER 153 OF 6 MAY

AND TO INFO PRIORITY WASHINGTON, INFO PRIORITY UKMIS NEW YORK

MY TELNO 147: FALKLAND ISLANDS

I SAW PRESIDENT HERRERA TODAY AT MY REQUEST.

I SAID THA RELATIONS WITH VENEZUELA WERE MY CONCERN AND THAT I

HOPED THAT THESE WERE NOT GOING TO DE PREJUDICED BY FALKLANDS'

EVENTS. I HAD BEEN REASSURED BY HIS STATEMENT TO THE PRESS oN

3 MAY (MY TELNO 146) THAT HE WAS NOT CONSIDERING AT PRESENT ANY

MEASURES AGAINST BRITAIN. THE PRESIDENT REAFFIliMED EMPHATICALLY

THAT HE HAD NO SUCH INTEMTION.BUT HE HOPED THAT THE FALKLANDS'

SITUATION'QULD RESOLVE ITSELF V7RY QUICKLY. HE THOUCHT THAT II-

WAS GETfING EVER MORE DANGEROUS AND GOVERNMENTS WERE BEING DRAGGED

ALONGBy THE MEDIA.

WE DISCUSSED THE SITUATION ON TI-1EGROUND VIP,THE LATESTPEACE

EFFORTS. THE FRESID'7NT niD NOT TRY TO YAKEANY RHETORICAL POINTS.



3. WE DISCUSSED THE SITUATICN CN THE CH-OUP A:-JD THE LATT:ST

EFFORTS. THE i-JEI.BENT DID NCI. TO AY RHETORICAL
HE SAID THAT I KNEW HIS GOVERHENT'S VIEWS. HE VOLUNTEERETJ THAT
BRITAIN HAD DECOLONISEL! IN A RE7J:KABLE YAY SINCE THE WAR, BUT •PIAT

BITS LEFT BEHIND, LIKE THE FALKLANDS, MULO HAVE TO GO. I EXPLAINED

THAT WE ‘4ERE CIRCUMSCRITED BY THE SELF-DETEMNATION PRINCIPLE.

4.I SAID THAT I FEARED THE FALKLANDS'SITUATION WAS ALSO DANGEROUS

IN THAT IT WAS A DISTRACTION FROM THE CARFnEAN. HMG HAD'EEGUN TO

TAKE A GREATER, AND I HOPED HELPFUL, INTEREST IN THIS REGION:

THEY WEE AMONGST. THE FEW WHO HAD SENT OBSERVERS TO EL SALVADR,
THE PRESIDENT NODDFD APPROVINGLY AHD AOREED THAT THE CARIBBEAN

DANGES HAJ •OT DIMINISHED. AT rtYSUGGESTION THAT IT WOULD BE A PITY
IF CUNT EVEHTS LED TO A DISTAGING OF VENEZUELA FROM HER NATURAL

PARTNEHS, THE DEMOCRACIES OF THE WEST, THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT
EVENTS HAD UNFORTCHTELY SHARPENED THE CHOICE FOR VENEZUELA BETWEEN

THE DE•OCRATIC VIEST AND THE LATIN Ai'1ERICAN CONTINENT.

THE PRESIEENT WAS THROUGHOUT THE 15. MINUTE INTERVIEW FRIENDLY,
DISPASSIONATE AND SENSIBLE. HE SAID THAT 1 COULD DE ASSURED
THAT HE WOULD TAKE NO RASH OR HURRIED STEP WITHOUT THINKING OF THE
LONG TERM IMPLICATIONS FOR ANGLO/VENEZUELAN RELATIONS. BUT WHAT

HE IS PREPARED TO SAY IN PRIVATE IS NOT NECESSARILY THE SAME AS
WHAT HE WILL SAY IN PUBLIC, OR WHAT THE VEEZUELAN GOVEMENT WILL

DO IF EVENTS ON THE GROUND SHOULD BETi.TRIORATE AND THE LOCAL MEDIA

START BAYING FOR BLOOD.

FULLER RECORD BY 1-4kG.
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